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Backgrounao

Survey Objectives
The GETAC EMS Education committee during its August 2007 meeting was asiked t

b investigate the needs and

status of EMS education in Texas to guide future initiatives. After several subsequent EMS Education Gommittae
mestings discussing the intended audience anc what questions should be asked, a survey was crafted for DSHS

certified EMS Course Coordinators.

The primary objective of the survey is to:

+ determine course eniry reguirements;

« determine course length in contact hours;

» number of enrolled and graduating students;
» faculty education requirerments;

» clinical site locations;

= pass rates;

« medical director invoivement.

Data Coliection and Methodology
Departrment of State Health Services provided a list of all Texas ceriified course coof
was based on emails that are on file for course coordinators to access the National |
Viliers, PhD, LP from the University of Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio ({
volunteered to distribute and compile the committee-created survey. Using SurveyM
(rttp//www. surveymonksy.comy), the survey was created and sent online to 150 cou
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dinatars' email. The email list
Registry of EMTs website. Lance
LETAC EMS Education membaer)
onkey

se coordinators.




IThe Governor's EMS!’I‘raumd Ad\nsory ‘Council’s (GETACYEMS Education Committee necds

your help. In-order to make’ informed .decisions about the future of EMS educatlon the EMS Edu- '
catlon Committee needs data sbout.the current sLaLc of’ EMS educatlon and training in Texas,

'We are requee.tm g mfonnauon aboul your progrdrn s0 the: Comm::tee can make recommendatmm
fand decisions about many upcommg state and natmnal 1n1t1at1vc,s and changres o ’

We are sending thig survey dlrectly 10 you: bach on: your stdtus as an EMS cdui_catbﬁ “program- ' _
director with the‘Nationdl Registry-of’ EMTs. "This: survey is part of GETAC ’s:commitment to rep-

rcsent the needs and mteree.ts of EMS educatmn in. the state -

Should you havc any questions or concems about tlm survey please contac ':_j .ance Vﬂlers Um-

versity of Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio, GETAC EMS Education Comrmttcc ‘mem-
ber, 210-367- 8760 ora'GETAC EMS Educatlon Comrmttee membcr e -

The survey contained 25 questions pertaining to the objectives listed above. Survey responses are summarized in Table 1

and 2.

Table 1. Number of potential respondents from initial population

187 7 79 53% (79/150)
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Findings

GETAC Survey

1. What type of educationat program do you coordinate?

Response  Response

Percent Count
Advanced 21.0% 26
Basic 29,8% a7
Both [ - 45.2% &1
a ;szered question 124
.Skfpped question 0

2, ECA

Resgonse Response Response

Average Total Count
Lecture 0,88 2493 51
Skilis/Lab P3.23 1092 47
Clinical/Inlernsnips 2,70 116 43
answered question 52
skipped question 72

3. EMTB

Response  HResponse Response

Average Total Count
Lecture 108.63 g208 84
Skills/Lab 53.00 4247 a0
Climcal/lniernship 66. 23 5563 84
answered question 84
skipped question 44
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4. EMTI {does not include EMTE})

Response HResponse  Response

Average Total Count
Lecture 138.49 6277 45
Skills/Lab 74.31 321 42
Chnical/Internship 132.86 5846 44
answered gquestion 45
skipped question 79

5. EMTP (does not include EMTB)

Response Response Response

Average Total Count
Lecture 398.77 22331 56
Skills/Lab 175.34 9283 853
Clinical/Internship 388.35 21359 55
answered question 56
skipped question 68

6. How many courses of each of the following do you offer yearly?

‘Response Response Response

Average Total Count
EMTB 3.85 300 76
EMTI 1.70 73 43
EMTP 1.689 88 L2
answered question 78
skipped question 4B
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7. How many studenis were enrolled in your program during Academic Year 2006-200772

Regsponse Response  Response

Average Total Count
EMTB 65.91 4943 75
EMTI 21.36 807 42
EMTP 37.62 1881 50
ahswered guestion 77
skipped question a7

8. How many students graduated from your program in Academic Year 2006-20072

Response Response Hesponse

Average Total Gount
EMTE 48.35 3433 773
EMTI 14.18 553 39
EMTP 27.54 1322 48
answered guastion 74
skipped question 50

Instructor or
DSHS

K Provider in Two year
Provider or .
various cellege
Instructor v card degree
Certification " e9
courses
Program Director or Coordinator 24.7% (19) 5.2% (4) 27.3% (21)

Fuil-time teaching 32.8% (21) 23.4% (15} 32.8% (21)
Pari-time teaching 43.2% (32) 43.2% (32) 13.5% (10)

