
 
Memorandum  

 
TO:  WIC Regional Directors        #09-063 
  WIC Local Agency Directors 
 
FROM:  Linda Brumble, Unit Manager  (Original Signed)  

Nutrition Education/Clinic Services Unit   
Nutrition Services Section  

 
DATE: May 1, 2009 
 
SUBJECT: New extended breastfeeding certification period clarification  
 
 
This memo is a clarification of memo #09-036, New extended breastfeeding certification period.  
Beginning May 1, 2009, all new moms certified as breastfeeding will be enrolled for a full year. All 
currently enrolled breastfeeding women’s certification periods will be automatically extended until the 
baby’s first birthday if ALL of the following conditions apply: 
 
 Woman’s WIC category is breastfeeding (B) 
 Current certification has not yet expired 
 Breastfeeding woman is not terminated 
 Breastfeeding woman is not TR locked 
 Breastfeeding woman is not DP locked 
 The breastfeeding certification expiration date has not already been converted 

 
This means all breastfeeding women within their certification period at the time the “release” is 
downloaded onto the clinic computer will have their certification expiration date extended to the day 
before their infant turns one year old.  For the few breastfeeding women whose certification period is 
expired at the time the “release” is downloaded, a sub-certification is required to receive benefits.  The 
expiration date will be the day before their infant’s first birthday.  For example, a breastfeeding woman 
was scheduled for a sub-certification on April 15, 2009 (with an expiration date of April 30, 2009) and 
she misses her appointment.  She is rescheduled for May 5, 2009 and the “release” is downloaded on May 
1, 2009.  On May 5, 2009 the computer system will indicate “subcert due” because the “current” 
certification was expired.  She will have to be sub-certified per policy to continue receiving benefits. 
 
For breastfeeding women who have already been scheduled for a breastfeeding sub-certification 
appointment in May and are within their certification period, individual counseling on upcoming food 
package changes for moms and infants can be given.  We recommend using WIC Food Packages are 
Changing flyer and the WIC Food Packages for Moms & Infants brochure or they can be rescheduled into 
a class appointment.   
 
If you have questions or require additional information, please contact Anita Ramos, Training Specialist, 
at (512) 341-4581 or Anita.Ramos@dshs.state.tx.us or Tracy Erickson, WIC Breastfeeding Coordinator, 
at (512) 341-4521 or Tracy.Erickson@dshs.state.tx.us. 
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