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In this modern-technology era, protecting one’s confidential information is vitally 
important.  You do not want your Social Security number, bank account, credit 
card numbers, and driver’s license information to fall into the wrong hands!

Equally important to that list is a birth certificate, which contains information 
that would aid any criminal in becoming someone else. Texans need to make a 
concentrated effort to protect their birth certificates.

A birth certificate contains not only your date and place of birth but also your 
parent’s name(s).  

Get your birth certificate back after you use it.



159th Annual Vital Statistics Conference

Welcome, everyone, to the 59th Annual Vital Statistics Conference! On behalf of
the Vital Statistics Unit (VSU) and the Texas Public Health Association, we invite this
year’s participants to join us in a collaborative learning opportunity between members of 
the vital statistics registration system to improve communication, increase connections, and 
strengthen partnerships.

This year, we are:
Modernizing Vital Records: 
Navigating the Technological Highway

Our theme reaffirms our state’s commitment as a 
leader in innovation. As we advance, we discover new 
methods of processing vital records, from enhancing 
already successful techniques to adopting solutions 
that were unavailable to us a decade ago. These 
solutions strengthen the ability to modernize the security, 
efficiency, and quality of vital information.

In keeping with our theme, we are honored to welcome 
Michelle Williamson, Senior Health Informatics Scientist 
at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention —
National Center for Health Statistics, to the 59th Annual 
Vital Statistics Conference.

We are looking forward to seeing you at the Awards Luncheon on Thursday to recognize your 
efforts and dedication to vital statistics. In addition, please take some time to meet with our 
exhibitors, who will be offering valuable information and goodies.

This year’s agenda includes sessions on vital statistics statutes, technology modernization, 
Rider 72, security issues, legislative updates, and functions of birth, death, and marriage 
reporting. Presentations for open discussion of hot topics will be made available in all areas 
of vital records. In addition, we will be highlighting our updated website and VSU Frequently 
Asked Questions page.

Thank you for your efforts and diligence in reaching this shared vision of excellence in 
vital registration for the citizens of Texas.

Sincerely,

Geraldine R. Harris
State Registrar

Greetings From the State Registrar



Modernizing Vital Records : Navigating the Technological Highway2

Important conference features to help you get 
the most from your conference experience:

•	 Registration - Begins at 11:00 am on Wednesday 
and again at 7:00 am on Thursday at the 
conference registration desk. Be sure to pick up 
your conference materials at that time. 

•	 Keynote - We are honored to feature this year’s 
Keynote Speaker, Michelle Williamson, Senior 
Health Informatics Scientist from the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) – 

	 National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS). 
	 Mrs. Williamson will speak on “eVitals
	 Standards Initiative” 

•	 Exhibitors - Commercial and state agency 
exhibitors will be located on the Atrium Level 
of the hotel throughout the duration of the 
conference. Plan to visit them for valuable 
information and goodies!

 
•	 Awards Luncheon - We will recognize this year’s 

“Five Star” Award winners in the categories of 
Local Registrar, Hospital/Birthing Center/Midwife, 
and Funeral Home/Mortuary Service. Recognition 
will also be presented by the Office of Attorney 
General and DSHS’s ImmTrac Program. Awards 
will be distributed and photographs taken at the 
end of the Awards Luncheon, after every winner 
has been called and recognized. 

•	 Breakfast and Breaks - The Exhibitor Area will 	
be the site of Thursday and Friday breakfasts 		
(7:00-7:50 am) and all scheduled breaks. 

•	 Evaluations - Your feedback helps us make 
subsequent conferences more meaningful, 
educational, and fun. Please complete 
evaluations for each session you attend and 
submit them to the session monitors. Complete 
the Overall Conference Evaluation located with 
your conference materials and turn it in at the 
registration desk before you leave. 

•	 Conference Materials - Session presentations 
and other relevant materials will be available 
online at the Vital Statistics website, 		
www.texasvsu.org after the conference. 

Continuing Education

Please refer to the breakout session
descriptions located in the conference 
program to determine which session will 
satisfy continuing education requirements.

•	 AHIMA Members - Sign in at the Continuing 
Education/Registration Desk on the American 
Hospital Information Management Association 
(AHIMA) sign-in sheet. Pick up CEU 
certificates at the end of the conference at the 
Continuing Education/Registration Desk.

•	 Birth Registrar Certification - Keep the 
certificate of attendance with your other 	
BRC certification documents.

•	 County & District Clerks (C&DCA) - Sign 
in at the Continuing Education/Registration 
Desk on the County & District Clerks 
Association sign-in sheet for CEUs. Complete 
the CEU certification form and mail to the 
address on the form.

•	 Funeral Directors (TFSC) - Sign in at the 
beginning of each session on the designated 
Continuing Education Attendance roster 
that will be passed around by the session 
monitors. At the end of each session you will 
receive a certificate of completion for that 
session from the session monitors.

•	 Justice of the Peace (TJCTC) - Sign in at 
the Continuing Education/Registration Desk 
on the designated Justice of the Peace

   	 sign-in sheet for CEUs. Complete the CEU 
certification form and mail to the address on 
the form.

•	 Midwives - Sign in at the Continuing 
Education/Registration Desk on the 
designated midwife sign-in sheet for CEUs.  
Pick up CEU certificate at the end of the 
conference at the Continuing Education/	
Registration Desk.

