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DRUG DEMAND REDUCTION ADVISORY COMMITTEE

MEETING MINUTES

October 26, 2010

A meeting of the Drug Demand Reduction Advisory Committee (DDRAC) was convened at the Department of State Health Services, Moreton Building Board Room, 1100 West 49th Street, Austin, Texas 78753 on October 26, 2010. 
Members in attendance were as follows:

Mimi Martinez McKay, Department of State Health Services

Carol Lauder, Texas Comptroller’s Office

Heather Clark, Texas Department of Criminal Justice

Dr. Mary Hill, Higher Education Statewide Initiatives

Phyllis Giambrone, Texas Youth Commission

Erin Espinosa, Texas Juvenile Probation Commission

Armando Delgado, Department of Aging and Disability Services

Ann Hatchitt, Texas Workforce Commission

Manny Rodriguez, Texas Department of Criminal Justice

Major Juan Casillas, Texas National Guard

Richard Garcia, Health and Human Services Commission 
Luke Nutt, Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commission 

Milton Ayala, Department of Family and Protective Services

Captain Brian Baxter, Department of Public Safety
Regina Ygnacio, Texas Department of Motor Vehicles

Heather Clark, Texas Department of Criminal Justice

Christopher Burnett, Office of the Governor

Also in attendance:

Cynthia Humphrey, Association of Substance Abuse Programs

Julie Stevens, Southwest Center for the Application of Prevention Technologies
Susan Gallego, Department of State Health Services
Esther Betts, Department of State Health Services

Amanda Broden, Department of State Health Services

Laurel Bieschke, Department of State Health Services

Chris Cregeen, Department of State Health Services

Brittany Hibbs, Texans Standing Tall

Dianna Sosa, Office of the Governor

Frank Craig, Gateway Foundations

Terry Cowan, Association of Substance Abuse Programs

Aaron Yeats, Sherry Matthews Advocacy Marketing

Nigel Lowrie, Sherry Matthews Advocacy Marketing

Joe Gonzalez, Rio Grande Valley Council

Tara Powell, Department of State Health Services 

Attended via call-in:
Dr. Marianne Marcus, University of Texas-Houston Health Science Center, School of Nursing

Dr. Neil Adelman, Add-Life Recovery

Dr. Chilo Madrid, Aliviane, Inc.

Guillermo Valenzuela, Aliviane, Inc.

Kathryn Jones, Center for Health Care Services

I.   
Call to Order   


Mimi Martinez McKay called the meeting to order at 1:32 p.m.  

II. Review/Approval of Minutes from September 1, 2010 Meeting
The minutes of the September 1, 2010 meeting were reviewed by the committee members.  A motion to approve the July minutes was made by Erin Espinosa and seconded by Carol Lauder.  
III. Agency Updates
· Mimi McKay provided an update on the Department of State Health Services’ Proposed Exceptional Items Request related to community mental health and substance abuse.  Target areas included hospital/jail diversion projects, expansion of border services, enhancement of CMBHS and maintaining hospital services.  
· Mimi also discussed findings from the 2009 National Survey on Drug Use and Health as well as highlights from the 2009 Red Ribbon Rally, which took place at the Texas State Capital on October 14, 2010.  
· Erin Espinosa informed the committee about the 6th Annual Strengthening Youth and Families Conference, a multiagency training program which will take place November 3-5, 2010 in Austin, TX.

· Milton Ayala informed the committee about the 2010 National Alliance for Drug Endangered Children’s Conference, a training event which will take place November 9-11, 2010 in Dallas, TX.  
· Dr. Mary Hill reported that recovery has emerged as a federal priority, and shared that the University of Texas at Austin received national recognition for their crisis response to the recent campus suicide.  
IV.  Presentation on Border Issues
· Sue Gallego, DSHS, provided background on the SSBG-RBI Border Violence Prevention Project, which emerged through a five-month, $500,000 block grant awarded to the Rio Grande Valley (RGV) Council to provide direct service to families in the underserved Colonias region.  
· Although the grant originally focused on Hildalgo, Willacy and Cameron counties, the RGV Council was able to develop a bi-national, interagency taskforce to work on border violence, substance abuse and disaster preparedness.  
· The project has served approximately 1,200 individuals and sponsored two conferences in addition to developing two sets of curricula for providers and Promotoras, respectively. 
· Joe Gonzalez, Rio Grande Valley Council reframed border violence as international, terror-driven, organized violence that is migrating.   

