
Texas Board of Orthotics & Prosthetics


May 16, 2000, Regular Meeting Minutes

(The Texas Board of Orthotics & Prosthetics met May 16, 2000, 10:00 a.m., at the Texas Department of Health Moreton Building, Room M-653, Austin, Texas.  This was the Boards twenty-first regular meeting.)

Members Present:
Scott Atha, Wanda Furgason, Stanley Thomas, Lupe Young

Members Absent:
Thomas Lunsford, Kenneth Hart

TDH Staff Present:
Donna Flippin, Kathy Reeves, Jim Zukowski, Debbie Peterson, David Richards, Tom Brinck, Joanna Williamson, Cynthia Culmo

Others Present:
Bill Payton, Jim Pelletier, Linda Putback Bean, Kenneth Bean, Michelle Simpkins, Phil Haag


Item #1:

Call to Order.  (Scott Atha)

Mr. Atha called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.

Item #2:

Approval of the Minutes From the March 9, 2000, Meeting.  (Scott Atha)

The March 9, 2000, meeting minutes were approved by unanimous voice vote.

Item #3:

Presiding Officers Report.  (Scott Atha)

Mr. Atha reported that Donna Flippin, David Richards, and he plan to meet with representatives from the Physical Therapy Board to discuss the boards position on physical therapists practicing orthotics and prosthetics.  Mr. Atha reported the results of several informal conferences held since the last board meeting.

Item #4:

Executive Directors Report.  (Donna Flippin)

Ms. Flippin reported that the Texas Board of Orthotics and Prosthetics support staff position is now vacant.  Because of staffing shortages and computer problems, licenses have not been printed.  Computer problems should be resolved and licenses printed by the end of May.  Renewal notifications were mailed the end of February and renewal applications have been received for April, May, and June.

Item #5:

Review, Discussion, and Possible Action to Approve/Disapprove Pending Licensure Applications (Scott Atha)

The Board reviewed 16 license applications.

Item #6:

Review, Discussion, and Possible Action to Approve/Disapprove Pending Facility Accreditation Applications (Scott Atha)

The Board reviewed 9 facility accreditation applications.

Item #7:

Discussion and Possible Action on Developing Guidelines for Reciprocity.  (Scott Atha)

Mr. Atha explained the definition of reciprocity.  Ms. Flippin stated that reciprocity is not an issue to be considered when licensing orthotists and prosthetists because the Texas Board of Orthotics and Prosthetics Rules do not provide for the acceptance of out-of-state licenses.  Each person entering Texas must apply and qualify under the current requirements of the Texas Board of Orthotics and Prosthetics Rules and Act.  Tabled for future discussion and research.

Item #8:

Discussion and Possible Action on Developing Guidelines for the Sale of Orthotic and Prosthetic Devices Over the Internet.  (Scott Atha)

Mr. Atha explained that the unlicensed sale of orthotic and prosthetic devices is occurring over the Internet.  He added that some orthotists and prosthetists may be practicing medicine by dispensing these devices without a physicians orders/prescription.  He suggested that since more statutory boards are struggling with this same issue, the Board should approach the Lieutenant Governors Office to see if anything can be accomplished on a broader scale.  Tabled for future discussion and research.

Item #9:

Discussion and Possible Action to Approve/Disapprove Extending the Contract for Examinations.  (Joanna Williamson and Debbie Peterson)

Ms. Williamson explained that this contract is due to expire August 31, 2000, and the Professional Licensing and Certification Division would like to renew it for another two years at the same price.  She added that the feedback from examinees has been positive.  A motion was made and approved by unanimous voice vote to extend the contract for examinations for two years at the same price.

Item #10:
Presentation of Information Regarding the Regulation of Medical Devices As It Relates to Orthotics and Prosthetics.  (Tom Brinck)

Mr. Brinck of the TDH Drugs and Medical Devices Division answered questions posed by Board members regarding the regulation of orthotists and prosthetists by the TDH Drugs and Medical Devices Division.  Mr. Atha suggested that Mr. Brinck view his Austin facility since it would be a typical example of an orthotic and prosthetic operation and determine if and at what point these types of facilities would fall under the jurisdiction of the TDH Drugs and Medical Devices Division regulations.  Ms. Flippin suggested the Texas Board of Orthotics and Prosthetics newsletter as a way to inform and educate orthotists and prosthetists once an interpretation is issued regarding the regulation of orthotists and prosthetists by the TDH Drugs and Medical Devices Division.  The Board decided the issue was too complex to make a decision and decided to continue the dialog with the TDH Drugs and Medical Devices Division.  Tabled for future discussion and research.

Item #11:
Other Business.
None.

Item #12:
Public Comment.
None.

Item #13:
Future Agenda Items.

Review of Licensure and Facility Accreditation Applications.


Development of Guidelines for Reciprocity.


Development of Guidelines for the Sale of Orthotic and Prosthetic Devices Over the Internet.


Consumer Education Committee.

Item #14:
Future Meeting Date and Location.
Tuesday, August 22, 2000, Dallas, Texas.


9:00 a.m., Consumer Education Committee.


10:00 a.m., Regular Board Meeting.

Item #15:
Adjournment.
Mr. Atha adjourned the meeting at 2:45 p.m.


Presiding Officer








Executive Director