Things  You  Need  to  Know
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Michelle Williamson     
Senior Health Informatics Scientist                    
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
National Center for Health Statistics       
3311 Toledo Road, Room 2421
Hyattsville, MD 20782
mwilliamson@cdc.gov

 

“eVitals Standards Initiative”
This presentation will provide an overview of the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention/National 
Center for Health Statistics eVitals Standards Initiative 
to provide support for the development of vital records 
standards to enable interoperable electronic data 
exchanges among electronic health record systems, 
U.S. vital records systems and potentially other public 
health information systems for birth, death, and fetal 
death events.
            
Michelle Williamson is a Senior Health Informatics Scientist at the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention/National Center for Health Statistics. For the past 13 years, 
she has served as the Centers’ primary voting representative to provide public health 
representation in the development and implementation of national healthcare standards 
and to identify and promote the inclusion of data to meet the needs of population health. 

Mrs. Williamson supports:
•	 Development of standards in the Standards Development Organizations: Health Level 

Seven International; 
•	 Integrating the Healthcare Enterprise; 
•	 The Accredited Standards Committee X12, and 
•	 The activities of the National Committee on Vital and Health Statistics (NCVHS) 

Standards Subcommittee. 

The NCVHS serves as the statutory public advisory body to the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services in the area of health data and statistics. This year, Mrs. Williamson 
received the 2013 CDC/ATSDR Honors Award for Excellence in Information 
Technology. 

Much of the focus of Mrs. Williamson’s activities over the past few years has been to 
support the development of standards that will enable and improve data exchange and 
interoperability between electronic health record systems and vital records systems for 
birth, death, and fetal death reporting.

Keynote Speaker
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2013 Conference Presenters

Andy Abrams 		
Director of Internal Affairs 
HHSC – Internal Affairs 
andy.abrams@hhsc.
state.tx.us

Bret Adams
Government Information 
Analyst
Texas State Library
badams@tsl.state.tx.us

Stephen Bell	
Senior Customer 
Operations Manager
DPS – Driver License Div.
stephen.bell@dps.state.
tx.us

Stephen Berkley
Regional Manager
Department of Public 
Safety
johnnie.berkley@dps.
state.tx.us

Marc Connelly
Deputy General Counsel
DSHS – Office of General 
Counsel
marc.connelly@dshs.
state.tx.us

Victor Farinelli
Electronic Registration 
Manager
DSHS – Vital Statistics Unit
victor.farinelli@dshs.
state.tx.us

Debra Freedenberg
NBS Medical Director 
DSHS – Newborn 
Screening Unit.
debra.freedenberg@
dshs.state.tx.us

Sue Gleason
Regional Outreach 
Coordinator
Office of Attorney General
sue.gleason@
texasattorneygeneral.gov

Geraldine Harris
Texas State Registrar
DSHS – Vital Statistics Unit
geraldine.harris@dshs.
state.tx.us

Scott Hudson
Manager
Office of Inspector General
scott.hudson@hhsc.
state.tx.us

Derek Johnson
Field Services 
Representative – 		
East Texas
DSHS – Vital Statistics Unit
derek.johnson@dshs.
state.tx.us

Kirk Jones
Loblolly 
Enterprise Consultant
kjones@
loblollyconsulting.com

Lonzo Kerr
Branch Manager
DSHS – Vital Statistics Unit
lonzo.kerr@dshs.state.
tx.us

David Lakey, M.D.
DSHS Commisioner
david.lakey.@dshs.state.
tx.us

Judy McEachern
Regional Outreach 
Coordinator
Office of Attorney General
judy.mceachern@
texasattorneygeneral.gov

Aisling McGuckin
Maternal Child Health 
Nurse Consultant
DSHS – Office of Title V 
and Family Health
aisling.mcguckin@dshs.
state.tx.us

Mike McNutt
Field Services 
Representative - 	
North West Texas
DSHS – Vital Statistics Unit
mike.mcnutt@dshs.state.
tx.us

Tim Patterson
TxEver IT Project Manager
tim.patterson@dshs.
state.tx.us

Albert Rivera
Field Services Manager
DSHS – Vital Statistics Unit
albert.rivera@dshs.state.
tx.us

Linda Rodriguez
Manager for Support 
Operations
DSHS – Vital Statistics Unit
linda.rodriguez@dshs.
state.tx.us

Betsy Schonhoff
Voter Registration 
Manager
Texas Office of the 
Secretary of State
bschonhoff@sos.texas.
gov

Kyle Smith
Staff Attorney
Texas Funeral Services 
Commission
kyle.smith@tfsc.texas.
gov

Susanna Sparkman
Field Services 
Representative - 	
South Texas
DSHS – Vital Statistics Unit
susanna.sparkman@
dshs.state.tx.us

Kathleen Street 
DSHS - ImmTrac
kathleen.street.@dshs.
state.tx.us

Soo Teal
Conference Coordinator 
Field Services 
Representative - 	
Dallas Metro-Plex
DSHS – Vital Statistics Unit
soo.teal@dshs.state.
tx.us

Alice Whitley
Program Specialist/
Team Lead for Records 
Receiving
DSHS – Vital Statistics Unit
alice.whitley@dshs.state.
tx.us

Michelle Williamson
Senior Health Informatics 
Scientist
Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
National Center for Health 
Statistics
mwilliamson@cdc.gov

