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 New website with a new address 
 Will come before the start of 15-16 season  
    (~Sept. 1) 
 Redirect from current web address will be in place 

for a couple of months 
 Improved Security Features 
 Users allowed three attempts before account is 

locked for 15 minutes 
 



http://www2a.cdc.gov/ilinet/ 



http://wwwn.cdc.gov/ilinet 
 



















 Changes to Data Options 
 Entire reporting record for current and previous seasons 

▪ Option to download provider reporting record for previous four 
weeks was removed 

 CDC’s final cleaned data will be available 



 Certificate Creation 
 Provider Enrollment 

 

 Geographic Spread 
 Laboratory Data 

These tabs should only be used by DSHS-
Austin Influenza Team!! 





 Finalizing agreement between Center for 
Health Statistics (CHS) and DSHS-Emerging 
Acute Infectious Disease Branch (EAIDB) 
 Has to be approved by CHS administration  
 Go through legal 
 Include data in 2015-2016 Weekly State Flu 

Surveillance Report 
▪ Aggregate data by month (proposed) 



 
 Workgroup convened in January 2015 
 Created a case definition and investigation form  

 Sending email out to public health  
    stakeholders to elicit feedback  
 If majority of PH stakeholders are in favor will 

move forward with process of making this a 
notifiable disease condition 
 

 



 Adding Influenza B Genotyping Results 
 Adding a total # of specimens column 

 Table 2: Influenza Testing Performed by Texas Laboratories for the Current Week 
  Week XX  Total 

Number of labs reporting flu tests     

Number of specimens tested     

Number of positive specimens (%)†     

Percentage of total tests that were antigen detection tests     

Positive specimens by type/subtype [n (%)]   

Influenza A     

      Subtyping performed     

              A (H1N1)     

              A (H3N2)     

      Subtyping not performed     

Influenza B     

       Victoria Lineage     

       Yamagata Lineage     



 Insert the “Statewide Influenza Activity Map” 
back onto Weekly Flu Surveillance Report 
Website 
 



 Testing 
 No changes in regards to influenza testing 
 GenMark is fully validated 
▪ Plan to test all influenza negative 
▪ May test some influenza positive if time allows 

 Laboratory Specimen Form 
 G2-V form 
▪ Process of being updated 

 



 No major changes 



 Check expiration dates on viral transport 
media 

 Send specimens year around 
 Obtain copies of HD G-2V 
 Report any influenza-associated pediatric 

deaths and outbreaks 



 Specimens of interest: 
 Extremely severe or unusual presentation 
 Not responding to AV treatment 
 History of animal contact (avian/swine) 
 History of international travel 

 
 Other priority specimens 
 Early and late season specimens 
 Outbreaks 
 Pediatric deaths 
 Unsubtypeables 

 



 Recruiting reporters and specimen submitters 
 Recruitment usually occurs between July-Sept 

 Ordering VTM and other supplies 
 Receiving VTM and other supplies 
 Updating influenza surveillance data 

collection forms or electronic surveys 
 Surveillance 
 Official Influenza Season  
▪ Oct. 4, 2015- May 21, 2016 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

            1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21† 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28‡ 29 

30 31           

†Suggested deadline for LHD and provider orders to RHDs 
‡Deadline for Regional HDs to send orders to DSHS Austin  

August 2015 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14* 
 

15 16 17 18 19 

20 21* 
 

22 23** 
 

24 25 26 

27 28 29 30       

September 2015 

*Shipping day    **Backup shipping day 



 Recommended Viruses for 2015-2016 
Northern Hemisphere Influenza Vaccine 
 Trivalent Vaccine 
▪ an A/California/7/2009 (H1N1)pdm09-like virus 
▪ an A/Switzerland/9715293/2013 (H3N2)-like virus 
▪ a B/Phuket/3073/2013-like virus 

 Quadrivalent vaccine   
▪ Three viruses listed above  
▪ B/Brisbane/60/2008-like virus 

 



 Recommendation 
 Everyone 6 months and older is recommended for 

annual flu vaccination with rare exception 
 No preference in LAIV or IIV when either one is 

otherwise appropriate 



 Goal: Updated by end of September 
 Changes posted to DSHS IDCU website 
 Anticipated changes to include: 
 Minor information changes 
 Changes to pictures  
 Updating links within the handbook 



 LRNs 
 Renewed contracts for the next two years 
 

 RVSP 
 Officially rejoined CDC’s Influenza Incidence 

Surveillance Project (IISP) 
 Renewed/renewing contracts with existing IISP 

participants 
 Looking to recruit providers from HSR 1, 8, and 

9/10 



 Current web address: 
 https://www.dshs.state.tx.us/idcu/disease/influenza/s

urveillance/2015/ 
 

  Updated web address for 2015-2016  Season 
 https://www.dshs.state.tx.us/idcu/disease/influenza/s

urveillance/2016/ 
 

 Sign-up to get the Weekly State Influenza 
Surveillance Report using the “Sign-Up for E-
mail Update” button 

https://www.dshs.state.tx.us/idcu/disease/influenza/surveillance/2015/
https://www.dshs.state.tx.us/idcu/disease/influenza/surveillance/2015/
https://www.dshs.state.tx.us/idcu/disease/influenza/surveillance/2016/
https://www.dshs.state.tx.us/idcu/disease/influenza/surveillance/2016/
https://www.dshs.state.tx.us/idcu/disease/influenza/surveillance/2016/


 Electronic Reporting of Influenza Reports 
 Standardization of Influenza Reports 
 Continue to work on making influenza-

associated deaths of all ages a reportable 
condition in TX 

 Improve reporting of influenza-associated 
pediatric deaths 
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