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To Individuals Interested in Healthcare Safety Issues:

The Texas Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC) is accepting applications for membership on the Healthcare Safety Advisory Committee.  The Healthcare Safety Advisory Committee, created by Senate Bill (SB) 200 and SB 277, 84th Legislature, Regular Session, 2015 is being formed to address solicitation of stakeholder feedback related to healthcare safety issues. The Advisory Committee must seek input from the healthcare consumer, healthcare facilities staff and leadership on these issues and produce formal recommendations to the Department of State Health Services (DSHS) Healthcare Safety Group on topics related to infection prevention, antibiotic stewardship and public transparency.
Members of the Healthcare Safety Advisory Committee will be appointed by the Department of State Health Services’ Commissioner to serve a term of two years.  The Advisory Committee will include key stakeholders as determined appropriate by the Commissioners.  Required members will include: 
(A) two infection prevention and control professionals who:

(i) are certified by the Certification Board of Infection Control and Epidemiology; and

(ii) are practicing in a healthcare facility in this state;

(B) two healthcare safety professionals who:

(i) are practicing in a healthcare facility in this state; and

(ii) are employed as professionals in quality assessment and performance improvement;

(C) three board-certified physicians who:

(i) are licensed to practice medicine in this state under Chapter 155, Texas Occupations Code;

(i) have active medical staff privileges at a healthcare facility in this state; and

(iii) have demonstrated expertise in the area(s) of quality assessment and performance improvement, healthcare safety, health care epidemiology, antimicrobial resistance activities, or infection control in health care facilities;

(D) two healthcare facility administrators;

(E) one licensed pharmacist in this state who:

(i) has experience in systems to reduce medication errors and in antibiotic stewardship activities and

(ii) is practicing in a healthcare facility in this state;

(F) one nonvoting member who is a department employee representing the licensing of hospitals or ambulatory surgical centers; and

(G) two members who represent the public as consumers.

Membership on the Healthcare Safety Advisory Committee requires regular participation in Advisory Committee meetings and may entail participation in subcommittee meetings, projects and presentations.  Advisory Committee meetings will be held at least three times per year in Austin at the call of the presiding officer elected by the committee members. Only consumer representatives of the Healthcare Safety Advisory Committee will be reimbursed for travel to the posted meetings.
If you are interested in serving on the Advisory Committee, please complete and return the enclosed application via e-mail, fax, or surface mail by May 15, 2016  Please submit completed applications via:
Email:

Shawn.Tupy@dshs.state.tx.us
Attn:  Shawn Tupy
Mail

Texas Health and Human Services Commission

P.O. Box 13247

Austin Texas 78711
Attn:  Shawn Tupy
Fax:

(512) 776-7616
Attn:  Shawn Tupy
Applicants will be notified July 1st, 2016 if they have or have not been selected as a member of the Healthcare Safety Advisory Committee. 
In selecting members to serve on the Healthcare Safety Advisory Committee, HHSC considers the individuals’ qualifications, background, and interest in serving on the Advisory Committee.  HHSC also attempts to achieve diversity by consideration of ethnicity, gender, and Advisory Committee geographic location in order for members to represent the diversity of all Texas citizens.  

For more information, contact Shawn Tupy at Shawn.Tupy@dshs.state.tx.us.
P. O. Box 13247, Austin, Texas  78711    SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol"    4900 North Lamar, Austin, Texas  78751    SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol"    (512) 424-6500