Vanessa Winins 
Fraud Program Manager 
U.S. State Department – 
Dallas Passport Agency 
wininsv@state.gov

Gracie Zeigler
Field Services 
Representative – 	
Central East Texas
DSHS – Vital Statistics Unit
gracie.zeigler@dshs.
state.tx.us
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2013 Conference Exhibitors

Deloitte Consulting
Chris Keel
400 W. 15th Street 
STE 1700
Austin, Texas 78746
512-797-7566
ckeel@deloitte.com
SILVER SPONSOR

DSHS-ImmTrac
Andrea Legnon
1100 W. 49th Street, T301
Austin, Texas 78756
512-776-2924
andrea.legnon@dshs.
state.tx.us

DSHS-Newborn 
Screening Unit
Tasha Reese
P.O. Box 149347
MC1918
Austin, Texas 78714-9347
512-776-2682
tasha.reese@dshs.state.
tx.us

DSHS – 
Vital Statistics Unit
1100 W. 49th Street
Austin, Texas 78756
www.texasvsu.org

Fidlar of Texas
Dan Carlson
350 Research Parkway
Davenport, IA 52806
563-343-1486
justined@fidlaroftexas.
com

Southwest 
Solutions Group
Daryl Miller
600 Round Rock West Dr. 
STE 604
Round Rock, Texas 78681
512-364-0899
marketing1@
southwestsolutions.com
SILVER SPONSOR

Kofile Preservation, Inc.
Miriam Gray
6300 Cedar Springs Road
Dallas, Texas 75235
214-442-6669
preserve@kofile.us 

Texas Attorney 
General’s Office
Amanda Esquivel
5500 E. Oltorf Street
Austin, Texas 78741
512-460-6338
amanda.esquivel@
texasattorneygeneral.gov

DSHS-Infectious Disease 
Control
Sky Newsome
1100 W. 49th Street, T301
Austin, Texas 78756
512-776-7328
sky.newsome@dshs.
state.tx.us

Texas.Gov
Ed Emmett
100 Congress Ave. 
STE 600
Austin, Texas 78701
512-501-5983
lcarrell@egov.com

American Bank Note
Jack Barnett
225 Rivermoore Street
Boston, MA 01532
617-325-9600
info@abnotena.com
SILVER SPONSOR

Scott-Merriman, Inc.
Jeff Biggs
11212 Goodnight Lane 
STE 200
Dallas, Texas 75229
972-484-7113
scott-merriman@
sbcglobal.net

Silpada Design
Beth Moller
210-638-9503
bmoller@gvtc.com

Vital Chek Network, Inc. 
Randy Gray
6 Cadillac Drive, Ste. 400 
Brentwood, TN 37027
615-414-8845
rgray@vitalchek.com
SILVER SPONSOR
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Wednesday, December 11, 2013

9:00 AM – 12:00 PM
	 Vital Statistic Unit (VSU) Tour

1:00 PM – 2:30 PM					     Ballroom A
Session: Detecting Fraud
Speaker: Stephen Berkley

This session will provide a description of fraud prevention and physical security 
practice that the Department of Public Safety performs. It will include information 
on document acceptance standards for Texas Driver License and/or Identification 
Certification and validation methods of documents.

Continuing Education: C & DCA

1:00 PM – 2:30 PM					     Ballroom B
Session: TER Decoded
Speaker: Victor Farinelli

This session will provide helpful tools to help users get the most of the 
Texas Electronic Registration system.

Continuing Education: C & DCA, TJCTC

1:00 PM – 2:30 PM					     Wedgewood
Session: Building Healthy Babies
Speakers: Kathleen Street, Aisling McGuckin, and Debra Freedenberg

This presentation will introduce participants to the state’s infant 
mortality prevention initiative, Healthy Texas Babies and its associated public 
awareness campaign, Someday Starts Now, and the Newborn Screening Unit.

Continuing Education: C & DCA, Midwives, BRC, AHIMA 

2:40 PM – 4:10 PM					     Ballroom A
Session: Life of a Death Certificate
Speaker: Mike McNutt

This session will provide information on how a death certificate is 
created, the parties involved, and how the death certificate receives 
a state file number.

Continuing Education: C & DCA, TFSC, AHIMA, TJCTC

2:40 PM – 4:10 PM					     Ballroom B
Session: New Rules in Election Panel
Speakers: Betsy Schonhoff, Steven Bell, and Marc Connelly

This session will discuss the new EIC rules and Voter’s Abstract Information. 
Please come prepared to ask our panel any questions you may have regarding 
this new issue.

Facilitator: Albert Rivera
Continuing Education: C & DCA, TJCTC
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Wednesday, December 11, 2013

2:40 PM – 4:10 PM					     Wedgewood
Session: Birth Registration Statutes and Rules
Speaker: Soo Teal

This session will review statues, rules, and policies related to birth 
registration and issuance in the state of Texas.

Continuing Education: BRC, AHIMA, C & DCA, Midwives

4:10 PM – 4:30 PM	 	 	 	 	 Break in Exhibitor Area

4:30 PM – 6:00 PM					     Ballroom A
Session: Unusual Birth Scenarios
Speaker: Albert Rivera

Join this session for a lively discussion where unusual scenarios 
pertaining to birth registration will be discussed. Be sure to bring your 
experiences with you to share with your counterparts from around the state.

