TEXAS POISON CENTER NETWORK

ANNUAL DATA REPORT

YEAR 1998
NOTE: When reviewing Texas Poison Center Network data, it should be noted that all of the variables were not known for all of the calls.  Thus the sum of the calls included in particular analyses will not always equal the total number of calls.

Total calls recorded:

236,016

Type of calls:


exposures - 
153,129 (64.9%)





information - 
82,887 (35.1%)





   drug IDs - 
21,203 (9.0%)

Species in exposure calls:
human - 
148,922 (97.3%)





animals - 
4,206 (2.7%)

For human exposure calls:

patient gender:
male - 

71,947 (48.3%)





female - 
76,380 (51.3%)





unknown - 
595 (0.4%)


patient age:

<5 years - 
80,356 (54.0%)





6-19 years - 
22,483 (15.1%)





>20 years - 
37,986 (25.5%)





unknown - 
8,097 (5.4%)

Table 1. Distribution of human exposure calls received by the Texas Poison Center Network during 1998 by exposure site and caller site
Site
Exposures site

Caller site



Number
%
Number
%

Own residence
129,910
87.2
110,323
74.1

Other residence
5,963
4.0
4,632
3.1

Workplace
3,692
2.5
2,761
1.9

Health care facility
333
0.2
21,176
14.2

School
2,351
1.6
1,017
0.7

Restaurant/food service
720
0.5
97
0.1

Public area
2,807
1.4
994
0.7

Other
1,006
0.7
7,431
5.0

Unknown
2,860
1.9
491
0.3

Total
148,922

148,922


Table 2. Distribution of human exposure calls received by the Texas Poison Center Network during 1998 by exposure reason
Exposure reason
Number of calls
%

Unintentional
126,644
85.0

     General
97,021
65.1

     Environmental
2,557
1.7

     Occupational
2,212
1.5

     Therapeutic error
11,167
7.5

     Misuse
4,192
2.8

     Bite/sting
6,869
4.6

     Food poisoning
2,359
1.6

     Unknown
267
0.2

Intentional
18,881
12.7

     Suspected suicide
13,605
9.1

     Misuse
2,302
1.5

     Abuse
2,283
1.5

     Unknown
691
0.5

Adverse reaction
2,220
1.5

     Drug
1,725
1.2

     Food
201
0.1

     Other
294
0.2

Other
590
0.4

     Contamination/tampering
238
0.2

     Malicious
352
0.2

     Drug withdrawal



Unknown
587
0.4

Total
148,922


Table 3. Distribution of human exposure calls received by the Texas Poison Center Network during 1998 by exposure route
Exposure route
Number of calls
%

Ingestion
119,093
80.0

Inhalation
7,869
5.3

Aspiration
207
0.1

Ocular
8,258
5.5

Dermal
11,193
7.5

Bite or sting
7,467
5.0

Parenteral
592
0.4

Otic



Rectal



Vaginal



Other
457
0.3

Unknown
394
0.3

Total
148,922


A given exposure may involve more than one route

Table 4. Distribution of human exposure calls received by the Texas Poison Center Network during 1998 by number of substances in an exposure
Number of substances
Number of calls
%

1
135,478
91.0

2
11,246
7.6

3
1,241
0.8

4
535
0.4

5
221
0.1

6
102
0.1

7
50
0.0

8
20
0.0

9 or more
29
0.0

Total
148,922


Table 5. Distribution of human exposure calls received by the Texas Poison Center Network during 1998 by management site
Management site
Number of calls
%

Managed on site (non HCF)
108,894
73.1

Patient already in (en route to) HCF when PCC called
22,991
15.4

Patient was referred by PCC to a HCF
16,205
10.9

Other
662
0.4

Unknown
170
0.1

Total
148,922


HCF = health care facility

PCC = poison center

Table 6. Distribution of human exposure calls received by the Texas Poison Center Network during 1998 by medical outcome
Medical outcome
Number of calls
%

No effect
38,984
26.2

Minor effect
27,952
18.8

Moderate effect
5,989
4.0

Major effect
1,238
0.8

Death
49
0.0

Not followed, judged as nontoxic exposure (clinical effects not expected)
16,191
10.9

Not followed, minimal clinical effects possible (no more than minor effect possible)
47,269
31.7

