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To:	SHAC Chairpersons, School Health Advisory Council

Re:	Required Annual Progress Report to Local School Board

Attached is a sample template for the required annual progress report to the local school board on the activities of the district school health advisory council (SHAC).  This template s provided by the Texas School Health Advisory Committee (TSHAC) to support this recently adopted state requirement.

As a result of the 2009 81st Legislative Session, several new requirements for school health advisory councils became law.  One of these requirements is that:

“The SHAC shall report directly to the school board at least once annually with a detailed account of SHAC activities and recommendations.”

Educating the school board is a critical role for the SHAC.  It is important for the board to understand their own role, the role of the SHAC and the impact on students from decisions made by both groups.

The attached PowerPoint presentation has been provided as a template to assist the SHAC in providing the required school board report.  Some slides are included to use “as is” and others you will want to “localize” with district data.  You may customize this presentation by adding or deleting slides and/or information to existing slides as you create a report that reflects your district profile.

Even though the law requires only one report to the school board per year, you may consider making board reports at multiple times during the year; for example, a fall presentation as a board orientation and update including the annual work plan, and a spring presentation to highlight results and accomplishments.  This sample reporting tool has been developed for presentation at any time of the year, but can be divided as appropriate. 

Tips for your board report to go smoothly:

1. Consult the superintendent to determine the best month/s to schedule your presentation/s. Stay in contact with the person responsible for board agendas (often the superintendent’s secretary) to be sure there have been no alterations to the original schedule.

Ask for a projector and laptop.  If this equipment is not available, bring your own or create handouts from your slides to distribute to board members at the meeting. 

2. Be sure to review the PowerPoint template with adequate time prior to the meeting to become familiar with its content, secure the data for your district called for in the presentation and determine other ways you might want to customize the report.

The sample report includes the following information:
· Defines a SHAC and coordinated school health
· Allows for you to list your current SHAC membership
·   Reviews the 2009-10 Texas Goals for Districts and Campuses and the National Health Education Standards
·   Details current legislation passed during the 81st session impacting schools, your committee and school board.
·   Summarizes the state legislated requirements by which local SHACs must comply as well as the legislated requirements schools or districts must follow for which SHACs can provide oversight.
·   Defines and describes FITNESSGRAM® - required by law through the 80th legislative session – and makes the correlation between physical activity and academics.  Shows a summary analysis of state data.
· Allows a place to include FITNESSGRAM® campus/district data.
· Allows a place to include your SHAC goals for the year, a SHAC activity report (any time of the year slide), SHAC recommendations and yearly SHAC meeting dates.
· Contains helpful Web sites including an overview of what the district SHAC’s Web site offers.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Texas School Health Advisory Committee hopes that you will find this template helpful.  If you have any questions, or would like additional information on the TSHAC, visit http://www.dshs.texas.gov/shadvise.shtm or email the School Health Program at schoolhealth@dshs.texas.gov. 
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