Texas Board of Orthotics & Prosthetics

August 22, 2000, Regular Meeting Minutes

(The Texas Board of Orthotics & Prosthetics met August 22, 2000, 10:00 a.m., at the Fairfield Inn, Dallas, Texas.  This was the Boards twenty-second regular meeting.)

Members Present:
Scott Atha, Wanda Furgason, Randy Hart, Thomas Lunsford, Stanley Thomas, and 





Lupe Young

Members Absent:
None

TDH Staff Present:
Donna Flippin, David Richards, and Jim Zukowski, Ed.D. 

Others Present:
Susan Kapp, and Gordon Greene from UT Southwestern Medical School Dallas.  Jacki Fancher, 





Elizabeth Buckner, Michael Buckner and Phil Haag.



Item #1:

Call to Order.  (Scott Atha)

Mr. Atha called the meeting to order at 10:07 a.m.

Item #2:

Approval of the Minutes From the May 16, 2000, Meeting.  (Scott Atha)

The May 16, 2000, meeting minutes were approved by unanimous voice vote.

Item #3:

Presiding Officers Report.  (Scott Atha)

A letter from the Texas Board of Physical Therapy Examiners (PT Board) was reviewed, concerning the practice of orthotics by physical therapists.  David Richards will ask the PT Board to clarify whether the practice of prosthetics is also included in the response.

TDH staff was directed to proceed with an Attorney General (AGO) Opinion Request concerning licensed physical therapists performing orthotics and prosthetics.  The TBOP members were asked to submit any additional questions to include in the AGO request by the Wednesday after Labor Day.

Item #4:

Executive Directors Report.  (Donna Flippin)

Ms. Flippin reported that the Texas Board of Orthotics and Prosthetics support staff position is now filled.  Jennifer Hummel was selected to fill the position and will begin September 1, 2000.

Item #5:

Dr. Jim Zukowski presented budget information for fiscal years 2000 and 2001.

Item #6:

The Board approved and disapproved licensure applications from individuals.  The Board approved all 

facility accreditation applications except five, from one firm.  There were questions and concerns about the floor plans and whether the smaller sized facilities were in compliance with Board rules.  The Board directed staff to perform a site visit of the facilities as soon as possible.  Board member Randy Hart agreed to assist 
the staff as needed with facility site visits.

Item #7:

The restrictions for participation in the Chronically Ill and Disabled Childrens and the Children with Special Health Care Needs Programs at the Texas Department of Health were discussed.  Randy Hart reported that the programs were proposing to amend the rules to allow participation by Orthotists and Prosthetists who were Texas licensed only and not certified by the American Board for Certification.  According to information provided to Mr. Hart by program staff, the proposed amendments were scheduled to be approved and published in October 2000 for a 30-day comment period.  July 2001 was the anticipated date of adoption.

Item #8:



The Consumer Education Committee reported that staff was directed to draft of a consumer education brochure for review at the next meeting.  The board discussed how to obtain a mailing list of all managed care companies in Texas, including health maintenance organizations, and preferred provider organizations in order to send a consumer information brochure. Donna Flippin agreed to look into obtaining the list from the Texas Department of Health or the Texas Department of Insurance.

Item #9:



The Committee looking into the provision of orthotic and prosthetic sales and services via the Internet reported that agencies and organizations doing business in Texas must comply with the O & P Act, whether by licensure or by exemption. 

Item #10:



Donna Flippin presented the Complaint Report for the period ending August 20, 2000.

Item #11:



Pending items for the next meeting include, but are not limited to the following items:

Internet sales of prosthetics and orthotics, PT Board issues and concerns, results of the site inspections for O & P facilities seeking accreditation, and a consumer information brochure.

Item #12:



The next meeting was scheduled for November 29, 2000, in San Antonio, TX. Committee meetings will begin at 8:30 a.m. and the full board will meet at 10:00. 

The meeting adjourned at 1:25 p.m.
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Presiding Officer

























Executive Director