Continuing Education: C & DCA, AHIMA, BRC, Midwives

4:30 PM – 6:00 PM					     Ballroom B
Session: Passports
Speakers: Vanessa Winins

A discussion of fraudulently filed passport applications using Texas 
birth certificates.

Continuing Education: C & DCA, TJCTC

4:30 PM – 6:00 PM					     Wedgewood
Session: Unusual Death Scenarios
Speaker: Susanna Sparkman

This session will review unusual scenarios related to 
death registration.

Continuing Education: C & DCA, TFSC, TJCTC

Recommended
Audience: 

All

Conference Sessions Symbols

Recommended 
Audience: 

Birth Registrars
Local Registrars

Recommended 
Audience: 

Local Registrars 
County Clerks

Recommended
Audience: 

Funeral Homes
Medical Certifiers 
Local Registrars
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Thursday, December 12, 2013

7:00 AM - 7:50 AM	 	 	 	 Breakfast in Exhibitor Area

8:00 AM - 9:45 AM				    Ballrooms A and B
Session:  Welcome and Conference Opening Session
Speakers: Geraldine Harris and Dr. David Lakey

Welcome to the 59th Annual Texas Vital Statistics Conference

“eVitals Standard Initiative”
Keynote Speaker: Michelle Williamson, Senior Health Informatics Scientist

This presentation will provide an overview of the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention-National Center for Health Statistics eVitals Standards Initiative to provide 
support for the development of vital records standards to enable interoperable 
electronic data exchanges among electronic health record systems, U.S. vital records 
systems and potentially other public health information systems for birth, death, and 
fetal death events.

Session:  2013 Master Registrar Certification Graduation
Announcer: Albert Rivera

10:00 AM - 11:30 AM				   Ballroom A
Session:  Birth Registration Statues and Rules
Speaker: Soo Teal

This session will review statutes, rules and policies related to 
birth registration and issuance in the state of Texas.

Continuing Education: BRC, AHIMA, C & DCA, Midwives

10:00 AM - 11:30 AM				   Ballroom B
Session:  Rider 72
Speaker: Lonzo Kerr

This session will review Rider 72 and the five recommendations developed 
that address the security and effectiveness of the state’s birth record 
information system.

Continuing Education: C & DCA, TJCTC

10:00 AM - 11:30 AM				   Trinity
Session:  Death Ethics
Speaker: Kyle Smith

This session will review ethics for funeral directors and embalmers.
Continuing Education: TFSC
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10:00 AM - 11:30 AM		 	 	 Wedgewood
Session:  Technology Modernization
Speakers: Tim Patterson, and Kirk Jones

The session will cover technology and its impact on vital records, including
information enhancements (TxEver and VSU Modernization Program).

Continuing Education: TJCTC, C & DCA, BRC, AHIMA, Midwives

11:30 AM - 1:30 PM				    Rio Grande Exhibit Halls A and B
Session:  Award Lunch and “Five Star” Awards

Presentation of the 2013 “Five Star” Awards. 
Announcer: Mike McNutt

1:30 PM - 3:00 PM	 	 	 	 Ballroom A
Session:  Acknowledgement of Paternity Certification
Speakers: Judy McEachern and Sue Gleason

AOP certification training for birth registrars and local registrars.
Continuing Education: BRC, AHIMA, C & DCA, Midwives

1:30 PM - 3:00 PM	 	 	 	 Ballroom B
Session:  Something Old and Something New: Marriage Statutes and Rules
Speaker: Derek Johnson

This session will cover marriage statues and rules, including legislative 
changes effecting marriages.

Continuing Education: C & DCA, TJCTC

1:30 PM - 3:00 PM	 	 	 	 Trinity
Session:  Death Law
Speaker: Kyle Smith

This session will review law for funeral directors and embalmers.
Continuing Education: TFSC

1:30 PM - 3:00 PM	 	 	 	 Wedgewood
Session:  Records Management
Speaker: Bret Adams

Learn what are vital or essential records, why they’re so important to 
your operations, how to identify which of your records are vital, and 
ways to protect them.

Continuing Education: AHIMA, C & DCA, TJCTC

Thursday, December 12, 2013
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3:00 PM - 3:30 PM	 	 	 	 Break in Exhibitor Area 

3:30 PM - 5:00 PM	 	 	 	 	 Ballroom A
Session: Acknowledgement of Paternity Certification
Speaker: Judy McEachern and Sue Gleason

AOP certification training for birth registrars and local registrars.
Continuing Education: BRC, AHIMA, C & DCA, Midwives

3:30 PM - 5:00 PM	 	 	 	 	 Ballroom B
Session: Death Statues and Rules
Speakers: Gracie Zeigler and Susanna Sparkman

This session will review statutes, rules, and policies related 
to death registration.

Continuing Education: C & DCA, TFSC, TJCTC

3:30 PM - 5:00 PM	 	 	 	 	 Trinity
Session: Rider 72
Speaker: Lonzo Kerr 

This session will review Rider 72 and the five recommendations developed 
that address the security and effectiveness of the state’s birth record information 
system.

Continuing Education: C & DCA, TJCTC

3:30 PM - 5:00 PM	 	 	 	 	 Wedgewood
Session: Records Issuance, Supplemental Registration, and Adoptions
Speaker: Linda Rodriguez

This session will cover services provided by the State Vital Statistics. 
We will discuss the requirements for issuing certified birth records and 
touch on other types of records issued. We will also discuss supplemental 
records, adoptions, amendments, paternities, name changes and disinterments.

