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Summer Nutrition Card Pilot  

 
During the school year, many children receive free and reduced–price breakfast and lunch through 
the School Breakfast and National School Lunch Programs funded by the United States Department 
of Agriculture (USDA).  Providing a nutritional safety net for these kids during the summer months is 
problematic. 
 
Through a grant from the USDA, the Texas WIC Program and the Texas Department of Agriculture 
Summer Food Service Program are teaming up to test a new way to provide nutrition assistance and 
access to healthy foods to low-income school-age children this summer.  We are going to use the 
electronic benefit infrastructure of WIC to give low-income families with school-age children access to 
healthy foods through WIC authorized grocers during June, July, and August, authorizing the same 
nutritious foods as WIC and using your WIC EBT system.  The program is the Summer Nutrition 
Card Pilot. 
 
2500 students of the El Paso’s Ysleta School District will participate in the pilot.  Families will receive 
a card, similar to the WIC EBT card, which they can use in stores to buy the same foods authorized 
by WIC with the exception of infant foods and formula.    Since participants may travel outside of the 
pilot area, the Summer Nutrition Card may be accepted statewide at any WIC authorized outlet.  
Below is an example of the card. 
 
The Summer Nutrition Card transaction will be processed in the register lane using the WIC EBT 
system and authorized product list (APL).  At the end of day your system will bundle together all 
Summer Nutrition Card and WIC EBT transactions into one claim and submit the claim electronically 
to the State.  You will receive one direct deposit for all valid Summer Nutrition Card and WIC EBT 
transactions in the claim.  WIC LEB, Cost Containment, and Competitive Pricing rules apply to these 
transactions. 
 
All Summer Nutrition Card transactions will be processed under the terms and conditions of the WIC 
Vendor Agreement and the policies cited in that agreement which expires September 30, 2011.  
Attached is a flyer describing the foods that will be loaded to the card.  Again, these are the same 
nutritious foods as prescribed to WIC participants.  Also the flyer has answers to frequently asked 
questions about the pilot.  We encourage you to provide copies of this flyer to all of your cashiers. 
 
If you have any questions, please call WIC Vendor Relations at 1-800-252-9629. 
 

       
        For additional information on the Summer Nutrition Card Pilot,  

see the flyer and the Summer Nutrition Card Pilot Slide  
Presentation at: 

                                        
                           http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/wichd/vo/vnews.shtm 
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