Clinical Preceptors 54.4% (37} 35.3% (24) 10.3% (7}

9. Indicate the minimum educational requirements of your teaching faculty and preceptors for

Four year
Graduate

college d

degrge cgree
32.5% [25) 10.4% (8)
9.4% (6 1.6% (1}
0.0% [0) 0.0% (0)
0.0% [0) 0.0% (0)

answered question

skipped question

each of the fallowing positions:

Response
Count

77
64
74
68
77

47
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10. Indicate the number of faculty you have in the falling positions

Response Response Response

Ajerage Total Count
Full Time Teaching Facully 2.22 153 69
Full Time Precepting Faculty 1.12 66 59
Pari-time Teaching Faculty 8.92 678 76
Part-time Precepting Facully 6.99 482 69
answered question 77
skipped question 47

11. Please indicale which of the following serve as preceptors for students in hospital/clinical settings: (Select all thal apply)

Response Response

Percent Count
Full Time or Pan-Time Teaching
Facuty from your educational 19.5% 15
program only
Hospital staff anly 31.2% 24
Both program full and part-time |-
prog P e s 50.6% 39
faculty and hospital staff
Other (please specify) [ 6.5% 5
answered question 77
skipped gquestion 47
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12. Please indicate the type of students assessments you ulilize most often in your classes:

Response Respohse

Percent Count
instructor or ?rogram—crealed [ 37.7% 20
queslions and exams
Textbook publisher test banks F’““""“":““'"‘”"‘*:.ff,""”“"" *""i 49.4% 38
Other (please specify) [T 13.0% 10
answered question 7
skipped question 47

13. Please indicate the type of clinical sites you use for student clinicai experiences {Select all that apply)

Response Response

Percent Count

Emergency Room | e T e e 100.0% 77

Operating Room N e : 51.9% 40

Labor and Delivery ~ [Frrmrme= - - ] 67.5% 52

Intensive C.are Unit (!ncludes = . - — 58.4% 45
Surgical, Cardiac, etc.)

Cardiac Catheterization Lab 31.2% 24

Pre-operating Room 7.8% 6

Psychiatric Unit 19.5% 15

MNon-emergency EMS (1rar.15fer 20.8% 16
services)

Emergancy EMS (913 services) | . s —— — 97.4% 75

Other (please specify) e ———] 28.6% 22

|answered question 77

skipped question 47
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14. Please Indicate which of the following simulator iraining and mannequins you use in your

program: {Select all that apply)

Response Response
Percent Count
Humarn patient simulators (Sim-
P { [ o e s 63.0% 48
man, etc.)
Web or computer program-pased
puler progt S e 38.2% 29
simulations
Traning scenaros (moeulage,
g : ( g [ - PR SR | B84.2% 64
scnpted scenarios, MCI, etc.)
Standard CPR or airway |
' [ o e e J— | 98.7% 75
mannaguins
Other (please specify) E 7.9% G
answered question 76
skipped question 48
15. If able, would you replace some hospital or EMS field experience with human patient simulators?
Response Response
Percent Count
Yes [= | 42.1% 32
No [rommme | 57.9% 44
answered question 76
skipped guestion 48
16. Do you have dedicated laboratory/skills training space {other than classroom teaching space)?
Response Response
Percent Count
Yes | e | 51.9% 40
No | s 48.1% 37
answered question 77
skipped question 47
8
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the NREMT writien examinations for each of the following levels? (Please type in only the per

17. For the Fall 2006 to Summer 2007 academic year, what were the percenlages of first time pass rates for your siudents on
rentage number, e.q., 50 for 50%)

Response ' Response  Response

Average Total Count
EMTB B68.60 4459 65
EMTI 57.83 1677 29
EMTP 60.93 2498 41
answered quesiion 67
skipped question 57

18. Is your program CoAEMSP aceredited?

Response Response

Percent Count
Yes 16.0% 12
No | | 68.0% 51
In pragress F‘:ﬂ—' 10.7% B
Cther (Please specify) = 5.3% 4
answered question 75
skipped question 49

Yes

No

Response
Percent

32.9%
67.1%
answerad question

skipped question

18. Does your educational program currently ofter any programs ornrline (Internet, video-conference, CD/DVD, blended, etc.)

Response
Count

25
51
76

48
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20. Are your studenis required:
Yes No Response
Count
T d 5
. o ha\je a drug scraeen jor 36.5% (27) 63.5% (47) 74
admission into your program?
To have a drug screen for clinical
attendance in hospitals/chnics or 52.7% (39) 47.3% (35) 74
EMS senvices?
To show proof of immunizations for
program admission or clinical 93.4% (71) .6% (5) 75
patticipation?
To undergo a criminal background
check prigr 1o pragram admission or 81.6% (62) 184% (14) 76
glinical attendance?
answered guestion 76
skipped question 418
21. Prior to admission, do you assess students’ reading and/or math competencies?
Response  Response
Percent Count
Yes [~ - 53.2% 41
No | +o ] 46.8% 36
answered question 77
skipped question 47
29, Please indicate how you assess reading and math competencies:
Response
Count
41
answered question 41
skipped question 83
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23, Has the medical director of your education program taken the national medical directors course?

