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Texas School Health Advisory Committee

Meeting Minutes  - December 11, 2006
	 I.      Welcome and Opening Remarks - Jane Tustin, R.N., Presiding Officer

A. Members were welcomed to the second meeting of the Texas School Health Advisory Committee. 
B. Members and guests introduced themselves.  The following individuals were present: 

1. Members:  Elvia Andarza, Kimberly Avila-Edwards, Tracy Biediger, Rhonda Carr, Robert Conlon, Dian Cooper, Carey Dabney, Courtney Felder-Dodd, Robin Harvel, Marissa Rathbone, Kelly Reed, Dora Rivas, Linda Seewald, Anita Wheeler, Cathy Harris, Jan Hungate, Yolanda Taylor.  Not present was  Pamela Ernest
2. Assigned staff:  Ellen Kelsey, TSHAC Contact, Laurie Anderson, TSHAC Technical Support, and Mike Hill, Facilitator

3. Additional guest:  Marion Stoutner, Child Health and Safety Group, Barbara Keir, Chronic Disease Prevention Branch, Jana Zumbrun Health Promotion Unit, Casey Blass, Disease Prevention and Preparedness Section and Abbey Graves.
C. Minutes from the October 16, 2006 meeting were presented for approval.
ACTION:  Moved by Jan Hungate, second by Cathy Harris, the motion carried (MSC) to accept the October 16, 2006 TSHAC meeting minutes
II.    Agency Updates
         A.  Texas Department of State Health Services - Anita Wheeler, R.N.                                                       

1. *Education Service Center Regional Needs Assessment
a. Results of the survey conducted by the School Health Specialists (SHS) in 2004 were shared with the members. It was noted that even though the percentage of schools responding to the survey was high (81%) and the percentage of responding schools with a SHAC was also high (82%), the results of the survey are inconclusive due to a number of concerns.  

b. However, the questions used in the survey will form the basis for a new survey targeted for 2007.  

c. In January 2007, the SHS will receive the new survey via Survey Monkey.  Completed by February, the data will be compiled and preliminary results available by March 1. 

d. Additional questions for the survey were solicited from the members to be turned in during the meeting or emailed to Anita no later than December 22.
2. *The Partnership for a Healthy Texas 
a. The Partnership for a Healthy Texas, in collaboration with the Texas Health Institute, is the result of a yearlong effort by over 25 public health stakeholders to develop a focused and sustained effort to work on policy aimed at reducing the obesity epidemic.  

b. Michelle Smith is the chair of the group and Klaus Madsen of the Texas Health Institute is the contact person for membership.

c. Members reviewed the Partnership’s six policy priorities to help understand what their focus would be for the coming session

d. Membership is voluntary.  Anyone can join.  Groups or individual stakeholders are solicited.  They, in turn, can choose to participate. A list of the member organizations was distributed.
3.   Interim Report from Texas Actions for Health Kids Alliance (TAHKA)
a. TAHKA is also focusing on legislation at this time, agrees with, and supports the recommendations as 
supported by the Partnership for a Healthy Texas.
b. Members were interested to know if the Partnership priorities were ranked with or without prior knowledge of the impact of the 65% rule.

c. Because the answer was unknown and many members were unaware of the 65% rule and especially its impact on health education and service advances.  It was determined that clarification of the 65% rule be a topic for discussion at our next meeting.

4.   Legislative Update

DSHS School Health program provided background information on bills filed that indirectly and directly affect its objectives.  Some are below: 

a. Indirectly: 

· 5 or 6 bills were filed regarding placement of automated external defibrillators in schools and 
· HB276 adds screening for Acanthosis Nigricans to Type 2 Diabetes Risk Assessment screenings
b. Directly: 

· HB352 requires hiring three grant writers for school-based health center funding. 

   B.  Texas Education Agency -  Marissa Rathbone

1. CSH Criteria Update

a. Criteria was determined after the last TSHAC meeting and posted to the Texas Register Nov. 9, 2006.

b. Separate criteria were developed for commercial vs. school-developed products.  Commercially developed products must show that scientifically, peer-reviewed evaluative research was involved in development.  School-developed programs must show only that they were using programs whose materials already had scientific studies as their foundation.

c. A call for CSH programs from school districts was made November 17, 2006

d. *A guide for submitted programs called a Content Verification Form was developed.  The selection committee will use this to determine if a submitted program meets the required criteria.

