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                        Texas School Health Advisory Committee

                      Regular Meeting

                            DSHS Campus, Tower Building, Room T607
                           1100 W. 49th Street, Austin, Texas

                      Monday, March 23, 2009
                     10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
	Members Present:

	Sue Beatty

Tracy Biediger
Rhonda Carr

Bob Conlon – Assistant Presiding Officer

Carey Dabney
	Kathy Golson – TDA

Jan Hungate

Alicia Needham

Marissa Rathbone – TEA


	Dora Rivas

Linda Seewald

Jane Tustin – Presiding Officer
Anita Wheeler – DSHS

	Members Absent:

	Mariam Chacko

Cathy Harris
	Kimberly Pemberton

Kelly Reed-Hirsch
	Mario Reyna
Yolanda Taylor

	Guests and staff support:

	Ginny Barr TEA
Phyllis Simpson – TEA
	Cathy Rutherford – HHSC – School Health and Related Services
	Ellen Smith – TSHAC Staff Contact
Marion Stoutner – DSHS


Agenda Item I:   Welcome and Opening Business  

A. The meeting was called to order by the presiding officer, Jane Tustin. 
B. Members and Guests introduced themselves. 
C.           Minutes from the January 12, 2009 TSHAC meeting were presented for review and approval.  
              ACTION:  A motion to approve as presented, the minutes of the January 12, 2009 meeting was made by Jan Hungate, seconded by Tracy Biediger and approved by the membership. 
D.          Mrs. Tustin called the member’s attention to a letter in their packet written at the request of the TSHAC membership to the Attorney General’s office regarding our comments about the p.a.p.a. program.  The letter, which is attached, describes the TSHAC’s concern that the program was mandated without any review by TEA, TSHAC or school and communities so that local values could be considered.  The letter also recommends that the district SHAC be the reviewing body for any curriculums like this in the future.
Agenda Item II:
Mental Health Subcommittee Report – Bob Conlon, Ph.D.
Members reviewed the document presented on Sites and Resources for Information about Dealing with the Economic Crisis for Students and families developed by the Mental Health Subcommittee.  The TSHAC thanked the subcommittee for their good work and an excellent resource and suggested the following additions:
· Squaremeals.org

· County Extension Agency

· Health and Human Services Commission

· Iowa Web site

Once the document is complete, it will be posted to the TSHAC Web site.  (Draft document attached.)
Agenda Item III:  Agency Updates
A.
Texas Department of State Health Services – Anita Wheeler, R.N.
1.
Ms. Wheeler  reviewed a few of the 300 bills that were filed impacting DSHS programs, such as those on school based health centers, immunizations, anaphylaxis, dental hygienists and epinephrine.  She informed the members that a document is being developed that summarizes the bills as well as bills impacting TEA and TDA as well as those that may impact school administrative issues.  The document should be ready at the end of the week.  Once it is ready, it will be posted to the School Health Program Web site and a link to it will be sent to the TSHAC membership.

2.
She also informed the members that Maternal and Child Health funds have been awarded to the school health program to fund dental services for school based health centers funded by DSHS and under the School Health Program’s direction.  The funds will also be used to fund a grant to Texas Tech to update Chapter 7 of the School Nurse Manual and create training modules for paraprofessional staff.  The TSHAC will be solicited for input regarding topics for the training modules.
3.
Finally, Ms. Wheeler informed the members that in addition to one vacancy on the TSHAC, five members have expiring terms.  However, according to the TSHAC rules, members can re-apply for membership for one additional six year-term, if they still meet the criteria under which they were appointed.  Therefore, Ms. Wheeler asked the following members to contact Ellen Smith no later than March 27th with their intention for reapplication:  Carey Dabney, Cathy Harris, Jan Hungate, Alicia Needham and Kelly Reed-Hirsch.  (Roster of members with those members rolling off highlighted, attached.)
B.           Texas Department of Agriculture – Kathy Golson

                Ms. Golson summarized the 50 bills that TDA is tracking into the following categories of bills:

· Farm to School bills

· Expanding breakfast participation bills

· Retail availability of healthy food  such as grants for local grocers to increase availability of fresh fruits and vegetables

· Food allergy bills

· Food safety bills

· Expanding the summer food program bills 
Ms. Golson also described projects that will fall to TDA as a result of the stimulus bill.

C.          Texas Education Agency – Marissa Rathbone

       1.
Ms. Rathbone described a few of the 80 bills that TEA is tracking during this session such as those related to school health advisory councils, opportunity for TEA to accept grants for CSH and the formation of several councils impacting school health.

        2.
So far 940 public, private and charter school districts have responded to the School Health Survey.  That amount is probably at capacity of return.  Preliminary results were shared but are not final. 

        3.
The responses have been slow to arrive for the Awards of Excellence for Local School Health Advisory Councils sponsored by TEA.  Ms. Rathbone urged the members to promote this new award to their SHACs in their areas through their organizations.  
 4.           FITNESSGRAM® correlation results from the Cooper Institute were shared with the members.  (Handout attached.)

Agenda Item IV:  Recommendations for Coordinated School Health – Anita Wheeler, R.N.
Members reviewed the recommendations document developed during the February 9th TSHAC work group meeting and made changes that are reflected on the attachment.  Once the document is edited to reflect the changes made at this meeting, it will be updated by DSHS staff and then emailed to members for a final review.  Reviewed documents will be emailed back to the DSHS staff for final updates then sent to the members for an electronic vote to accept the document.  The document will be ratified at the April 20th meeting.  The target date for the approved document is April 1st. 

Once the document is finalized, it will be posted to the TSHAC Web site and sent to the following groups:  DSHS Council, State Board of Education, Commissioners of the three partnership agencies (DSHS, TEA and TDA) and to the DSHS Office of Governmental Affairs with a recommendation that this document be sent to Senator Jane Nelson since she asked for them to be delivered to the legislature in the original bill.
Members then reviewed a suggested School Health Model to support CSH.  With changes that reflect the district SHAC and the legislative committees, the model was accepted for use by consensus of the committee.  The revised model is attached; its use to be discussed at the April 20th meeting as part of the action planning session.
Agenda Item V:
Coordinated School Health Recommendations Action Planning – Anita Wheeler, R.N.
This agenda topic is tabled until the April 20th meeting due to the fact that the recommendations have been changed but not voted on as yet.  They will be ready for planning at the April meeting.
Agenda Item VI:  Next Meeting and Agenda Topics – Jane Tustin, R.N.

The next meeting will be held on April 20, 2009.  The topics that will be discussed are:

· Final ratification of the CSH recommendations

· CSH Action Planning

· Legislative Report

· Report on result of SBOE meeting 
Agenda Item VII:  Public Comment

Phyllis Simpson with TEA informed the members about topics on the SBOE meeting agenda coming up the week of the TSHAC meeting that were relative to school health.  She urged the members to stay informed.  A handout was shared on one of the topics and is attached.
Agenda Item VIII:  Adjournment  

ACTION:  A motion was made by Sue Beatty and seconded by Rhonda Carr to adjourn the meeting.  The motion carried and the meeting was adjourned at 2:00 p.m. 
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_______________________________

Jane Tustin, R.N., Presiding Officer
Date Approved by Committee
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