Continuing Education: AHIMA, BRC, C & DCA, TFSC, TJCTC, Midwives

Thursday, December 12, 2013
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Friday, December 13, 2013

7:00 AM - 7:50 AM	 	 	 	 	 Breakfast in Exhibitor Area 

8:00 AM - 9:30 AM	 	 	 	 	 Ballroom A 
Session: Life of a Death Certificate
Speaker: Mike McNutt

How a Death Certificate is created, the parties involved, and 
how the death certificate receives a state file number.

Continuing Education: C & DCA, TFSC, AHIMA, TJCTC

8:00 AM - 9:30 AM	 	 	 	 	 Ballroom B
Session: Building Healthy Babies
Speakers: Kathleen Street, Aisling McGuckin, and Debra Freedenberg

This presentation will introduce participants to the state’s infant 
mortality prevention initiative, Healthy Texas Babies and its 
associated public awareness campaign, Someday Starts Now 
and the Newborn Screening Unit.

Continuing Education: C & DCA, Midwives, BRC, AHIMA

8:00 AM - 9:30 AM	 	 	 	 	 Trinity
Session: Records Issuance, Supplemental Registration, and Adoptions
Speaker: Linda Rodriguez

This session will cover services provided by the State Vital Statistics. 
We will discuss the requirements for issuing certified birth records and 
touch on other types of records issued. We will also discuss supplemental 
records, adoptions, amendments, paternities, name changes, and disinterments.

Continuing Education: AHIMA, BRC, C & DCA, TFSC, TJCTC, Midwives

8:00 AM - 9:30 AM	 	 	 	 	 Wedgewood
Session: Technology Modernization
Speakers: Tim Patterson, and Kirk Jones

The session will cover technology and its impact on vital records, including
information enhancements (TxEver and VSU Modernization Program).

Continuing Education: TJCTC, C & DCA, BRC, AHIMA, Midwives

9:30 AM - 9:50 AM	 	 	 	 	 Break in Exhibitor Area 



12 Modernizing Vital Records : Navigating the Technological Highway

Friday, December 13, 2013

9:50 AM - 11:30 AM	 	 	 	 	 Ballroom A 
Session: Vital Statistics Fraud
Speakers: Scott Hudson and Andy Abrams

This session will talk about fighting breeder document fraud.
Continuing Education: C & DCA, TJCTC

9:50 AM - 11:30 AM	 	 	 	 	 Ballroom B
Session: TER Decoded
Speaker: Victor Farinelli

This session will provide helpful tools to help users get the most of the 			
Texas Electronic Registration system.

Continuing Education: C & DCA, TJCTC

9:50 AM - 11:30 AM	 	 	 	 	 Trinity
Session: Unusual Birth Scenarios
Speaker: Albert Rivera

Join this session for a lively discussion where unusual scenarios 		
pertaining to birth registration will be discussed. Be sure to bring your 		
experiences with you to share with your counterparts from around the state.

Continuing Education: BRC, AHIMA, C & DCA, Midwives

9:50 AM - 11:30 AM	 	 	 	 	 Wedgewood
Session: Records Acceptance and Rejections
Speaker: Alice Whitley

This session is designed for Local Registrars, Justices of the Peace, 
Medical Examiners, Funeral Homes, County Clerks, and District Clerks. 
This session will also include the top 10 reasons that records are rejected.

Continuing Education: C & DCA, TJCTC

11:30 AM - 12:00 PM		 	 	 	 Ballrooms A
Session: Ask the State Registrar and Closing Remarks
Speaker: Geraldine Harris

In this session, the State Registrar will wrap up the conference 
and give the closing remarks.

Continuing Education: C & DCA
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Purpose
The purpose of creating the Texas Birth Registrar Certification is to improve birth registration 
in Texas by standardizing the data collection and data entry practices of birth registrars. 
Improving birth registration is critical to ensure individuals receive a valid birth certificate, 	
and to ensure that the statistical data accurately represents the health of Texans.

Public Health
Birth records provide important public health information making it crucial for the statistical 
data to be accurate, complete and measurable. Statistical data impacts the general health 	
of Texas because it is directly related to research, public health programs, medical practices, 	
and funding.

Partners
The state of Texas must collaborate with a variety of state and federal partner agencies. 	
These agencies include, but are not limited to the Social Security Administration, State 
Passport Agency, Office of the Attorney General, Immtrac, and the National Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention(CDC) and National Center for Health Statistics. Information 
entered into TER must be compatible with other state and federal databases, requiring the 
need to follow federal standards for entering data into TER.

History
In 2005, the Department of State Health Services – Vital Statistics Unit implemented an 
electronic birth registration system (TER) for the state of Texas. This system greatly improved 
the registration and issuance processes for birth records. It also provided a wealth of statistical 
data and important information on the health trends of Texans. This information is used to 
provide funding for programs that improve the birth outcomes and general health of the 
public. The statistical data provides the medical profession with data to improve birth delivery 
practices as well as to assure healthy babies.

