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Mr. Stephen Williams called the meeting to order and asked the Committee to introduce themselves to the audience and participants who joined via conference call.   

Mr. Williams asked the Committee to vote on approval of the February 28th PHFPC meeting minutes.  Ms. Yeatts made a motion to approve the minutes as written, and Dr. McGaha seconded.

Update on Contract Management Performance System (CMPS) – Ms. Patty Melchior reported that, currently, sixteen-hundred contractors have submitted their email addresses to register for the system.  The Contract Management Unit anticipates sending a message out through the Gov Delivery System about registration either today or tomorrow.  The training schedule is going out this week.   This is a big week and they are moving fast.  The most critical component is that contractors get signed up.  There are another two-hundred to three-hundred registrants expected to register.  Please spread the word.  Contracts cannot be entered until the contractor has registered.  Once the schedule is released, Ms. Melchior will send schedule to Glenna to disseminate.  Ms. Melchior will also be communicating it through TALHO.  

Update on TB Funding Formula Mr. Felipe Rocha shared that the revised funding formula has been submitted to the Commissioner.  Once the program hears from him, Mr. Rocha will let us know.  We will add this item to the next meeting. 

Update on Institute of Medicine (IOM) & National Association of County and City Health Officials (NACCHO) - Identifying Minimum Set of Services for Local Health Entities  - Mike Hill reported that the IOM has been looking at local health department services and trying to come up with guidelines and a minimum package of services.  The Committee has been charged with looking at this exact thing, but he offered to share what is being done nationally.  Mr. Williams added that the Committee needs to consider more information as we begin working on outlining components of a local health entity.  Mr. Hill will send Glenna the link and she will share with the Committee.  Mr. Williams advised that the Committee has to determine how to comb through this information as they consider minimum components for a local health entity.  The NACCHO document is their response to considering the IOM’s report.

83rd Legislative Session & SB 127SB 127 – Mr. Hill advised that SB 127 is an attempt at assessing this Committee to do a more formal review of the state, local and regional health departments and to take a more formal approach at looking at funding formulas and other funding sources so as to maximize public health in Texas.  Public health threat policy piece has to do with making it acceptable for health departments to utilize grant funded staff during an emergency.  Ms. Melchior clarified, currently, within all CDC grants, there is already 5% flexibility for emergencies and training.  Even though the word, ‘emergency’ is used, contractors should not feel pigeon-holed, because there is flexibility beyond a declared emergency.  Representative Kolkhorst has a bill around cottage foods, but it has not gotten traction.  There is, of course, one on raw milk.  Ms. Yeatts requested that if SB 127 passes, someone come back and inform the Committee on what the implications are.  Dan Smith said that DSHS’s Government Affairs Office will do that. Dr. McGaha said the evaluation piece will be interesting because it includes private entities.  Mr. Williams said that was included to provide a balanced approach.  The same lens should be used when looking at locals as well as regions.  TALHO is tracking almost two-hundred bills.

Stakeholder Input/General Public Comment - Mr. Williams asked for any general public comments.  No comments were made. Mr. Williams said the Committee’s first annual report has been released.  Now we will begin looking at public health from a structure standpoint and from a funding standpoint. A good example was with TB.  The Committee supported the leveraging of local dollars, and we will see how the Commissioner responds to that. Ms. Yeatts asked if we could put a link on the DSHS website.  Dr. Guidry suggested the link be sent to  TALHO and all public health associations.  

Vote for Chair of Committee – The Chair position expired December 31st, 2012, and Dr. Guidry asked if Mr. Williams is willing to continue.  Dr. McCullough motioned nominating Mr. Williams and Dr. Kurz seconded.  For discussion, Dr. Smith mentioned that Mr. Williams has presented a balanced approach and shown excellent time management.  Dr. Guidry echoed that he has shown excellent leadership skills and has kept the group on task.  None opposed.  Mr. Williams accepted and thanked the Committee. He said there is much work for the Committee to do, and he appreciates the different perspectives that the members bring to the table. 

Future Meetings – Mr. Williams said the Committee needs to outline everything we need to look at before taking on the task of the charges in the bill, specifically. Dr. McCullough suggested having someone from Texas A&M School of Rural Public Health come and give an update on Local Health Department (LHD) survey analysis.  Dr. Blakely is not sure whether a document can be handed out in a final form by April 12th , but he thinks we can assume a presentation can be made.  Dr. McCullough asked if we need to look again at the Local Health Authority (LHA) survey to get a synopsis.  Dr. Guidry said it would be a great idea.  The words LHA are referenced many times in the statute. He said a document was put together by Monty Waters with DSHS that referenced LHAs in the statute.  Dr. Guidry will work on getting that. Dr. McCullough clarified that there is also a need is to look at results of the survey.  Mr. Williams suggested Dr. Guidry, Dr. Riggins and Dr. Smith put together a summary and tell us the state of LHAs and what needs to be done in response to the survey results. We know the need is for training. We have also heard there are issues over jurisdictions and scope of services.  Glenna will get subcommittee together to prepare for this.  Mr. Williams advised this the subcommittee look at survey results and the statute and then make suggestions of next steps.  Glenna will include Mr. Waters to participate.  Dr. Riggins said this is an ad hoc committee rather than a subcommittee.  
Whenever we get the DSHS response from the recommendations those will get on the agenda.
Dr. Billy Philips suggested having a presentation on health information technology. One of the Committee’s charges deals with the interoperability of various registries, etc,.  One of the goals of the Health Information Technology Regional Extension Center (HITREC) is to promote and improve population health outcomes. Dr. Phillips said he would be glad come and address the Committee to give a sense of the state of the conversations going on and some of the challenges that might come up.  
Mr. Williams said he would also like to take another look at the Committee’s process.  We might consider bringing someone in to help because we will not be able to do the work during our monthly meeting.  It will not be one size fits all because of the diverse geography in the state.   
On the next agenda we will have updates from CMPS, TB (if available), HITREC, General Public Comment, LHD Survey, LHA Survey/Issues, Accreditation Survey, and Committee Process.
The May meeting will be on May 7th to coordinate those traveling in for the Accreditation Training. Dr. McGaha asked if those present in the room could introduce themselves to the Committee.
Mr. Williams encouraged everyone to read through the report. Mr. Williams publically thanked Dr. Blakely for his work on the Committee, especially on the report.  Dr. Blakely said this is a great opportunity and the coming year will be even more interesting. He looks forward to hearing about all the havoc the Committee raises. 

Meeting was adjourned.




