How to clean and disinfect public spaces, workplaces, businesses, schools and home. 
Following CDC COVID-19 reopening guidance 
First, some important reminders: 
Difference between cleaning and disinfecting 
· Cleaning with soap and water removes germs and dirt from surfaces. Cleaning lowers the risk of spreading COVID-19.
 
· Disinfectants, like bleach, kill germs on a surface after cleaning. Disinfecting further lowers the risk of spreading COVID-19.
Cleaning and disinfecting safety steps: 
· Always read and follow the instructions on product labels 
· Use EPA-approved disinfectants advised for your needs
· Always wear gloves appropriate for the chemicals used when cleaning and disinfecting
· Know if additional personal protective equipment (PPE) is needed based on your setting and products used
· Avoid mixing chemical products and never mix bleach with other cleaners
· Always keep cleaning and disinfecting products out of the reach of children
Do not overuse or stockpile cleaning and disinfecting supplies 
Overuse or stockpiling can result in shortages. Others may need these products in critical situations. 
Reminder: If my neighbor can protect themselves, I am better protected. 

More guidance is available 
In addition to this video, you should use available guidance appropriate for your setting and needs. 
Guidance is available from government sources like the CDC and EPA for particular workplaces, people, settings, cleaners, materials, and more. 


How to safely clean and disinfect a workplace or setting: 
· Make a plan 
· Implement your plan, practice and improve
Make a plan 
There are several things to plan for: 
· Know what needs to be cleaned 
· Know what needs to be cleaned and disinfected 
· Have a plan for soft and porous materials 
· Have a plan for someone sick with COVID-19
· Consider resources and equipment 
Know what needs to be cleaned 
Often touched surfaces and objects like door handles and elevator buttons need to be cleaned then disinfected. 
Items used by children, especially ones that children may put in their mouths, should typically be cleaned but not disinfected. 
· Follow available guidance for cleaning items used by children.

Outdoor areas generally require normal routine cleaning 
· Spraying disinfectant on sidewalks and outdoor areas is not proven to reduce the risk of COVID-19.

· Pools, hot tubs, spas, or water play areas should follow proper operation, maintenance, and disinfection. 

· Metal or plastic high-touch surfaces like railings should be cleaned routinely.

· Areas unoccupied for 7 days or longer only need routine cleaning.

Know what needs to be disinfected 
Clean and disinfect often touched surfaces and objects. 
· Know what products to use for each type of material: glass, metal or plastic. 

· Refer to the EPA’s list of approved products for use against COVID-19. 
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Examples of often touched surfaces and objects needing routine disinfection: 
· tables
· doorknobs
· light switches
· countertops
· handles
· desks
· phones
· keyboards
· toilets
· faucets and sinks
· gas pump handles
· touch screens

Each public setting is different. Know what surfaces and objects in your setting are most often touched. 

Have a plan for soft and pours materials. 
Soft and porous materials or items include carpet, rugs, seating, laundry, and more. 
· These materials are generally not as easy to disinfect. 
· Refer to EPA approved products for disinfecting soft and porous materials.
· Soft and porous materials not often touched should only be cleaned or laundered. Follow directions on the item’s label and use the warmest appropriate water setting.
· Unneeded rugs or seating can be removed or stored to avoid challenges of keeping them disinfected. 

Have a plan for someone sick with COVID-19
How to clean and disinfect your building or setting if someone is sick with COVID-19.
Close off areas used by the sick person.
Operations do not necessarily need to stop if affected areas can be closed off. 
Open outside doors and windows to increase air circulation in the area.
Wait 24 hours before you clean or disinfect. If 24 hours is not feasible, wait as long as possible. 
Clean and disinfect the area following regular CDC COVID-19 cleaning and disinfecting guidance. 
Vacuuming: 
· Vacuum the space if needed 
· Use a vacuum with a HEPA filter if available
· Do not vacuum an area while people are in it
· Consider turning off room fans and central HVAC system in the area while vacuuming
Once the area has been appropriately disinfected, it can reopen. 
Workers without close contact with the sick person can return to work immediately after disinfection. 
If it’s been more than 7 days since the sick person visited or used the area, routine cleaning and disinfection is appropriate. 
Consider resources and equipment 
Check EPA lists to know which products you will need.
Keep in mind the availability of cleaning and disinfecting products, as well as personal protective equipment (PPE).
Have a plan for making the most efficient and effective use of cleaning products and PPE. 
Follow product labels to know:
· PPE needs
· Instructions for use 
· Amount of product needed for cleaning 

Implement your plan, practice and improve. 
· Use cleaning and disinfecting best practices
· Practice routine cleaning and disinfecting 
· Improve your plan 


Cleaning and disinfecting best practices 
Have regular cleaning staff trained to use cleaning and disinfecting chemicals do the cleaning. 
Wear disposable gloves and the appropriate PPE based on your setting and products used. 
Carefully remove gloves and PPE to avoid contaminating yourself and the surrounding area. 
During cleaning, wash hands often with soap and water for 20 seconds.
Follow all safety steps for cleaning and disinfecting.

Practice routine cleaning and disinfecting 
Know how often to clean and disinfect surfaces, objects and areas.
Clean and disinfect at least daily: 
· Often touched surfaces and items like handles, desks, phones, light switches, etc. 
Clean and disinfect after each public use: 
· Surfaces and objects in public spaces like shopping carts and point of sale keyboard.
Routine cleaning and disinfecting: 
· Not often touched surfaces, items, or outdoor areas.
Improve your plan  
Use available guidance more particular to your needs based on setting, products, people, and more. 
Stay informed for updated guidance. 
Closely observe your cleaning and disinfecting needs and practices. 
Always keep in mind how to more strategically use cleaning products, personnel, and PPE.
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