
 
Memorandum  

 
 
TO:  WIC Regional Directors      #09-066 
  WIC Local Agency Directors 
 
FROM:  Mike Montgomery, Director      (Original Signed)  

Nutrition Services Section  
 
DATE: May 1, 2009 
 
SUBJECT: Cancellation of the 2009 Texas WIC Nutrition and Breastfeeding Conference 
 
 
This memo is a follow-up to an email sent to local agencies on April 30, 2009 at approximately 
11:15 am cancelling the 2009 Texas Nutrition and Breastfeeding Conference scheduled for May 
6-9, 2009. It provides guidance on issues created by the cancellation. 
 
Due to the emerging nature of the Swine Flu H1N1 declared public health emergency, it is in the 
best interest of clinics and participants to cancel the Texas WIC Nutrition and Breastfeeding 
Conference.   
 
Hotel and Travel Reservations: 
 
Please cancel any reservations immediately, including hotel reservations. You do not need to 
cancel your conference registration as this will be handled on a statewide basis by the conference 
planner.  
 
Charges incurred due to cancellation of travel, such as hotel or airline cancellation fees, are a 
WIC-approved cost. Specific questions about cancellation fees should be directed to Benny 
Jasso, Program Specialist, at benny.jasso@dshs.state.tx.us 
 
WIC Staff Training on the New WIC Food Packages: 
  
State WIC is working on options to provide training on the new food packages to local agency 
staff. As an initial step, we will present several of the sessions scheduled for the conference on 
IDL next Wednesday and Thursday (May 6-7, 2009).  The presentations schedule is attached to 
this memo.  For local agency staff that was planning to attend the conference, please make an 
effort to watch or record these presentations.   
 
As always, the IDL classes will start promptly at the scheduled time. In order to make sure your 
staff will be able to successfully join the session prior to the scheduled start time, it is strongly 
recommended that you check your IDL equipment and make sure it is working properly PRIOR  
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to Wednesday, May 6.  Yolanda Baz Dresch, IDL Studio Manager, is available for 
troubleshooting all day Monday, May 4 and Tuesday, May 5.  Please call the IDL studio at 512-
341-4443 for any technical assistance.  
 
We plan to continue to offer the conference sessions on IDL over the next month or two. In 
addition, we plan to provide some of these sessions using the Qwest system. Please rest assured 
that we will provide ample opportunity for all local agency staff to receive the training and 
resources they need for a successful food package transition.   
 
If you have questions you may contact either Shellie Shores at Shellie.shores@dshs.state.tx.us or 
512-341-4516 or Shirley Ellis at shirley.ellis@dshs.state.tx.us or 512-341-4570. 
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Time 

 
Monday 

 
 

 
Tuesday 

 
Wednesday 

May 6 

 
Thursday 

May 7 

 
Friday 

 
 
8:30 – 
10:00   

  

Smart Choices, Healthy Foods 
 
Presenters: 
Shirley Ellis, Paula Kanter, 
Anita Ramos, Tiffany Brown 

Formula for Change: What’s New 
in the Infant Food Packages 

 
Presenters: 
Elizabeth Bruns, Sandra Brown 

 

 
10:30 –  
12:00 

  
Smart Choices, Healthy Staff 

 
Presenters: 
Robin Atwood, Gina Akin 

Formula for Change Part 2: 
Special Needs 

 
Presenters: 
Cathy Plyler, Roxanne Robison 

 

 
 
Lunch 
break 
 
 

  Lunch Break Lunch Break  

 
 
1:30– 
3:00 p.m. 
 

  

Communicating the New Food 
Package to Participants 

 
Presenters: 
Nutrition Ed. Staff 

Smart Choices, Healthy Staff 
 
Presenters: 
Robin Atwood, Gina Akin 

 
 

 
 
3:30 –  
5:00 
 

  

Marketing the New Food Packages 
for Moms and Infants and 

Improving Breastfeeding Support 
 

Presenter: 
Tracy Erickson 
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