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Memorandum
#09-142
TO: Regional Medical Directors for
Health Service Regions 4/5, 6 & 5 South, 9/10 and 11
WIC Local Agency Directors
FROM: Linda Brumble, Unit Manager
Nutrition Education/Clinic Services Unit
Nutrition Services Section
DATE: September 25, 2009

SUBJECT: New Food Rules Preparation

The food packages will be changing for every WIC participant in the transition to new food
rules, so all food package codes must be changed. The Suggested Food Package Conversion
Codes for New Food Packages table located in your New Food Rules Training Manual,
September 2009, is a tool which lists all of the pre-October 2009 food package codes and the
new suggested food package conversion codes. This will help staff to quickly identify the new
codes.

For participants who want to change their current food package to something that is not listed as
a transition code, the CA/WCS will need to inform the clerical staff of the change. The method
in which the change is communicated is left up to each local agency; however, the Staff
Communication Form may assist in the process. This form is also in the training manual and
will be on the WIC website by October 1, 2009.

Documentation for any changes to the food package codes is not required for the three month
transition period, October 1, 2009 to December 31, 2009. If local agencies wish to document a
specific situation and/or food package code changes, this may be done in the “comment” field of
Texas WIN or Staff Communication Form.

Local agencies should encourage participants to purchase and consume foods issued before
October 1 using the old food package numbers until they are issued the new food packages.
However, if a participant wants October or November or December benefits replaced, the
decision to replace will be left up to the local agency’s discretion. The State Agency encourages
this practice if time permits.

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact Anita Ramos,
Training Specialist, Nutrition Education/Clinic Services Unit, at (512) 341-4581, or
anita.ramos(@dshs.state.tx.us.
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