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                        Texas School Health Advisory Committee

                      Regular Meeting

                            DSHS Campus, Tower Building, Room T607
                           1100 W. 49th Street, Austin, Texas

                      Monday, April 20, 2009
                     10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
	Members Present:

	Sue Beatty

Tracy Biediger
Bob Conlon – Assistant Presiding Officer

Kathy Golson – TDA
	Cathy Harris

Jan Hungate

Alicia Needham

Marissa Rathbone – TEA
	Kelly Reed-Hirsch

Yolanda Taylor
Jane Tustin – Presiding Officer
Anita Wheeler – DSHS

	Members Absent:

	Rhonda Carr

Mariam Chacko

Carey Dabney
	Kimberly Pemberton

Mario Reyna
	Dora Rivas

Linda Seewald


	Guests and staff support:

	Ginny Barr TEA

Phyllis Simpson – TEA
	Ellen Smith – TSHAC Staff Contact
Marion Stoutner – DSHS


Agenda Item I:   Welcome and Opening Business  

A. The meeting was called to order by the presiding officer, Jane Tustin. 
B. Members and Guests introduced themselves. 
C.    Minutes from the March 23, 2009 TSHAC meeting were presented for review and approval.  The following change was made in Item number III.  Agency Updates, A.  Department of State Health Services, 3.  Membership: “Mrs. Wheeler informed the members that also with  in addition to one vacancy on the TSHAC, five members will be rolling off as their terms of office come to an end  have expiring terms.
       ACTION:  A motion to approve with changes, the minutes of the March 23, 2009 meeting was made by Jan Hungate, seconded by Bob Conlon and approved by the membership. 
Agenda Item II:  Recommendations for Modifications to Coordinated School Health Program Requirements – Anita Wheeler, R.N.

Ms. Wheeler reviewed the eight recommendations finalized by the members at their March 23rd meeting.  An electronic vote was held on March 30 and 14 out of the 19 members voted in favor of the recommendations with minor grammatical edits.  There was no response from the remaining 5 members.  
The eight recommendations approved by electronic vote were presented for ratification by the TSHAC membership.  The recommendations presented (attached) were divided into two sections.  The first section consisted of five recommendations in accordance with Section 38.014 of the Texas Education Code and the second section held the three remaining recommendations. 
ACTION:  A motion to approve the recommendations with one spelling correction to the recommendations CSH model attachment was made by Kelly Reed-Hirsch and seconded by Tracy Biediger.

Agenda Item III:  Recommendations Action Planning – Anita Wheeler, R.N.
Ms. Wheeler called the members’ attention to the activities listed under each recommendation and stated the following process for action planning:

1.   Review each activity

2.   Determine if the activity was relevant to TSHAC or another agency

3.   Integrate the relevant activities into the existing TSHAC work plan

4.   Prioritize the activities for implementation purposes.

It was also suggested that all completed activities on the Work Plan be moved to a separate document once a year so they can be easily transferred to the annual report.  This would also focus attention on the unfinished objectives remaining on the work plan.
After much discussion, a determination was made as to (1) the agency responsible for each activity (shown in parenthesis) and (2) the activities relevant to the appropriate work plan objective.  Results follow:
Objective 1:  Identify Interests and Resources
· 1.a.  Provide education on the eight components of CSH through district school health advisory councils.  (TSHAC)
· 2.b.  Document best practices in CSH program implementation.  (TSHAC)
· 5.a.  Work with all districts, especially those with the greatest need, to evaluate and improve CSH utilizing the appropriate state agencies and Education Service Centers.  Share best practices and resources.  (TSHAC)
Objective 2:  Facilitate Interagency Coordination
N/A

Objective 3:  Become and remain current with State and National legislation and Trends
· 1.b.  Forward recommendation to legislators currently working on behalf of CSH.  (Each agency should go through their own internal process to reach legislators.)
Objective 4:  Contribute Timely and Appropriate content to DSHS School Health Web Site
· 8.d.  Post FITNESSGRAM( best practices to the TSHAC Web site and encourage postings to district SHAC Web sites.  (TSHAC)
Objective 5:  Provide Regional School Health Specialists Information and Resources for Statewide distribution to Local SHACS
· 4. and 4.a.  Build accountability for CSH at the local school district level through the use of an annual progress report to the local school board by the district school health advisory council.  Include longitudinal data in progress reports.  (TSHAC to develop template for report)
· 7.a. and b.  Develop an annual evaluation of the implementation process for FITNESSGRAM( testing and data collection methods of school districts to identify best practices.  Determine who does data collection.  Determine who receives reports.  (TEA, TSHAC will provide guidance to TEA)
· 8.a.  Make intervention recommendations based on FITNESSGRAM( data at state, regional, and district levels.  (TSHAC)
Objective 6:  PROMOTE COMMUNICATION AND COLLABORATION AMONG STAKEHOLDERS

