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Announcements
Review School Vaccine Update
School vaccination rules are in effect for the 2020-2021 school year regardless of whether the education is received via virtual learning or on campus. Information regarding school vaccination rules for the 2020-2021 school year is located on the DSHS Immunization Unit COVID-19 School Updates. 
Compliance with Vision, Hearing, and Spinal Screening Requirements Is Required for 2020-2021 School Year
Compliance with Texas Health and Safety Code requirements for vision, hearing, and spinal screenings is required for the 2020-2021 school year. Schools should follow these guidelines for students to obtain vision, hearing and spinal screenings that are receiving in person or online instructions.
· Send a letter to parents notifying them in advance that screenings will be conducted on designated dates
· Request parent to please bring student receiving online instructions to the school so screenings may be performed in accordance with the statutes
· In lieu of the screening(s) provided by the school:
1. parents or guardians may provide screening record signed by a licensed professional
1. parents or guardians may provide signed statement that the vision, hearing or spinal screening conflicts with the tenets and practices of a church or religious denomination of which the affiant is an adherent or member
Funding Opportunities
Grant Promotes School Nutrition, Physical Activity Programs
Looking for funding to promote physical activity or healthy eating initiatives? Look no further than the Action for Healthy Kids’ Game On grant. Applications will be accepted through August 31, 2020.
Get a Salad Bar in Your School
Does your school have a salad bar? If not, apply for a grant from Salad Bars to Schools. Applications are accepted year-round and are reviewed in the order they’re received. It may take up to 12—14 months to fund a school salad bar. To qualify, the salad bar must be part of the reimbursable meal served in your district. View application and other information. 
Apply for Food Pantry, Soup Kitchen Grant
Do you want to start or improve a community food pantry, soup kitchen, or clothing closet? Apply for a local community grant from Walmart. Kindergarten through 12th grade public, private, and charter schools are eligible. The proposed project must benefit the community at large. The deadline to apply is December 31. View the local community grants for more information.
Health Education
Educate Your Students About the Dangers of Mixing Medications 
The National Institute on Drug Abuse and Scholastic created “A Dangerous Mix” for 6th to 12th grade students addressing the potential dangerous effects associated with mixing medications and over the counter drugs. Download a PDF copy of the teacher’s guide, and visit the webpage to view the complete lesson.
Physical Education and Physical Activity
Encourage Your Students to Do a Marathon Challenge
Want your students to be more physically active? How about hosting a school marathon challenge? Form teams and try to log 26 miles, 52,000 steps, or 286 minutes of physical activity over a period of time. Visit Action for Healthy Kids for more information and ideas.
Nutrition Environment and Services
Play Online Choose MyPlate Blast Off Game
Do you want to teach your students how to make smart food choices and increase physical activity? Play the online Blast Off game, brought to you by U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Choose MyPlate. Play the game today!
Health Services
Texas Oral Health Virtual Conference
Integration of Oral Health and Primary Care Practice:  Take the First Step!
Friday, July 31, 2020 
1-2 PM CDT
Register here.
Session Description
What does a successful medical-dental integration framework look like? This session will describe how health care providers in Texas are implementing medical and dental integration. Four systems will be presented, and a panel of health centers will discuss characteristics of successful integration and how they addressed challenges.
To access registration and view the full conference schedule, session descriptions and speaker information, please visit:
https://www.texasoralhealthconference.com/schedule.html.
* Continuing education credit for multiple disciplines will be provided for this event.
Take Childhood Immunization During COVID-19 Case Study
Did you know that childhood immunization rates have dropped during the COVID-19 outbreak? Learn about steps you can take to promote routine immunization and protect patients from vaccine-preventable diseases like pertussis and measles. View the Texas Health Steps case study, brought to you by the Texas Department of State Health Services and Health and Human Services.
Counseling, Psychological and Social Services
Learn How to Create Trauma-Informed School Environment 
The National Child Traumatic Stress Network created a resource for schools to utilize to help schools create trauma-informed environments that address the needs of all students, staff, administrators, and families who might be at risk of experiencing the symptoms of traumatic stress. Go to the webpage to download a PDF copy of the resource.
Social and Emotional School Climate
View Adolescent Connectedness Webpage
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention released findings that suggest that youth who feel connected at school and at home were less likely to experience health risks related to mental health, violence, and substance abuse in adulthood. Access the new Adolescent Connectedness webpage for more information.
Employee Wellness
Learn About Extreme Heat and Employee Safety
Did you know that heat kills more than 600 people in the United States each year? Preventing heat-related illnesses is important of everyone. The National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health has information employers to use to keep employees safe while working in the heat. Visit the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention to view the information.
Family Engagement
Take a Virtual Tour of Stonehenge
One of the biggest mysteries out there is the origin of Stonehenge. Now is your chance to take a virtual tour of this amazing creation. Visit English-Heritage.org.uk and your adventure awaits!
Quote to Note
“One thing I am convinced more and more is true and that is this: the only way to be truly happy is to make others happy. When you realize that and take advantage of the fact, everything is made perfect.” –William Carlos Williams
__________________________________________________________
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