Unable to follow, judged as a potentially toxic exposure
6,679
4.5

Unrelated effect, the exposure was probably not responsible for the effect(s)
3,913
2.6

Confirmed nonexposure
629
0.4

Death indirect report



Total
148,922


Table 7. Distribution of human exposure calls received by the Texas Poison Center Network during 1998 by poison center
Poison center
That handled call

Region where call originated



Number
%
Number
%

Amarillo (Texas Panhandle Poison Center)
13,572
9.1
11,325
7.9

Dallas (North Texas Poison Center)
49,030
32.9
50,160
35.1

El Paso (West Texas Regional Poison Center)
12,688
8.5
10,711
7.5

Galveston (Southeast Texas Poison Center)
28,139
18.9
25,816
18.1

San Antonio (South Texas Poison Center)
23,764
16.0
24,209
17.0

Temple (Central Texas Poison Center)
21,729
14.6
20,531
14.4

Total
148,922

142,752


Some of the calls originated from outside of Texas, and the location of some calls could not be determined.  Thus, the total number calls from the region where the call originated will not equal the total number of calls that were handled.

Table 8. Distribution of human exposure calls received by the Texas Poison Center Network during 1998 by major substance category
Major substance category
Number of calls
%

Adhesives/glues
1,203
0.81

Alcohols
4,185
2.81

Arts/crafts/office supplies
2,094
1.41

Automotive/aircraft/boat products
896
0.60

Batteries
449
0.30

Bites and envenomations
7,933
5.33

Building and construction products
518
0.35

Chemicals
4,009
2.69

Cleaning substances (household)
13,135
8.82

Industrial cleaners
578
0.39

Cosmetics/personal care products
13,144
8.83

Deodorizers
1,627
1.09

Dyes
169
0.11

Essential oils
292
0.20

Fertilizers
694
0.47

Fire extinguishers
161
0.11

Food products/food poisoning
4,190
2.81

Foreign bodies/toys/miscellaneous
7,068
4.75

Fumes/gases/vapors
1,873
1.26

Heavy metals
716
0.48

Hydrocarbons
4,128
2.77

Lacrimators
733
0.49

Matches/fireworks/explosives
150
0.10

Mushrooms
387
0.26

Paints and stripping agents
1,229
0.83

Pesticides
7,731
5.19

Photographic products
45
0.03

Plants
5,516
3.70

Polishes and waxes
510
0.34

Radioisotopes
27
0.02

Sporting equipment
64
0.04

Swimming pool/aquarium
443
0.30

Tobacco products
480
0.32

Weapons of mass destruction
4
0.00

Other/unknown nondrug substances
729
0.49

Analgesics
14,902
10.01

Anesthetics
593
0.40

Anticholinergic drugs
264
0.18

Anticoagulants
105
0.07

Anticonvulsants
1,532
1.03

Antidepressants
4,544
3.05

Antihistamines
4,094
2.75

Antimicrobials
4,234
2.84

Antineoplastics
36
0.02

Asthma therapies
1,160
0.78

Cardiovascular drugs
2,795
1.88

Cold and cough preparations
7,194
4.83

Diagnostic agents
17
0.01

Dietary supplements/herbals/homeopathic
802
0.54

Diuretics
348
0.23

Electrolytes and minerals
1,483
1.00

Eye/ear/nose/throat preparations
1,151
0.77

Gastrointestinal preparations
2,990
2.01

Hormones and hormone antagonists
2,556
1.72

Miscellaneous drugs
815
0.55

Muscle relaxants
1,193
0.80

Narcotic antagonists
7
0.00

Radiopharmaceuticals
0
0.00

Sedative/hypnotics/antipsychotics
5,111
3.43

Serums, toxoids, vaccines
91
0.06

Stimulants and street drugs
2,966
1.99

Topical preparations
5,234
3.51

Veterinary drugs
213
0.14

Vitamins
3,316
2.23

Unknown drug
1,003
0.67

Total
148,922


An exposure could involve more than one type of substance

Table 9. Distribution of human exposure calls received by the Texas Poison Center Network during 1998 by caller county
Caller county
Number of calls

