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Public Notice

The Texas Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC) is submitting to the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) a request for an amendment to the Youth Empowerment Services (YES) waiver program, a waiver implemented under the authority of §1915(c) of the Social Security Act.  The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services has approved this waiver through March 31, 2018.  This notice amends the previous notice posted on March 27, 2015. The proposed effective date for the amendment is March 18, 2016, with no changes to cost neutrality. 

This amendment request proposes to make the following changes:

1) Geographically expand to Collin, Dallas, Ellis, Hunt, Kaufmann, Navarro and Rockwall. 
2) The State will also include Local Behavioral Health Authority (LBHA) along with the existing Local Mental Health Authority (LMHA) to perform administrative functions at the local level. 
3) Revise the qualifications of the professionals performing the initial level- of-care evaluations.
4) Remove from respite service the requirement for a functioning landline phone.
5) Revise service limits to include exclusions for the following: employment assistance, supported employment, community living supports, non-medical transportation, respite, supportive family-based alternatives, and paraprofessional services.
6) Update the method of payment to an approved Medicaid Management Information System (MMIS).
7) Change the performance measures sampling approach from 100% to a representative sample for the following measures: A.a.1, A.a.5, C.c.1, D.a.1, D.a.2, D.a.3, D.b.1, D.c.1, D.c.2, D.d.1, D.d.2, D.e.1, D.e.2, D.e.3, G.a.3, G.a.4, G.a.5, and G.a.6. 
8) Change the data source on performance measures to reflect current practice for the following measures: A.a.1, A.a.2, A.a.3, A.a.4, A.a.5, A.a.6, A.a.7, B.a.1, B.b.1, B.c.2, D.a.1, D.a.2, D.a.3, D.b.1, D.c.1, D.c.2, D.d.1, D.d.2, D.e.1, D.e.2, D.e.3, G.a.1, G.a.2, G.a.3, and G.a.4. 
9) Change the frequency of reporting on performance measures for the following measures: A.a.1, D.c.1, D.d.1, D.d.2, I.a.1, I.a.2, and I.3.
10) Make technical corrections to change references of The Child and Adolescent-Texas Recommended Assessment Guidelines (CA-TRAG) to The Child and Adolescent Needs and Strengths Comprehensive Assessment (CANS). This change was approved in a previous amendment but not all references were changed at that time. 

The YES waiver program is designed to provide community-based services to children with serious emotional disturbances and their families, with a goal of reducing or preventing children’s inpatient psychiatric treatment and the consequent removal from their families.  The waiver is currently approved to serve up to 650 eligible youth who are at least age three but under age 19 and who are predicted to remain in the waiver for 12 months.

To obtain copies of the proposed waiver amendment, including the YES settings transition plan, or if you have questions, need additional information, or wish to submit comments regarding this amendment or the YES settings transition plan, interested parties may contact Jacqueline Pernell by mail at Texas Health and Human Services Commission, PO Box 13247, Mail Code H-370, Austin, Texas 78711-3247, phone (512) 428-1931, fax (512) 730-7472, or by email at TX_Medicaid_Waivers@hhsc.state.tx.us.
