Texas Board of Orthotics and Prosthetics

November 2, 2001, Regular Board Meeting Minutes

The Texas Board of Orthotics and Prosthetics met November 2, 2001, 10:00 a.m., at the Texas Department of Health, Exchange Building, S-402, conference room, Austin, Texas.  This was the Board’s 26th regular meeting.

Members Present:
Scott Atha, Wanda Furgason, Randy Hart, Thomas Lunsford, and Stanley Thomas.

Members Absent:
Lupe Young.

TDH Staff Present:
Donna Flippin, Marsha Lawson, David Richards, and Debbie Peterson.


 Item #  1:
Call to Order.  (Stan Thomas)


Mr. Thomas called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.  Each person in attendance introduced themself.

 Item #  2:
Approval of the minutes from the August 24, 2001, meeting.  (Stan Thomas)


The minutes of the August 24, 2001, meeting were approved by unanimous voice vote, after making a changes to modify the definition of a foot orthoses to include a prosthetic toe filler in Item #9.

 Item #  3:
Presiding Officer’s Report.  (Stan Thomas)


Mr. Thomas expressed concerns regarding the Bomer Report.

 Item #  4:
Executive Director’s Report.  (Donna Flippin)


Ms. Flippin’s report included informing the Board that the Board office continues to devise information and guidelines for use by applicants to help them understand procedures, qualifications and documentation needed to apply under the various pathways.  Results of the October 27, 2001, examinations were shared with the Board members.  The current number of licensees/registrants: 437 and current number of accredited facilities: 156.  Ms. Flippin announced the new Texas Commissioner of Health, Dr. Eduardo Sanchez.

Division Director’s Report:  Debbie Peterson, Assistant Division Director, gave the budget report. She suggested that the budget be placed on a near future agenda for discussion.  Ms. Peterson informed the Board of HB 2408 requiring a complaints study process by all boards with the Health Professions Council to recommend a standard procedure for complaints processing.

 Item #  5:
Public Comment.

Carol Aselage expressed concerns regarding Eleazar Garcia practicing without a license.  The Board’s attorney suggested that someone be sent to the facility to verify that this individual is practicing and if so, refer this complaint to the Attorney General’s Office.  A motion was made by Scott Atha to have an investigator go to the facility and if the allegations are confirmed, refer to the Attorney General’s Office.  The motion was approved by all and carried.
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 Item #  7:
The Board approved and disapproved 15 licensure applications from individuals.

 Item #  8:
The Board approved 6 facility accreditation applications.

 Item #  9:
The were no items to discuss.

 Item #10:
Discussed in Item # 5, Public Comment.  If confirmed, the facility accreditation will be revoked.

 Item #11:
No licenses were surrendered.

 Item #12:
The complaint report was given by the Executive Director and accepted by the Board.  The Board suggested that the names of violators be published in the newsletter.

 Item #13:
No discussion at this time of the proposed rules amendments; will continue reviewing at February 15, 2002, Rules Workshop.

*Item #  6:
Committee member appointments were made to the Rules Committee, Education & Facility Standards Committee, and Public Information Committee.

 Item #14:
Items for future consideration are fees and budget.

 Item #15:
The Board discussed future meeting dates and locations.  The agreed dates were February 15, 2002, in the Dallas-Fort Worth area and June 21, 2002, in San Antonio.

 Item #16:
The meeting adjourned.

* Items taken out of order


Stanley Thomas




Donna Flippin

Presiding Officer




Executive Director

