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Announcements
Review Update from Vision, Hearing and Spinal Screening Program
Vision, Hearing and Spinal Screening and Reporting Rules are waived for 2019-2020 school year. Optional reporting window for screenings already conducted extended to July 31.
· Due to COVID-19 and school closures, in accordance with section 418.016 
of the Texas Government Code, the Office of the Governor grants the Department of State Health Services’ request to suspend HSC section 37.001(b), 25 TAC 37.144(c)(1), and 25 TAC 37.145(b)(5) for spinal screening and reporting, and HSC sections 36.004(a), 36.006(d), and 
25 TAC 37.23(a), 25 TAC 37.24(a), and 25 TAC 37.26(b)(6) for hearing 
and vision screening and reporting. This suspension is in effect for the 
2019-2020 school year.
· Schools may report screening results of previously performed screenings by July 31 for the 2019-2020 school year if they elect 
to do so. Results can be submitted to DSHS online at the Child Health Reporting System (CHRS). If you have any questions, please email VHSSprogram@dshs.texas.gov.
[bookmark: _Hlk39729753]View Winners of Data4SchoolNurses Media Contest
Earlier this year, the National Association of School Nurses (NASN) held a Data4SchoolNurses Media Contest. Some of the winners are from Texas. View the NASN News and Blogs to view the winners.
Request for Applications for DSHS School-Based Health Centers
The State of Texas, by and through the Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC or State), School-Based Health Centers (SBHCs) announces the expected availability of grant funds for State Fiscal Year (SFY) 2021 to partner with other community organizations and entities to achieve better health care and health for students. View the Request for Application and related documents. Responses are due May 26, 2020 by 2:00 PM CST. Questions may be directed to Amy Pearson at Amy.Pearson@hhsc.state.tx.us.
Use Meal Finder Tools to Locate Healthy Meals for Kids Near You
During COVID-19 response, the Texas Department of Agriculture understands that children need nutritious meals now more than ever. Schools and organizations across the state are distributing meals in unique and safe ways to ensure students have the nutrition they need while schools are closed. Meals are available at no cost to children and teens 18 and younger, and enrolled students with disabilities up to 21 years old. View the interactive map at SchoolMealFinder.hoonuit.com to find locations near you. You can text FOODTX or COMIDA to 877-877 to receive a text with the three closest sites to your location. You can call 211 to speak to a live operator. Contact the meal site for additional information and to ensure they are open and serving meals.
Professional Development
Registration for 2020 Say What! Conference Closing Soon
Registration for the 2020 Say What! Texas Tobacco-Free Conference is open until May 31. The Conference is taking place Sunday, July 26-Wednesday, July 29, 2020 at the Hyatt Regency Hill Country Resort in San Antonio. If social distancing is still in effect, the Conference is prepared to be held virtually.
Funding Opportunities
Apply for Parent-Led Program Funding
Act now, parents! Apply for a Parent for Healthy Kids grant that will provide funds and support to increase physical activity or nutrition initiatives while promoting students’ social emotional learning. The application deadline has been extended to August 31, 2020.
Grant Promotes School Nutrition, Physical Activity Programs
Looking for funding to promote physical activity or healthy eating initiatives? Look no further than the Action for Healthy Kids’ Game On grants. Applications will be accepted through August 31, 2020. 
Nutrition Environment and Services
Order Marketing Materials to Promote the Summer Meals Program
The Summer Meals Program connects youth ages 18 years old and younger to healthy and nutritious meals while school is out of session. The Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) has developed no cost online resources and print materials for schools, food sponsors, elected officials and community members to use as promotional items to create program awareness. Please visit www.SummerFood.org/OutreachTools to learn more about the Summer Meals Program and find downloadable materials to use on social media platforms. To order no cost, print materials, please use the following link to submit your form today!
Register for Webinar Addressing Summer Meal Program
Texas Action for Healthy Kids will be hosting a webinar on Tuesday, June 2, at 11:30 A.M. CST covering the Summer Meal Program from the Texas Department of Agriculture and the Texas Hunger Initiative. Learn more and register for the Summer Meals Program webinar. 
Health Services
Earn Continuing Education Credit While You Are Home
While you are working from home, you may want to earn continuing nursing education credit from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). The CDC’s Public Health Grand Rounds offers 18 continuing education topics. 
Physical Environment
Apply for Funding for Building Healthy Indoor Environments in Schools
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Office of Children’s Health Protection is now accepting applications for the Children’s Healthy Learning Environments Grant Initiative to provide capacity building to address children’s environmental health in school and childcare settings. The grant initiative will provide funding directly to organizations to support school- and/or childcare center-based capacity building projects that help school communities understand and address local environmental and public health issues that affect children. Applications are due June 1. For more information, read the Request for Applications.
Family Engagement
Prevent Home Injuries During the Coronavirus
With millions of children home, it is important to make sure they are in safe environments. Safe Kids Worldwide is reminding parents to follow several simple steps to help prevent injuries. View the parent’s checklist to see tips.
Watch Educational Videos from the Minnesota Children’s Museum
Do you want to make a color wheel using primary paint colors, or create a gnome home? The Minnesota Children’s Museum has a library of videos for families to watch while at home. Watch the videos today!
Explore Recipes for Play at Home from Chicago Children’s Museum
Looking for ideas to keep your little children engaged? Look no further than the Chicago Children’s Museum’s Recipes for Play at Home. Activities are arranged by age groups. View Super Ways to Play at Home
Watch Kitten Rescue Camera
Need kittens in your life? Watch the Kitten Rescue Sanctuary camera on Explore.org. Watch kittens sleep, eat, and play all day long. 
Quote to Note
“The test of a people is what they can do when they’re tired.” –Winston Churchill
__________________________________________________________
Become a Friday Beat subscriber by signing up on the Friday Beat webpage!
The articles and hyperlinks to external websites appearing in Friday Beat are intended to be informational and do not represent an endorsement by the Texas Department of State Health Services (DSHS). Other websites may not be accessible to people with disabilities. External email addresses may also be provided as a courtesy. If you choose to correspond, please be advised that DSHS policies may not apply. For information about any of the programs listed, contact the sponsoring organization directly. For comments or questions about Friday Beat, email the School Health Program at schoolhealth@dshs.texas.gov or call (512) 776-7279.
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