Response HResponse

Percent Count
Yes 31.0% 22
No 69.0% 49
. answered question 7
skipped question 53

24. How many hours per month does your medical director teach in each of the following venues:

Response Response Response

fverage Total Count
Lectures 7.22 491 68
Clinical ingtruction in hospital 7.49 442 59
Clinical instruction in skilis/tat 1.22 72 59
answered question &8
skipped question 56

25. Please indicate if your medical director is involved in the foliowing areas:

Yes No Response

Count
Student admission 18.4% (14) 80.6% (58} 72
Curncuium review 89.2% (66) 10.8% (8) 74
General consulation 98.7% {75) 3% (1) 76
Run form/PCR review 45.19% (32) 54.9% {39) 71
answered quastion 76
skipped question 48
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Subjective Responses

Question 11 asked coordinators who served as preceptors for siudents in hospital ¢li
responses included:

« “Medics”;

¢ "EMS”;

« “Part-time teaching faculty”;

« “preceptors not college facutty”;

« “hospital staff and EMS staff”.

nical settings. “Other”

Question 12 asked to indicate the type of assessmernit used most often in class. “Oth er” responses

included:

« “Textbook exams that have been validated by faculty”;

« “Agency that designs EMS tests”;

during last 18 months, currently using both to create exams, will no longer use
based exam testbank completed”;
« “Test Banks, Essay questions, oral stations™;

“Combination: Platinum Testing Software - All Exiting Exams Textbook Publish
Faculty Generated Test Banks ~ Module Exams”;

“| use a mix of both textbook publisher test banks, program created questions

"Program has used Textbook publisher testbanks for many years, started credting guestions and exams

publisher when instrucior

er Test Banks - Module Exams

as well as on line test banks”;

Question 13 asked to indicated the type of clinical sites used for ciinical experienced. “Other” responses included:

+ Pediatric Nursing Home;
« Pediatric Trauma Center;
« Minor Emergency Centers

o PT, x-ray, med-surgery floors, postpartum, nursery;

Question 14 asked to indicate the type of simulation training and manneaquins used.
« “All equipment that wouid be carried on an ambutance”,;
s “OB manneqguins”;

« “Standardized patients”

GETAC Education Suivey

Dialysiz Unit, Poison Controf Center, Respiratory Care Department., Pediatric plinic.

‘Other” responses included:
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Discussion

This survey asked EMS course coordinators questions pertair

requirements, clinical locations, pass rates, accreditation, and medic
The average ECA course was 75 contact hours, EMT was 229 hours
347 hours, and Paramedic was 962 hours.

When comparing the number of enrolled students to graduatg

rates were: EMT 73%, EMT-l 67%, and Paramedic 73%; 68% of the
were not CoAEMSP accredited.

Regarding coordinator and teaching faculty minimal educatio

ning to course hours, entry
al director involvement.
EMT-Intermediate was

rd students, graduation
responding programs

nal requirements, 32.5%

required a four year degree of program directors. For full-time teaching faculty, 32.8 required

either a minimum of DSHS Provider or Instructor certification or a tw
Graduate degree were only a minimum requirement for 10.4% of pro

n-year degree (32.8%).
gram directors or

coordinators. Coordinators used an average of 2.2 full-time faculty apd 8.9 part-time teaching
faculty in their programs. Regarding precepting for clinical experiences, 50.6% of the

responding coordinators used both full- and part-time faculty and ho

full- or part-time teaching faculty from the educational program only.

replacing some hospital or EMS clinical experience for human patien
indicated they would not even able to do so. Also, 48.1% of the resp

not have dedicated laboratory or skills training space for students.

For EMS program prerequisites, 81.6% required a criminal ba

required a drug screen, and 93.4% required proof of immunizations.

assess reading and/or math competencies using Accu-placer, THEA,
examinations, SAT, ACT, Compass, TABE, college or employer-baseg

transcript reviews,

Medical director involvements was highest in hospital clinical

month) and classroom lecture (7.2 hours per month}. Most medical d

indicated to be for “general consultation” (98.7%,) and curriculum re

Special thanks tc Debra Stark, DPH, Evaluation Specialist, UT Health Science Cente
Center for Excellence in Teaching, for her work with SurveyMonkey.
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spital staff, 19.5% were
When asked about
t simulators, 57.9%

ondents indicated they did

ckground check, 36.5%
53.2% of the programs
HOBET, civil service
examinations, and

instruction (7.5 hours per

rectors involvement was
iew (89.2%).

at San Antonio, Academic
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