· Using ecological systems theory, Joe addressed how rapid social change in Mexico at the micro, mezzo and macro levels coupled with the culture of fear created through historical trauma has increased border violence.
· Joe explained how violence can be addressed through use of a Border Violence Screening Tool, the Violence Prevention Model, a Coordinated School Health Program Crisis Response Plan, and Community Organizing and Mobilization.     

· The RGV Council’s Keeping My Family Safe Border Violence Curricula can be publicly downloaded at www.rgvcouncil.org, and hard copies can also be obtained through an emailed request.  The Council has applied for FY11 funding that would establish Keeping My Family Safe as a best practice curriculum.  
· Dr. Chilo Madrid and Guillermo Valenzuela, Aliviane, Inc. informed the committee of federal funding they have received to establish the Border Institute of Excellence (BIE) Center for Effective Parenting (CEP) which will work to combat youth drug trafficking, substance abuse, and gang involvement by utilizing a parent focused public health approach intended to counter recruitment tactics by drug cartels and transnational gangs in El Paso County, Texas.  

· The 18 month project will use a “train the trainers” approach with an initial cohort of eight to conduct street outreach, prevention and intervention to 100 families. Additionally, the cohort will train eight additional parents as trainers; a total of 64 parents will be trained and involved with the BIE Center for Effective Parenting.
· The BIE is collaborating with the Addiction Technology Transfer Center to develop curriculum to address gang prevention along the border through SAMHSA.
V.  Presentation on the Texas State Incentive Program (TSIP)
· Dr. Mary Hill presented a brief history of the TSIP Advisory Committee, which officially ended on September 31, 2010.
· There are continuing opportunities at the federal level: Prevention Prepared Communities through SPF-SIG and ONDCP for local coalitions will continue to provide training.
VI. Finalization of the 2011 Legislative Recommendations and Additional Information for Inclusion in the Report

· Research was presented on how Ch. 59 asset forfeiture funds are currently utilized by law enforcement agencies throughout the state.  The committee agreed to dedicate a section of the 2011 report to explaining statute related to availability of asset forfeiture funds for use towards prevention and treatment.
· Carol Lauder requested that the indoor smoking ban recommendation include more data on secondhand smoke, particularly its fiscal impact on bars and restaurants.  See Penny Harmonson, DSHS, for MGT of America study.
· Feedback from the Texas Department of Insurance will be sought for inclusion in the recommendation to repeal the exclusionary clause of the Uniform Individual Accident and Sickness Policy Provision Law (UPPL).
· Due to legislative and/or fiscal concerns, the committee decided not to include additional proposals related to sobriety checkpoints, alcohol excise tax, the reduction of disease transmission, and keg registration.
· The committee agreed to include a brief section on K2, alcopops, drugged driving and other emerging drug trends in the State of Texas.  
· Target date for release of draft report is November 15th.  Members will have 10 days to provide feedback prior to approval. 
VII. Review and Update DDRAC Subcommittee Structure and Comprehensive Strategy

· No updates were made at this time.  Members were asked to send any changes electronically.  A final version will be approved in the completed draft report.
VIII. Public Comment

· Public comment was accepted throughout the meeting.

IX. Adjourn

· The meeting was adjourned by Mimi Martinez McKay at 4:03 p.m.
Contact:  Mimi Martinez McKay, MHSA Information Services, 909 West 45th St., Austin, Texas, 512/206.5804