Website Information												         
      http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/birthreg.shtm
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Local Registrars

Comal County Clerk
Kerr County Clerk
City Of McAllen
Kaufman County Clerk
Abilene/Taylor County Clerk
Hood County Clerk
City Of Tomball
City Of North Richland Hills

Rockwall County Clerk
Denton County Clerk
City Of Grapevine
Tom Green County Clerk
Wise County Clerk
Ector County Clerk
Waco/McLennan	  
County PHD

Tarrant County Clerk
Dallas County Clerk
Titus County Clerk
City Of Bedford
City Of Lubbock
Grayson County Clerk
Harris County Clerk
Northeast Texas PHD

Exemplary Five Star Awardees

Exemplary Five Star Awardees
Laurel Land Funeral Home of Fort Worth 
Corley Funeral Home - Corsicana

Winscott Road Funeral Home - Benbrook
Schmidt Funeral Home - Katy

Funeral Home Five Star Awardees
Ric Brown Family Funeral 
Home Inc. - Mission

Legacy Chapels - 
Edinburg 

Arlington Funeral Home - 
Arlington 

Earthman Funeral 
Directors - Houston 

Sunset Memorial Funeral 
Home - Brownsville

Joe Jackson Heights 
Funeral Chapels - Laredo 

Bluebonnet Hills Funeral 
Home, Inc. - Colleyville 

Kerrville Funeral Home, Inc. 
- Kerrville 

Marshall & Marshall Funeral 
Directors - Hillsboro 

Funeral Caring USA 
Funeral Home - 410 Office - 
San Antonio 

Davis Funeral Home - 
Henrietta

Brookside Funeral Home 	
at Champions - Houston 

Restland Funeral Home - 
Dallas 

Lloyd James Funeral 
Home, Inc. - Tyler 

Delta Funeral Directors, Inc. 
- Brownsville 

E.P. Compean Funeral 
Directors - Rosenberg 

Broussard’s Mortuary - 
Beaumont 

Shannon Rose Hill Funeral 
Chapel - Fort Worth 

Johnson’s Funeral Home - 
San Angelo 

Jones-Washington 
Mortuary- Bryan

Funeral Homes

Five Star Vital Registration — 2012
Funeral Homes

Five Star  Vital  Registration
2013



1559th Annual Vital Statistics Conference

Local Registrars

Five Star Vital Registration — 2012
Funeral Homes

Five Star  Vital  Registration
2013

Local Registrar Five Star Awardees
Hays County Clerk
Limestone County Clerk
Parker County Clerk
Aransas County Clerk
City of Austin
City of Beaumont
Collin County
Fayette County Clerk
Smith County Clerk
Rusk County Clerk

City of Temple
City of Edinburg
Medina County Clerk
City of Arlington
City of Baytown
City of Canyon
Waller County Clerk
Wood County Clerk
City of San Marcos
Ellis County Clerk

Bell County Clerk
Reagan County Clerk
Brown County Clerk
Matagorda County Clerk
Chambers County Clerk
City of Weslaco
Ward County Clerk
Howard County Clerk
Midland County Clerk
City of Brownsville

Hemphill County Clerk
Scurry County Clerk
Crosby County Clerk
City of Laredo
Madison County Clerk
Hutchinson County 
Clerk
Trinity County Clerk 
San Antonio City Clerk  
Fort Bend County Clerk

Hospitals, Birthing Centers, and Midwives
Exemplary Five Star Awardees

W. J. Mangold Memorial 
Hospital - Lockney
Hill Country Memorial 
Hospital - Fredricksburg
Daughters of Charity Health 
Services of Austin - Seton 
Medical Center - Austin
Northwest Texas Hospital - 
Amarillo
Cedar Park Regional 		
Medical Center - Cedar 
Park
Central Texas Medical 
Center - San Marcos
Methodist West Houston - 
Houston
Memorial Hermann The 
Woodlands Hospital - The 
Woodlands 

Methodist Sugarland - 
Sugarland
Baylor Medical Center at 
Garland - Garland
Angleton Danbury 
Medical Center - Angleton
Brownwood Regional 
Medical Center - 
Brownwood
Methodist Willowbrook 
Hospital - Houston
Baylor Medical Center 	
at Frisco
Scott and White 
Healthcare - Round Rock
Scott and White Memorial 
Hospital - Temple

Uvalde Memorial 
Hospital - Uvalde
Christus St. John 
Hospital - Nassau Bay
Daughters of Charity 
Health Services of 
Austin - Brackenridge - 
Austin
Daughters of Charity 
Health Services 
of Austin - Seton 
Southwest - Austin
UT Southwestern 
Medical Center - Dallas
Houston Northwest 
Medical Center - 
Houston

Midland Memorial 
Hospital - Midland
Yoakum Community 
Hospital - Yoakum
Medina Regional 
Hospital - Hondo
Texas Health Harris 
Methodist Hospital 
H.E.B. - Bedford
Presbyterian Hospital 		
of Dallas
Hunt Regional Medical 
Center - Greenville
Houston Methodist 
San Jacinto Hospital – 
Baytown
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Birth Registration 
Statues and Rules