e. So far, only one program has been submitted.  The deadline is December 20, 2006.  However, the Agency is considering extending the deadline.
f. The selection committee meets January 17-19, 2007 at American Cancer Society.  Anita Wheeler, Mike Hill and Cathy Harris have been invited to participate
2.   Legislative Update
a. *The State Board of Education adopted policy to require physical activity for students in kindergarten through eighth grade. Texas Administrative Code 74.32 defines the extent to which school districts may permit certain types of exemptions for middle school students so they can meet new physical activity requirements.   

b. *Texas Association School Boards developed a sample policy for schools providing the minimum expectation of compliance with the code. 

c. to ensure consistency and save time and effort, SB73 has been filed requiring the Commissioners of Health, Education and Agriculture to meet; and together, prepare required reports for the Governor on appropriate student mentoring and childhood obesity codes. 
C.  Texas Department of Agriculture - Elvia Andarza, R.D.
1. SB42 school nutrition policy clarification on the origin of this bill.  This is a state requirement.

2. The new Texas School Food Policies 

a. The revisions to the Texas Public School Nutrition Policy (TPSNP) includes a four-year implementation schedule, the 2007-08 updated policy and all amendments for school years 2008-09 and 2009-10.
b. Members received a TPSNP promotional brochure and were informed brochures were recently sent to school districts and can be accessed via the TDA Web site at www.squaremeals.org. 

c. Training for implementation of the policies is currently being conducted at the Education   Service Centers by the Nutrition Specialists.  A decision to train at the district level is currently being discussed.

3. Todd Staples is the new Agriculture Commissioner elected in November.

4. Legislative Update

a. SB34 would change the school food service policies to law.  This would mean automatic compliance with current CSH code if a school also is using one of the approved programs.

b. SB73 is a recognition program for schools that includes opportunities for breakfast grants.

III. Lunch was provided by the School Nurse Supply Company, Vincy Dunn, R.N., CEO
 IV.   Response to Development of Pandemic Flu State-wide Model  - Guidelines for Schools                                                                                              Anita Wheeler, R.N. and Marissa Rathbone
A. *Members received fact about pandemic flu, progress of DSHS planning group; and, sample guidelines from CDC.  Additional information and responses to member questions follow:
1. Regional health departments working in partnership with local school districts for the development of crisis plans can receive money from CDC through DSHS.
2. *Currently the best guideline available is the attached CDC Checklist tool.
3. DSHS School Health program School Health Manual will be updated to include pan flu information. 
4. Individual school districts in cooperation with the city or county health department, make decisions about when to close/open schools
5. Funding issues during a pandemic flu crisis is still unclear and needs further discussion.
B. Members began a discussion to develop a Texas model for schools and selected members to form a
subcommittee to pull together a model template for the committee to review at the next meeting.  
ACTION:  Jane Tustin appointed members to serve on a subcommittee charged with developing a Pandemic Flu Texas model template for consideration at the Jan. 24, 2007 TSHAC meeting.  Led by Anita Wheeler, members appointed are Jane Tustin, Kelly Reed, Robert Conlon, Kimberly Edwards and Marissa Rathbone.

V.     Strategic Planning - Mike Hill, Facilitator
              Members were guided through a strategic goal setting session resulting in the following draft statements:
A.  Vision Statement:
“We the TSHAC envision healthier Texas children through:

1. Advocacy
2. Best Practices
3. Coordinated School Health”
ACTION:  Ms. Tustin asked the members to consider the vision statement and contact Anita Wheeler with comments no later than December 22.  Final statement will be finalized at the Jan. 24, 2007 TSHAC meeting.
B.  Goal:  

The TSHAC will practice interactive communication and collaboration with stakeholders by
1. establishing and maintaining a SHAC listserv, 
2. surveying/Assessing local needs and interests, 
3. developing a quality DSHS web site, 
4. facilitating consistency of messaging/Information between agencies and
5. providing expertise/info to legislators to help make informed decisions
VI.   Next meeting date and agenda topics  
A. Date of next meeting:  Jan. 24, 2007
NOTE:  The Committee expressed a desire to meet with the State Health Services Council.  Staff will investigate the possibility of a joint meeting and/or lunch coinciding with the April, 2007 council meeting. 

B. Topics for January meeting:

1. Information on the TEA 65% rule 
2. Update on legislation
3. Speaker from Partnership for Healthy Texas
4. Pandemic Flu Subcommittee Update
5. New Commissioner of DSHS and TDA visit
6. Agency Updates
 C.   Adjourn

                 With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 4:00 p.m.
* Handouts for these topics were distributed to members and are on file with a copy of the minutes of this meeting in the office of the DSHS School Health Program.
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