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This letter is in regards to electronic filing of death certificates.  Texas Health and Safety Code §193.005 
requires that the person completing the medical certification to submit the medical certification and attest 
to its validity using an electronic process (currently TER) approved by the State Registrar.  
 
There are many benefits of using the TER-Death registration system once integrated into your practice.  
TER allows cause-of-death certification to be performed at any time from locations with Internet access.  
TER also allows a physician to delegate completion of the death certificate to office staff but still requests 
that the physician enter a personal identification number (PIN) to complete the actual electronic 
certification.  This system is available at no charge to you.  
 
Electronic death registration is a valuable new tool in public health surveillance. The speed of this system 
will provide medical researchers valuable mortality data faster than previously possible.  Based on cause-
of-death data, public health resources can be best directed towards prevention and education.  Ultimately, 
use of TER will benefit the health of all Texans. 
 
Please access www.texasvsu.org to sign up for TER.  At this site you may download educational 
resources such as the Quick Reference Guide to Electronic Medical Certification and also view upcoming 
training opportunities in your area.  We also have a online training program that you can complete at your 
leisure.  Just go to www.texasvsu-ed.org to take this training and get 2 Continuing Education Units.  
 
If you do not complete death certificates electronically, you could be subject to fines by the Texas 
Medical Board for non-compliance with a statutory provision. Please be sure to enroll and begin using the 
Texas Electronic Death Registration system to avoid this.  
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