Acknowledgement of 
Paternity Certification

Acknowledgement of 
Paternity Certification

8:00 - 9:45 am

10:00 - 11:30 am

1:30 - 3:00 pm

3:30 - 5:00 pm

Rider 72

Something Old and 
Something New: 
Marriage Statutes and Rules
 

Death Statues 
and Rules

 Thursday, December 12, 2013
Ballroom   BBallroom   ATime

11:30am - 1:30pm

7:00 - 7:50 am  

3:00 - 3:30 pm  

Ballrooms A and B:  Welcome and Conference Opening Session
“eVitals Standards Initiative” Michelle Williamson, CDC, Keynote Speaker   —  2013 Master Registrar Certification Graduation

	 Luncheon and “Five Star” Awards Ceremony

Breakfast in Exhibitor  Area   

Break in  Exhibitor Area  

Rio Grande Exhibit Halls A and B

BALLROOM   A

Life of a 
Death Certificate 

Vital Statistics 
Fraud 

TIME

8:00 - 9:30 am

9:50 - 11:30 am

BALLROOM   B

Building 
Healthy Babies

TER 
Decoded

9:30 - 9:50 am  

Ballroom   BBallroom   ATime

11:30am - 12:00pm  

7:00 - 7:50 am  

Ballroom B

 Friday, December 13, 2013

Breakfast  in  Exhibitor Area   

Break in Exhibitor Area

Ask the State Registrar and Closing Remarks — Geraldine R. Harris, State Registrar in Ballroom A 

1:00 - 2:30 pm

2:40 - 4:10 pm

4:30 - 6:00 pm

TER 
Decoded

New Rules in 
Election Panel

Passports

Detecting Fraud 

Life of a
Death Certificate

Unusual Birth 
Scenarios

4:10 - 4:30 pm  

9:00 - 12:00 pm  

 Wednesday, December 11, 2013
Ballroom   BBallroom   ATime

Vital Statistics Unit (VSU) Tour   

Breakfast  in  Exhibitor  Area  
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Death 
Ethics

Death 
Law

Rider 72

Trinity

Technology 
Modernization

Records 
Management

Records Issuance, 
Supplemental Registration,
and Adoptions

Wedgwood

Ballrooms A and B:  Welcome and Conference Opening Session
“eVitals Standards Initiative” Michelle Williamson, CDC, Keynote Speaker   —  2013 Master Registrar Certification Graduation

	 Luncheon and “Five Star” Awards Ceremony

Breakfast in Exhibitor  Area   

Break in  Exhibitor Area  

Records Issuance, 
Supplemental Registration,
and Adoptions

Unusual 
Birth Scenarios 

Trinity
TRINITY

Technology 
Modernization

Records Acceptance 
and Rejections

Wedgwood
Breakfast  in  Exhibitor Area   

Break in Exhibitor Area

Ask the State Registrar and Closing Remarks — Geraldine R. Harris, State Registrar in Ballroom A 

WEDGEWOODTRINITY

Building Healthy 
Babies

Birth Registration 
Statutes and Rules – 
Local Registrars

Unusual Death 
Scenarios

Wedgwood
Vital Statistics Unit (VSU) Tour   

Breakfast  in  Exhibitor  Area  

Conference
Sessions
Symbols

Recommended 
Audience: 

Birth Registrars
Local Registrars

Recommended 
Audience: 

Local Registrars 
County Clerks

Recommended
Audience: 

Funeral Homes
Medical Certifiers 
Local Registrars

Recommended
Audience: 

All

Trinity
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Hospitals, Birthing Centers, and Midwives
Five Star Awardees

Five Star Vital Registration — 2012
Funeral Homes

Five Star  Vital  Registration
2013

Brazosport Regional Health 
Systems - Lake Jackson
Goodall - Witcher Healthcare 
Foundation - Clifton
St. David’s Georgetown Hospital 
- Georgetown
St Luke’s The Woodlands 
Hospital - The Woodlands
Memorial Hermann Memorial 
City Hospital - Houston
Texas Health Presybyterian of 
Denton - Denton
Abilene Regional Medical Center 
- Abilene

Palo Pinto General Hospital - 
Mineral Wells

Christus Jasper Memorial 
Hospital - Jasper

Methodist Mansfield Medical 
Center - Mansfield

Medical City Dallas Hospital - 
Dallas

Daughters of Charity Health 
Services of Austin - Seton 
Northwest - Austin

John Peter Smith Hospital - 		
Fort Worth

Golden Plains Community 
Hospital - Borger

Baylor Regional Medical Center 	
at Grapevine - Grapevine

Knapp Medical Center - Weslaco

Huntsville Memorial Hospital - 
Huntsville

Daughters of Charity - Seton 
Medical Center Williamson - 	
Round Rock
Valley Regional Medical Center - 
Brownsville
Memorial Hermann Katy Hospital 
- Katy
East Texas Medical Center - 
Henderson
Hendrick Medical Center - 
Abilene
Southwest General Hospital - 
San Antonio
Permian Regional Medical 
Center - Andrews
Valley Baptist Medical Center - 
Harlingen
Christus St. Michael Health 
System - Texarkana

Providence Memorial Hospital - 	
El Paso
Scenic Mountain Medical Center - 
Big Spring
Ochiltree General Hospital - 
Perryton
Wise Regional Health System - 
Decatur
Medical Arts Hospital - Lamesa
Methodist Richardson Medical 
Center - Richardson
Starr County Memorial Hospital - 
Rio Grande City
Methodist Dallas Medical Center - 
Dallas
Methodist Charlton Medical Center 
- Dallas
Memorial Hermann Northwest 
Hospital - Houston
St. Joseph Regional Health Center 
- Bryan
Brownfield Regional Medical 
Center - Brownfield
Medical Center of Arlington - 
Arlington

