Texas Board of Orthotics & Prosthetics

March 16, 2001, Regular Meeting Minutes

The Texas Board of Orthotics & Prosthetics met March 16, 2001, 10:00 a.m., at the Holiday Inn

Emerald Beach, in Corpus Christi, Texas.  This was the Board’s 24th regular meeting.

Members Present:
Scott Atha, Randy Hart, Stanley Thomas, Lupe Young, Wanda Furgason, and Thomas Lunsford

TDH Staff Present:
Donna Flippin, David Richards, Debbie Peterson, and Jennifer Hummel. 

Others Present:

Edgar and Sarah DeLaFuente, Samuel Curtis Jr., Albert and Sean






Holmes, Frank Harvey, Boyce, Pete, and Cathy Baker, John and 






David French, Brian Mercer, and Gustavo Villarreal  


Item #1:

Call to Order.  (Scott Atha)

Mr. Atha called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.

Item #2:

Approval of the minutes from the November 29, 2000, meeting.  (Scott Atha)

The November 19, 2000, meeting minutes were approved by unanimous voice vote.

Item #3:

Presiding Officer’s Report.  (Scott Atha)




Mr. Atha addressed complaints regarding physical therapists providing orthotic services.  He reported that the closed complaints could possibly be reopened at a later date.

Item #4:

Executive Director’s Report.  (Donna Flippin)

Ms. Flippin’s report included a list of accredited facilities, current licensees, and information on SB 791, HB 2407, HB 2408, HB 2730, and HB 11.  Debbie Peterson presented the O&P budget report, exam information, and the Health Professions annual report.

Item #5:

The Board discussed the issues related to licensed physical therapists and the regulation of orthotics and prosthetics.  David Richards is drafting an Attorney General’s opinion request and will provide the Board with copies when available.

Item #6:

The Board approved and disapproved licensure applications from individuals.  

Item #7:

The Board approved 12 facility accreditation applications and tabled 4. 

Item #8:

The Board discussed questions relating to facility accreditation requirements.  This included discussion of facilities with multiple locations that have one hour or more traveling distance between them and have only one practitioner in charge.

Item #9:



The Board discussed participation in the Texas Medical Association Annual Meeting (TEXMED) held May 3-5, 2001 in Houston, Texas.  The Board members will alternate attendance in the booth along with staff members.

Item #10:


The Board discussed and approved the consumer information brochure prepared by staff members.  

Item #11:


No licenses were surrendered.

Item #12:


The Board discussed and approved Board Orders denying the licenses of James Dorman and Steven Horsley.

Item #13:


The Board discussed and accepted the Complaint Report containing information on the number of complaints received and closed, as well as disciplinary actions.  The Board agreed to post disciplinary actions on the website.

Item #14:


The Board discussed article relating to HCFA rules for “Qualified Providers.”

Item #15:


The Board discussed and approved the Agreed Order for enforcement action regarding John Santos.

Item #16:


No comments from the public were heard.

Item #17:


Future agenda items were not specified.

Item #18:


The Board discussed future meeting dates and locations.  The agreed dates were May 21, 2001 in Austin, Texas, and August 24, 2001 in San Antonio, Texas.

Item #19:


The meeting adjourned at 3:20 p.m.











Presiding Officer

























Executive Director

