Texas State Board of Examiners of Marriage and Family Therapists

Ethics Committee

Friday, January 12, 2007

Department of State Health Services

8407 Wall Street, Room S-402

Austin TX

Minutes

Board Members Present:

Sandra DeSobe, Professional Member

Brenda VanAmburgh, Professional Member

Beverly Womack, Professional Member

Joe Ann Clack, Public Member

Staff Present:

Charles Horton

Dan Meador

Georgia Norman

Steve Slough

Champ Kerr


Guests Present:

Laura Prillwitz

Tom Hartsell

Sandra Haram

Mary Patterson

Patrick Thompson

Mark Britain

Agenda Item 1 was to call the meeting to order at 12:08 pm by Ms. DeSobe, chair.

Agenda Item 2 was to approve the minutes from the November 8, 2006 meeting.  A motion was made by Dr. VanAmburgh to approve the minutes. The motion was seconded and passed.

Agenda Item 3 was the discussion on the following pending complaints:

Complaint #1062060040 (SH) was discussed. A motion was made by Dr. VanAmburgh to close this complaint as unsubstantiated. The motion was seconded and passed.

Complaints #MF-06-020 (LP), #MF-06-027 (LP) and #MF-06-028 (LP) were discussed.  A motion was made by Dr. VanAmburgh to close these complaints as unsubstantiated. The motion was seconded and passed.

Complaint #MF-06-029 (MP) was discussed.  A motion was made by Ms. Clack to propose a reprimand and require completion of six hours in record keeping. The motion was seconded and passed. 

Complaint #1062060045 (MB) was discussed.  A motion was made by Dr. VanAmburgh to close this complaint as unsubstantiated. The motion was seconded and passed.

Complaint #1062070002 (DF) was discussed.  A motion was made Ms. Clack to close this complaint as unsubstantiated.  The motion was seconded and passed. 

The Texas State Board of Examiners of Marriage and Family Therapists having convened on this date and with a quorum present, will now go into Executive Session in accordance with Government Code, Chapter 551 (Open Meetings Act) of the State of Texas, for the purpose of consulting with the board attorney concerning the matter of MW-06-026.  The date is January 12, 2007.  The time is 4:21 pm.    The Texas State Board of Examiners of Marriage and Family Therapists came out of Executive Session at 4:27 9m.  No formal action was taken. The date is January 12, 2007.

Complaint #MF-06-026 (MB) was discussed. A motion was made by Ms. Womack for violation.  The motion was seconded and passed. A motion was made by Ms. Clack to propose 2-year probated suspension, require completion of 6 hours of continuing education in record keeping and ethics, monthly supervision and quarterly reporting.  The motion was seconded and passed.

Complaint #1062060039 (CDN) was discussed.  A motion was made by Ms. Clack for a violation.  The motion was seconded and passed.  A motion was made by Ms. Womack to require the successful completion of the jurisprudence examination and require completion of 3 hours of ethics and recordkeeping education, if provided within 6 months of the NOV, otherwise a reprimand will be issued.  The motion was seconded and passed.

Complaint #1062060043 (PA) was discussed.  A motion was made by Dr. VanAmburgh to propose a warning letter for misrepresentation.  The motion was seconded and passed.

Complaint #1062070007 (RH) was discussed.  A motion was made by Dr. VanAmburgh to table this complaint for further investigation.  The motion was seconded and passed.

Complaint #MF-05-004 (MB) was discussed.   A motion was made by Dr. VanAmburgh to close this complaint as non-jurisdictional.  The motion was seconded and passed.

Complaint #MF-05-038 (SM) was discussed.  A motion was made by Ms. Clack to close this complaint with advisement.  The motion was seconded and passed.

Agenda Item 4 was the update and discussion on the following pending complaints awaiting informal settlement or SOAH hearings:

MF-05-027 (BD) has requested an informal conference.
MF-05-044 (MC) has requested an informal conference.
MF-06-003 (LH) has requested SOAH.
MF-06-007 (JA) has requested SOAH.
MF-06-021 (GR) was recommended for closure after the informal conference.
MF-06-025 (AT) has requested SOAH.
Agenda Item 5 was to schedule the next committee meeting date.  The next meeting will be April 12, 2007.
Agenda Item 6 was public comment.  There was no public comment.
Agenda Item 7 was to adjourn the meeting.  A motion was made by Ms. Clack to adjourn the meeting at 5:10 pm. The motion was seconded and passed.
________________________________

Sandra DeSobe, Chairman
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