· 8.c.  Direct the TEA to send FITNESSGRAM( reports to the TSHAC, state partners, ESC regional school health specialists, district school health advisory councils.  (TEA)
· 8.g.  Encourage ESC regional school health specialists, SHACs and local school boards to work with universities and local health departments to develop health/fitness interventions identified by FITNESSGRAM( data.  (TSHAC)
Objective 7:  ASSESS AND TRANSLATE CHILD HEALTH RESEARCH DATA INTO CSH PRACTICE ISSUES AND PROVIDE TO STAKEHOLDERS

· 2.a.  Research effectiveness of CSH that demonstrates improved academic performance.  (TSHAC)
· 6.a.  Develop a screening tool to be used by TSHAC for review of proposed school health initiatives.  (TSHAC)
· 8.b.  Determine if FITNESSGRAM( data can be correlated with mental health issues and the other seven CSH components.  (TSHAC)
· 8.e.  Document FITNESSGRAM( data in a report by appropriate demographic variables such as gender, race, ethnicity, etc.  (TEA)
Activities will be prioritized and action steps will be determined at the May meeting.

Agenda Item IV:  Agency Updates

A. Texas Department of State Health Services – Anita Wheeler, R.N.

1.  81st Session School Health and Public Education Related Legislation – this document is compiled by the school health Program each year the legislature is in session.  It provides a snapshot of each school health-related bill filed in the House and Senate, the status of the bill, links to the text, links to the relevant state agency and identification of the CSH component in which it falls.  The document is available on the School Health Program Web site at www.dshs.state.tx.us/schoolhealth/legisup.shtm.  Members and interested parties are encouraged to view the document and track the progress of bills of interest via the links provided.
2.  School Nurse Update – the schedule has been set for the School Nurse Update TETNs for the 2009-2010 year as follows:  Sept. 23, 2009, January 20, 2010 and April 14, 2010.  The updates are being presented by DSHS in partnership with McLennan Community College.  Ms. Wheeler is currently soliciting content areas for the sessions and encouraged the TSHAC to contribute or pass the request for topics on to appropriate individuals.
3.  Funding – the Maternal and Child Health office of DSHS is providing the School Health program with some additional funding this year.  The money will help the DSHS-funded School Based Health Centers expand in the area of dental health and also support development of training modules for school nurses focusing on children with special needs.  The school health program will work in partnership with the Children with Special Healthcare Needs program at DSHS to develop the modules.
B.  Texas Department of Agriculture – Kathy Golson

     1.  Legislation – Ms. Golson updated the members on several bills currently being discussed by Senate committees such as SB282 – Nutrition grant; SB870 – Summer Food Program; SB395 – Early Childhood Nutrition Council; Interagency Obesity Council; and SB1027 – Farm to School.  Ms. Golson also reported that TDA received eleven million dollars from the stimulus fund that was given to schools to replace food preparation equipment.  An additional 8.2 million was allocated for food banks.
2.  Healthy Students – Healthy Families Committee – This TDA committee is not currently meeting and therefore no report was given.

C.  Texas Education Agency – Marissa Rathbone
       1.  Legislation – Ms. Rathbone updated the members on several bills currently being discussed by Senate and House committees such as SB283 – SHACs; SB822 – CSH and Campus Improvement Plan; HB and SB3 – Removes the SBOE from making decisions that effect schools; HBs 741, 1567.

2. School Health Survey – The survey netted email addresses from 930 SHAC chairs.  It was suggested that this contact list be used as a communication tool between the SHAC chairs and TSHAC for updates and informational purposes.  A welcome letter from TSHAC will be composed by DSHS and emailed to the SHAC chairs.  
3. Ms. Rathbone shared additional statistics from the survey.  The results of one of the questions displayed a need for criteria by which to approve district-developed CSH curriculum.  Ms. Rathbone will solicit TSHAC support in the development of this criterion.  Charts and a summary sheet will be developed from the survey and shared with appropriate stakeholders.
4. Awards for Excellence for School Health Advisory Councils – 18 applications were received and are ready to be judged.  Ms. Rathbone detailed a plan for promoting the winners.  One suggestion was to invite the winners to the September 18th TSHAC meeting.
Agenda Item V:  Next Meeting and Agenda Topics – Jane Tustin, R.N.

The next meeting will be held on May 11, 2009.  The topics that will be discussed are:

· Action planning for prioritized CSH Recommendations 
· Set up subcommittees for activities

· Legislative updates

· Determine templates and set up workgroups

Agenda Item VI:  Public Comment

Phyllis Simpson with TEA informed the members about topics on the State Board Of Education agenda discussed at their last meeting that were relative to school health.  
Agenda Item VII:  Adjournment  

ACTION:  A motion was made by Sue Beatty and seconded by Bob Conlon to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried and the meeting was adjourned at 12:30 p.m.                                                  
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____________________________                                       
Jane Tustin, R.N., Presiding Officer
Date Approved by Committee
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