Anderson
387

Andrews
80

Angelina
483

Aransas
112

Archer
45

Armstrong
12

Atascosa
282

Austin
103

Bailey
59

Bandera
100

Bastrop
456

Baylor
40

Bee
331

Bell
3,230

Bexar
10,345

Blanco
56

Borden
1

Bosque
121

Bowie
509

Brazoria
1,434

Brazos
1,189

Brewster
101

Briscoe
13

Brooks
48

Brown
309

Burleson
150

Burnet
233

Caldwell
260

Calhoun
167

Callahan
109

Cameron
1,287

Camp
95

Carson
43

Cass
168

Castro
40

Chambers
84

Cherokee
349

Childress
49

Clay
52

Cochran
13

Coke
17

Coleman
87

Collin
4,004

Collingsworth
29

Colorado
86

Comal
630

Comanche
102

Concho
14

Cooke
297

Coryell
462

Cottle
8

Crane
29

Crockett
9

Crosby
29

Culberson
25

Dallam
114

Dallas
15,938

Dawson
86

De Witt
147

Deaf Smith
150

Delta
29

Denton
3,744

Dickens
11

Dimmit
56

Donely
25

Duval
41

Easland
187

Ector
958

Edwards
5

El Paso
6,444

Ellis
811

Erath
248

Falls
117

Fannin
196

Fayette
170

Fisher
12

Floyd
63

Foard
5

Fort Bend
1,247

Franklin
112

Freestone
128

Frio
77

Gaines
81

Galveston
1,742

Garza
22

Gillespie
127

Glasscock
2

Goliad
34

Gonzales
120

Gray
209

Grayson
1,111

Gregg
1,180

Grimes
172

Guadalupe
413

Hale
231

Hall
25

Hamilton
53

Hansford
44

Hardeman
26

Hardin
254

Harris
14,237

Harrison
315

Hartley
5

Haskell
43

Hays
761

Hemphill
39

Henderson
470

Hidalgo
2,356

Hill
302

Hockley
139

Hood
356

Hopkins
236

Houston
107

Howard
271

Hudspeth
11

Hunt
650

Hutchinson
238

Irion
15

Jack
96

Jackson
99

Jasper
212

Jeff Davis
6

Jefferson
1,478

Jim Hogg
13

Jim Wells
332

Johnson
1,327

Jones
134

Karnes
84

Kaufman
628

Kendall
168

Kenedy
1

Kent
1

Kerr
295

Kimble
26

King
0

Kinney
4

Kleberg
242

Knox
42

La Salle
18

Lamar
463

Lamb
97

Lampasas
160

Lavaca
126

Lee
91

Leon
106

Liberty
490

Limestone
146

Lipscomb
20

Live Oak
50

Llano
107

Loving
0

Lubbock
1,687

Lynn
32

Madison
103

Marion
11

Martin
63

Mason
20

Matagorda
258

Maverick
114

McCulloch
74

McLennan
1,779

McMullen
2

Medina
240

Menard
8

Midland
994

Milam
163

Mills
30

Mitchell
43

Montague
153

Montgomery
1,785

Moore
139

Morris
67

Motley
5

Nacogdoches
279

Navarro
242

Newton
91

Nolan
156

Nueces
2,646

Ochiltree
83

Oldham
17

Orange
356

Palo Pinto
258

Panola
185

Parker
804

Parmer
61

Pecos
136

Polk
172

Potter
1,172

Presidio
36

Rains
62

Randall
1,490

Reagan
20

Real
22

Red River
94

Reeves
73

Refugio
43

Roberts
10

Robertson
87

Rockwall
274

Runnels
92

Rusk
309

Sabine
95

San Augustine
22

San Jacinto
59

San Patricio
547

San Saba
40

Schleicher
19

Scurry
172

Shackelford
18

Shelby
86

Sherman
7

Smith
1,648

Somervell
66

Starr
160

Stephens
91

Sterling
5

Stonewall
5

Sutton
28

Swisher
46

Tarrant
11,096

Taylor
1,300

Terrell
6

Terry
56

Throckmorton
10

Titus
215

Tom Green
859

Travis
7,127

Trinity
65

Tyler
90

Upshur
282

Upton
26

Uvalde
176

Val Verde
258

Van Zandt
346

Victoria
768

Walker
280

Waller
74

Ward
98

Washington
208

Webb
783

Wharton
147

Wheeler
38

Wichita
1,104

Wilbarger
96

Willacy
56

Williamson
2,524

Wilson
208

Winkler
70

Wise
365

Wood
213

Yoakum
34

Young
191

Zapata
49

Zavala
27

1
20

