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Agenda Item for State Health Services Council 

January 31, 2007 
 

 
Agenda Item Title:  Introduction of New Commissioner and Associate Commissioner 
 
Agenda Number:  2 
 
 
Recommended Council Action:  
_x__For Discussion Only 
 
____For Discussion and Action by the Council   
 
Background: N/A 
 
 

 
Summary: Introduction of New Commissioner and Associate Commissioner. 

a. Dr. David L. Lakey 
b. Ben Delgado 

 

 
Summary of Stakeholder Input to Date (including advisory committees):  N/A 

 
Proposed Motion: No Action Required 

 
Agenda Item Approved by:  Executive Leadership Team and Council Chair 
 
Presented by: Charles E. Bell, M.D. Title:                                                                    
 
Program/Division: Consumer Affairs Contact Name/Phone: Rosamaria Murillo  
 458-7404 ext. 2149 
 

 
Date 
Submitted 
01/10/07 

 



 
 
 
 
 

Bios for Dr. Lakey & Ben Delgado - For January 31, 2007 DSHS Council Meeting 
 
David L. Lakey, M.D., became Commissioner of the Texas Department of State Health 
Services on January 2, 2007. He leads one of the state’s largest agencies with a staff of 
11,500 and an annual budget of $2.5 billion. As Commissioner, Dr. Lakey oversees 
programs such as disease prevention and bioterrorism preparedness, family and 
community health services, environmental and consumer safety, regulatory programs as 
well as mental health and substance abuse prevention and treatment programs. 
 
Prior to becoming Commissioner, Dr. Lakey served as an associate professor of 
medicine, chief of the Division of Clinical Infectious Disease and medical director of the 
Center for Pulmonary and Infectious Disease Control at the University of Texas Health 
Center in Tyler. He had been a faculty member there since 1998. 
 
Dr. Lakey is board certified in pediatrics, internal medicine, infectious disease and 
pediatric infectious disease. 
 
Ben Delgado serves as Associate Commissioner of the Texas Department of State Health 
Services. As associate commissioner, Mr. Delgado is directly involved in the day-to-day 
operations of the agency, addressing both program functions and business support 
functions.  
 
Mr. Delgado has served in key executive management positions for the Department of 
Family and Protective Services and for legacy Texas Department of Health, as well as a 
number of other Texas state government organizations. Collectively, he has 30 years of 
leadership experience, and extensive experience and skills in operational and 
administrative management. His work portfolio includes public health, child and adult 
protective services, regulatory, marketing, consumer protection, agriculture, and workers’ 
compensation. 
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