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Meeting Minutes

Texas Council on Alzheimer’s Disease and Related Disorders

Meeting Minutes – January 30, 2013
JJ Pickle Commons Learning Center 

10100 Burnet Road
Austin, Texas 78758
 
The Texas Council on Alzheimer’s Disease and Related Disorders met on Wednesday, January 30, 2013, at the JJ Pickle Commons Learning Center, 10100 Burnet Road, Austin, Texas 78758.
	Council Members Present

Bonnie Curington, PhD, DSHS

Ronald DeVere, MD
Melissa L. Edwards 

Carolyn Casey Frazier, RN

Frank Genco, HHSC 
Lisa B. Glenn, MD, DADS

Deborah S. Hanna, Chair
The Honorable Clint Hackney, Vice-Chair
Rita Hortenstine

Susan Rountree, MD

Kate Allen Stukenberg

Winnie Rutledge, DADS  
Council Members Absent

Carlos Escobar, MD

Grayson R. Hankins

Ray Lewis, DO
Robert A. Vogel, MD
	Guests Present

Robert Barber, PhD, UNTHSC-Fort Worth 
Jim Crowson, UT System, General Counsel
Jim Hinds, TARCC

Ryan Huebinger, PhD, UT Southwestern

Mimi Minh-Ngoc Dang, MD, BCM

Staff Members Present

Susan Ristine, MS, DSHS

Michael Davis, MS, MHA, DSHS

Patty Moore, M.Ed., DSHS





1.  Call to Order/Roll Call/Excuse Absent Members 

Debbie Hanna, Chair
Ms. Hanna called the meeting to order at 8:35 am. Susan Ristine certified roll and a quorum was present.  Ms. Edwards moved that absent members be excused.  Carolyn Frazier seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion passed.  Members, guests and new members were welcomed and introduced.
2.  Approval of Council Minutes from the October 25, 2012 Meeting
Debbie Hanna, Chair
Ms. Hanna asked Council members to review the minutes from the October 25, 2012 meeting.  Ms. Frazier moved that the minutes be approved as presented.  Dr. Rountree seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the October 25, 2012 meeting minutes were approved as presented.  
3.  Review and Act Upon Texas A&M Health Science Center’s Request for Participant Status in TARCC









Debbie Hanna
Ms. Hanna reported that she was in receipt of a letter from the Interim President of Texas A&M University Health Science Center (TAMUHSC) requesting participant status in TARCC.  Ms. Hanna asked Dr. Barber and Mr. Hinds to report on the status of recent discussions with TAMUHSC.  Dr. Barber reported that the addition of TAMUHSC to TARCC would be a seamless integration, and would provide immediate benefit for providing care and education services through their county extension service centers.  He reported that potential longer term benefits are the potential for collaboration on rural health care through the Texas A&M Rural School of Public Health.  Dr. Barber reported that Doctors Ian Murray and Steve Balsis would make great scientific contributions to TARCC, and that the county extension service centers make them uniquely qualified to gain ground in education and care.  

Mr. Hinds reported that TAMUHSC is a tier one research center and that he has been very pleased with their discussions.  Mr. Hinds noted that funds would not be immediately available to TAMUHSC if the current 2014/15 TARCC appropriation is not increased.  He reported that funding at the current level of $5.2 million cannot sustain the TARCC cohort.  He reported that he and Ms. Hanna are working to have the TARCC appropriation increased to $9.9 million for 2014/15.  Mr. Hinds noted that this request for increased funding coincides with the recommendation of the recent Joint Interim Study Report on Alzheimer’s Disease in Texas to extend membership in the Consortium to other Texas Health Science Centers as additional funds allow.

A discussion ensued.  Dr. DeVere noted that he would like to work with the TARCC schools to help disseminate the newly authored peer-reviewed disease management guidelines for Texas.  Dr. Rountree noted that while TARCC is set up well to provide research and care, that TAMUHSC would be an instrumental component regarding education.  Ms. Stukenberg suggested that Dr. Barber prepare a detailed report regarding the inclusion of TAMUHSC into TARCC, outlining their specific roles, functions, and expectations if no additional funding is received.  Ms. Hanna asked Dr. Barber to work with Dr. Doody on the roadmap for integrating TAMUHSC into TARCC.  Dr. Barber agreed that he and Dr. Doody can easily and effectively achieve this within the next two months.
                       

Mr. Hackney moved to add TAMUHSC to the TARCC effective immediately or at a time when appropriate.  Ms. Edwards seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 

4. Texas Alzheimer’s Research and Care Consortium (TARCC) Update Disease Update











Dr. Robert Barber 
Dr. Barber reported that as of December 30, 2012, TARCC had 1697 active participants (528 AD, 816 NC, 353 MCI) in the Harris Alzheimer’s Study.  These numbers include 645 Hispanic individuals.  Projected active enrollment is expected to exceed 1700 by September 2013 and will include over 700 Hispanic individuals.  Dr. Barber reported that four grants utilizing TARCC resources have been awarded during the current biennium,  which total more than $10 million in extramural funding.  Five additional applications are currently under review at NIH and another 6-8 are being submitted this funding cycle.  Dr. Barber noted the initiation of collaborative projects is a slow, arduous effort and impediments have been intensified by the increasingly competitive nature of the current funding environment, as scientists who were once willing to share ideas and resources with colleagues now often feel that such efforts are inadvisable, given the extremely competitive funding atmosphere.  However, Dr. Barber noted that the resources generated by TARCC are able to break down these barriers and although the pace has been slower than hoped and desired, significant progress is being made with both clinical and basic scientists.  
Dr. Barber reported that as the Consortium becomes better known, the number of requests for TARCC resources is growing at an accelerating pace, and that as the number of collaborative projects has grown, the number of grant submissions utilizing TARCC resources has also increased.  To date, the majority of these collaborations have been achieved through one to one networking, and the majority of applications are from researchers at TARCC institutions. Dr. Barber reported the expansion of collaboration outside of the Consortium will increase the return on investment of state resources in TARCC and accelerate the pace of scientific discovery. 

Dr. Barber reported that the TARCC Policies and Procedures are current under review by Mr. Crowson’s office.

5.  Alzheimer’s 2013 Research Symposium




Susan Ristine

Ms. Ristine reported that meeting space for the March research symposium has been secured in-kind through UT Austin, and that she is currently working to establish a planning committee to assist in the program design and development.  Ms. Ristine noted that Elsevier has agreed to help sponsor and provide technical assistance to the program and that more information is forthcoming.
6.  Date for Next Council Meeting





Debbie Hanna 
Ms. Hanna announced that the Texas Council will reconvene in June 2013 to address the TARCC Steering Committee and member institutions, and redistribution of the 2014/2015 TARCC appropriation. 

7. Public comment
There was no public comment.

8. Adjourn

There being no further business, Mr. Hackney moved that the meeting be adjourned.  Debbie Hanna seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the meeting was adjourned at 9:35 am.
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