Texas State Board of Examiners of Marriage & Family Therapists

Ethics Committee Meeting

November 3, 2006

8407 Wall Street, S-402

Austin TX

Minutes

Board Members Present:

Beverly Womack, Professional Member

Brenda VanAmburgh, Professional Member

Sandra DeSobe, Professional Member

Joe Ann Clack, Public Member
Staff Present:

Charles Horton

Georgia Norman

Dan Meador

Champ Kerr

Gerard Bonner

Jack McDaniel

Steve Slough

Guests Present:

James Pfeiffer
Celeste Lira

Jody Kuhl

Laura Prillwitz

Houston Watson
Cecilia Ozumba

Patricia Abbott

Jim Hoadley

John Koiner

Eddie Traughber
Agenda Item 1 was to call the meeting to order at 8:18 am by Ms. DeSobe, chair.

Agenda Item 2 was to approve the minutes from the July 21, 2006 meeting. A motion was made by Ms. Womack to approve the minutes. The motion was seconded and passed.

Agenda Item 3 was the discussion and possible action on the following pending complaints:

MF-06-012 (JP) was discussed.  A motion was made by Dr. VanAmburgh for a professional boundary violation.  The motion was seconded and passed.  A motion was made by Dr. VanAmburgh for a billing violation.  The motion was seconded and passed. A motion was made by Dr. VanAmburgh to close with advisement if he shows completion of continuing education courses in ethics and billing and corrected billing with the insurance company within 30 days. Failure to comply will result in a reprimand.   The motion was seconded and passed.

MF-06-020 (LP), MF-06-027 (LP) and MF-06-028 (LP) were discussed.   A motion was made by Ms. Clack to table these complaints for further investigation.  The motion was seconded and passed.

MF-06-005 (PS) was discussed.  A motion was made by Dr. VanAmburgh for a violation.   The motion was seconded and passed.   A motion was made by Dr. VanAmburgh to propose a reprimand. The motion was seconded and passed.

MF-06-018 (JH) was discussed.  A motion was made by Dr. VanAmburgh to close this complaint with a letter of advisement to maintain professional boundaries.  The motion was seconded and passed.

MF-06-037 (JK) and Complaint # 1062070003 was discussed.  Ms. Clack made a motion to combine these complaints.  The motion was seconded and passed.  A motion was made by Dr. VanAmburgh to close these complaints as unsubstantiated.  The motion was seconded and passed.

Complaint # 1062060038 (ET) was discussed.  A motion was made by Ms. Clack for a violation.  The motion was seconded and passed.  A motion was made by Ms. Clack to close this complaint with a letter of advisement about renewal and show completion of the jurisprudence examination within 30 days.  The motion was seconded and passed.

MF-06-026 (MB) was discussed.  A motion was made by Dr. VanAmburgh to table this complaint and subpoena the respondent to appear before the board. The motion was seconded and passed.
MF-06-004 (CO) was discussed.  A motion was made by Ms. Clack to close this complaint with advisement about representation and dispensing medication.  The motion was seconded and passed.

MF-06-032 (RC) was discussed.  A motion was made by Ms. Clack to propose a cease and desist.  The motion was seconded and passed.

MF-06-033 (JB) was discussed.  A motion was made by Ms. Womack to close this complaint as no violation. The motion was seconded and passed.

MF-06-036 (JO) was discussed.  A motion was made by Ms. Clack to close this complaint as no violation.  

The motion was seconded and passed.

Complaint # 1062060042 (JG) was discussed.  A motion was made by Dr. VanAmburgh to close this complaint as no violation. The motion was seconded and passed.

Complaint # 1062060044 (MA) was discussed.   A motion was made by Ms. Clack to close this complaint as unsubstantiated.  The motion was seconded and passed.

Complaint # 1062060046 (BA) was discussed.  A motion was made by Ms. Clack to close this complaint as non-jurisdictional. The motion was seconded and passed.

Agenda Item 5 was the discussion on the following pending complaints:

MF-05-027 (BD) was discussed.  A motion was made by Ms. Womack to accept the surrender of licensure with no conditions.  The motion was seconded and passed.

MF-05-044 (MC) has requested an informal conference.
MF-06-003 (LH) has requested SOAH.
MF-06-007 (JA) has requested an informal conference.
MF-06-021 (GR) was discussed.  An informal conference was held and this complaint was closed with advisement. 
MF-06-025 (AT) has requested SOAH.
Agenda Item 6 was to schedule the next committee meeting date.  The next meeting date will be January 12, 2007.
Agenda Item 7 was public comment. There was no public comment.
Agenda Item 8 was to adjourn the meeting.  A motion was made by Ms. Clack to adjourn the meeting at     1:35 pm.  The motion was seconded and passed.

__________________________________

Sandra DeSobe, Chairman
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