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Announcements
Summer Meal Sites Are Open
The Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) recently announced that the Summer Meals Program is open and serving no cost meals to children 18 years old and younger and enrolled students with disabilities up to 21 years old. Visit www.SummerFood.org to access an interactive meal site map. Text FOODTX or COMIDA to 877-877 for a list of three closest meal sites. Call 211 to speak to a live operator. Questions may be directed to TDA at 877-TEX-MEAL or via email at SquareMeals@TexasAgriculture.gov.
VeggieTales Wants Everyone to Complete the 2020 Census
It’s critical for every child to be counted in the 2020 Census, given the count’s impact on funding for schools, health care services, food and housing assistance, and more in communities nationwide. That’s why the U.S. Census Bureau is providing a fun, new way to promote the count to adults with young children in their home: a video featuring VeggieTales! Watch the video today!
Review Update from Vision, Hearing and Spinal Screening Program
Vision, Hearing and Spinal Screening and Reporting Rules are waived for 2019-2020 school year. Optional reporting window for screenings already conducted extended to July 31.
· Due to COVID-19 and school closures, in accordance with section 418.016 of the Texas Government Code, the Office of the Governor grants the Department of State Health Services’ request to suspend HSC section 37.001(b), 25 TAC 37.144(c)(1), and 25 TAC 37.145(b)(5) for spinal screening and reporting, and HSC sections 36.004(a), 36.006(d), and 25 TAC 37.23(a), 25 TAC 37.24(a), and 25 TAC 37.26(b)(6) for hearing and vision screening and reporting. This suspension is in effect for the 2019-2020 school year.
· Schools may report screening results of previously performed screenings by July 31st for the 2019-2020 school year if they elect to do so. Results can be submitted to DSHS online at the Child Health Reporting System (CHRS). If you have any questions, please email VHSSprogram@dshs.texas.gov.
Professional Development
Register for Say What! Tobacco-Free Virtual Conference
Register today for the 2020 Say What! Texas Tobacco-Free Virtual Conference. 
It’s taking place July 26-27, and you can participate in the fun from the comfort 
of your home. Visit the webpage for conference information and to register. Registration closes Tuesday, June 30.
Funding Opportunities
Apply for Parent-Led Program Funding
Act now, parents! Apply for a Parent for Healthy Kids grant that will provide funds and support to increase physical activity or nutrition initiatives while promoting students’ social emotional learning. Visit Action for Healthy Kids for more information. The application deadline has been extended to August 31, 2020.
Apply for ALDI Smart Kids Grants
ALDI is partnering with local organizations to make a positive impact on kids’ health and wellness. Grant funds can be used to support children through education, arts, or other activities that help kids stay active and healthy. Applicants can request either cash or ALDI gift cards ranging in value from $100 to $5,000. The application deadline is December 15, 2020. Read the frequent questions and how to apply. 
Apply for a Running Club Grant
Does your elementary or middle school provide an organized after-school running program? If yes, you may be eligible for a small grant from the Road Runners Club of America. The deadline to apply is August 1, 2020. Learn about what the grant may fund and for eligibility requirements.
Physical Education and Physical Activity
Register for Safe Routes Partnership’s State Report Cards Webinar
Join Safe Routes Partnership on July 9 at 1 PM CST for the 2020 State Report Cards on Walking, Biking, and Physical Activity webinar. Learn about the report cards, how state policies create sustainable communities and more. Register today!
Health Services
Register for Sugar, Sugar Everywhere Webinar
Can you believe sugar consumption is a major cause of health problems in the U.S.? This panel will discuss policies and programs at the state and national levels aimed at curbing sugar consumption. It’s taking place Friday, July 10, at 1 PM CST. The audience will walk away with an understanding of what is being done about sugar consumption at the broader policy level, and what they can do in their own professional settings. Continuing education credit will be available. Register today!
Counseling, Psychological and Social Services
Help Your Students with Stress
All children will experience stress. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has information for teachers and school personnel to help their students when they are experiencing stress. Tips include being alert to changes in student behavior, maintaining regular classroom routines and taking care of yourself. Read CDC’s Coping with Stress to learn more.
Physical Environment
Participate in Digital Threat Assessment Virtual Training
The Texas School Safety Center at Texas State University is offering Digital Threat Assessment virtual training. This course was developed to keep pace with the evolving technology challenges that our students currently face. View a list of training dates.
Family Engagement
Practice Eating Better on a Budget
Do you want your family to eat healthy without spending a lot of money? The U.S. Department of Agriculture has tips for families for eating healthy on a budget. Tips include planning before you shop, purchasing items at the best price and preparing meals that stretch your food dollars. Read the 10 helpful tips.
Take a Virtual Tour of the Indianapolis Zoo
Tigers, walruses, and penguins! Oh my! Get ready to take a virtual tour of the Indianapolis Zoo! Watch tigers, macaques, and more on the zoo’s webcams. Watch all the animals.
Watch Polar Bear Cubs
Explore.org has a polar bear webcam broadcasting from Rhenen, Netherlands. Watch the cute polar bear cubs play.
View Brown Bear Webcam
Katmai National Park in Alaska has a webcam at Brooks Falls. It’s powered by Explore.org. See if you can spot salmon and brown bears splashing around.
Enjoy Grizzly Bears at Oakland Zoo
Have you ever seen a grizzly bear? The Oakland Zoo in California has a webcam for those of us who want to see these amazing animals. View the grizzly bears in action.
Quote to Note
“Your body hears everything your mind says.” –Naomi Judd
__________________________________________________________
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