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Announcements
Review Update from Vision, Hearing and Spinal Screening Program
Vision, Hearing and Spinal Screening and Reporting Rules are waived for 2019-2020 school year. Optional reporting window for screenings already conducted extended to July 31.
· Due to COVID-19 and school closures, in accordance with section 418.016 of the Texas Government Code, the Office of the Governor grants the Department of State Health Services’ request to suspend HSC section 37.001(b), 25 TAC 37.144(c)(1), and 25 TAC 37.145(b)(5) for spinal screening and reporting, and HSC sections 36.004(a), 36.006(d), and 25 TAC 37.23(a), 25 TAC 37.24(a), and 25 TAC 37.26(b)(6) for hearing and vision screening and reporting. This suspension is in effect for the 2019-2020 school year.
· Schools may report screening results of previously performed screenings by July 31st for the 2019-2020 school year if they elect to do so. Results can be submitted to DSHS online at the Child Health Reporting System (CHRS). If you have any questions, please email VHSSprogram@dshs.texas.gov.
Review COVID-19 Guidance Resources on TEA Webpage
The Texas Education Agency (TEA) has many school-related COVID-19 resources and guidance documents on their webpage. The resources are frequently updated. View the TEA resources.
Request for Applications for DSHS School-Based Health Centers
The State of Texas, by and through the Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC or State), School-Based Health Centers (SBHCs) announces the expected availability of grant funds for State Fiscal Year (SFY) 2021 to partner with other community organizations and entities to achieve better health care and health for students. View the Request for Application and related documents. Responses are due May 26, 2020 by 2:00 PM CST. Questions may be directed to Amy Pearson at Amy.Pearson@hhsc.state.tx.us.
Use Meal Finder Tools to Locate Healthy Meals for Kids Near You
During COVID-19 response, the Texas Department of Agriculture understands that children need nutritious meals now more than ever. Schools and organizations across the state are distributing meals in unique and safe ways to ensure students have the nutrition they need while schools are closed. Meals are available at no cost to children and teens 18 and younger, and enrolled students with disabilities up to 21 years old. View the interactive map at SchoolMealFinder.hoonuit.com to find locations near you. You can text FOODTX or COMIDA to 877-877 to receive a text with the three closest sites to your location. You can call 211 to speak to a live operator. Contact the meal site for additional information and to ensure they are open and serving meals.
Professional Development
Save the Date for Texas School Safety Center Virtual Conference July 16
The Texas School Safety Center at Texas State University has decided to move the 2020 Texas School Safety Conference to a free one-day virtual conference. It’s taking place July 16, 2020. 
Register for National Association of School Nurses Virtual Conference
The National Association of School Nurses (NASN) has decided to move the NASN2020 Conference and NASN2020 Livestream to a virtual conference. It’s taking place June 30-July 3, 2020. Learn more about the Virtual NASN2020 event and information about registration. 
Funding Opportunities
Apply for Healthy Choices Grant
Looking for funding for nutrition and physical activity opportunities? Apply for a Healthy Choices Grant. Level one grants are awarded for a single school year or a summer program. Level two grants are awarded for two-year or longer programs. Programs should focus on the prevention of childhood obesity. The deadline to apply is July 15. 
Get a Salad Bar in Your School
Does your school have a salad bar? If not, apply for a grant from Salad Bars to Schools. Applications are accepted year-round and are reviewed in the order they are received. It may take up to 12-14 months to fund a school salad bar. To qualify, the salad bar must be part of the reimbursable meal served in your district. 
Health Education
View Mind Matters Series at Home
The National Institute on Drug Abuse has launched a redesigned series of booklets geared towards educating middle school students about substance use. The Mind Matters series consists of nine booklets on various drug topics. The series was designed to help students in grades 5 through 8 understand the effects and consequences of drug use on the brain and body. View the materials at home with your middle school children.
Nutrition Environment and Services
Take Child Nutrition Professional Online Training
The Institute of Child Nutrition is offering a series of virtual instructor-led food safety trainings for child nutrition professionals. Register for the courses via their online portal. The Institute of Child Nutrition also has an eLearning Portal with 65 online courses and 12 recorded webinars. Take the courses today.


Health Services
Earn Free Continuing Nursing Education Credit
Texas Health Steps, brought to you by Texas Health and Human Services and the Texas Department of State Health Services, has a new online course addressing transitioning services for children with special health-care needs to adulthood. Take the course today!
Physical Environment
Participate in Virtual School Behavioral Threat Assessment Training
The Texas School Safety Center at Texas State University will be holding virtual School Behavioral Threat Assessment trainings. The training is open to public independent school districts, open-enrollment charter schools, and school-based law enforcement officers. View a complete listing of Behavioral Threat Assessment trainings and dates.
Family Engagement
Register for Playground Safety Webinar
Join the Children’s Safety Network on Tuesday, May 26, at 1:30 PM CST for the Play it Safe: Playground Safety for Everyone webinar. Learn tips to keep your children safe. Register today!
Experience the Kohl Children’s Museum at Home
Want to take the museum experience home with you? Kohl Children’s Museum is providing remote learning videos for families to play, experiment, and learn. 
Watch Puppy Camera
The Warrior Canine Connection in Maryland has a puppy webcam, powered by Explore.org. Watch the tiny puppies wiggle.
Melbourne Zoo and Werribee Open Range Zoo 
The Melbourne Zoo and Werribee Open Range Zoo in Australia has a webcam of gorgeous snow leopards. Watch the livestream on YouTube and see if you can spot the new baby cubs.
Quote to Note
“Two roads diverged in a wood, and I—I took the one less traveled by, and that has made all the difference.” –Robert Frost
__________________________________________________________
Become a Friday Beat subscriber by signing up on the Friday Beat webpage!
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