Congratulations to all 2013 Five Star Award Winners!
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ImmTrac Award for Excellence

Exemplary Performance (99 - 100 %)
Abilene Regional Medical 
Center - Abilene
Angleton Danbury Medical 
Center -  Angleton
Arlington Memorial 
Hospital - Arlington
Austin Area Birthing Center 
- South - Austin
Baptist Medical Center - 
San Antonio
Baptist St. Anthony’s 
Health System - Baptist 
Campus - Amarillo
Baylor All Saints Medical 
Center at Fort Worth -		
Fort Worth
Baylor Medical Center at 
Frisco - Frisco
Baylor Medical Center at 
Garland - Garland
Baylor Medical Center at 
Irving - Irving
Baylor Medical Center at 
McKinney - McKinney
Baylor Medical Center at 
Waxahachie - Waxahachie
Baylor Regional Medical 
Center at Grapevine - 
Grapevine
Bayshore Medical Center - 
Pasadena
Big Bend Regional Medical 
Center - Alpine
Bloom Midwifery Care- 
Midwife - San Antonio
Brazosport Regional 
Health Systems - 	  
Lake Jackson
Brownwood Regional 
Medical Center - 
Brownwood
Burleson St. Joseph 
Hospital - Caldwell

Cedar Park Regional 
Medical Center - Cedar 
Park
Centennial Medical Center 
- Frisco
Central Texas Medical 
Center - San Marcos
Childbirth Services - Tyler
Childress Regional Medical 
Center - Childress
Christus Hospital - 		
St. Elizabeth - Beaumont
Christus Jasper Memorial 
Hospital - Jasper
Christus Santa Rosa 
Hospital - San Antonio
Christus Santa Rosa 
Hospital - New Braunfels - 
New Braunfels
Christus Santa Rosa 
Hospital - Westover Hills - 
San Antonio
Christus Spohn Hospital 
Alice - Alice
Christus Spohn Hospital 
Beeville - Beeville
Christus Spohn Hospital 
Kleberg - Kingsville
Christus St. John Hospital - 
Nassau Bay
Citizens Medical Center - 
Victoria
Cleburne Birthing Center - 
Cleburne
Cleveland Regional 
Medical Center - Cleveland
Coleman County Medical 
Center - Coleman
Columbus Community 
Hospital - Columbus
Conroe Regional Medical 
Center - Conroe

Coon Memorial Hospital 
and Home - Dalhart
Corpus Christi Birth Center 
PLLC - Corpus Christi 
Cuero Community Hospital 
- Cuero
D M Cogdell Memorial 
Hospital - Snyder
Darnell Army Community 
Hospital - Fort Hood
Detar Hospital North - 
Victoria
Daughters of Charity 
Health Services of Austin - 
Brackenridge - Austin
Daughters of Charity 
Health Services of Austin-
Seton Medical Center - 
Austin
Daughters of Charity 
Health Services of Austin - 
Seton Northwest - Austin
Daughters of Charity 
Health Services of Austin - 
Seton Southwest - Austin
Daughters of Charity - 
Seton Medical Center 
Williamson - Round Rock
Dimmit County Memorial 
Hospital - Carrizo Springs
Doctors Hospital - Laredo, 
Laredo
Doctors Hospital at 
Renaissance - Edinburg
Doctors Hospital Parkway - 
Houston
East Texas Medical Center 
- Tyler
East Texas Medical Center 
Athens - Athens
East Texas Medical Center 
Carthage - Carthage
East Texas Medical 
Center-Fairfield - Fairfield

Ennis Regional Medical 
Center - Ennis
ETMC Henderson - 
Henderson
Family Birth Services - 
Grand Prairie
Family Centered Maternity 
Care - Garland
Fort Duncan Regional 
Medical Center - 	
Eagle Pass
Frio Regional Hospital -  
Pearsall
Golden Plains Community 
Hospital - Borger
Good Shepard Medical 
Center - Longview
Good Shepard Medical 
Center Marshall - Marshall
Goodall - Witcher 
Healthcare Foundation - 
Clifton
Graham Regional Medical 
Center - Graham
Guadelupe Regional 
Medical Center - Seguin
Gulf Coast Medical Center     
- Wharton
Hamilton Hospital - Olney
Harlingen Medical Center - 
Harlingen
Harris Methodist Erath 
County - Stephenville
Harris Methodist Fort 
Worth - Fort Worth
Heart’s Desire Midwifery 
Care - Peaster
Hendrick Medical Center - 
Abilene
Hill Country Memorial 
Hospital - Fredericksburg
Hillcrest Baptist Medical 
Center - Waco

Texas Immunization Registry
For contributing to the health of Texas children through outstanding implementation of the 	
newborn consent process for partrticipation in ImmTrac, the Texas Immunization Registry.



Modernizing Vital Records : Navigating the Technological Highway20

ImmTrac Award for Excellence

Exemplary Performance (99 - 100 %)
Hopkins County Memorial 
Hospital -  Sulphur Springs
Houston Northwest 
Medical Center -  Houston
Huguley Memorial Medical 
Center - Fort Worth 
Inanna Birth & Women’s 
Care - Denton
John Peter Smith Hospital 
- Fort Worth
Jubilee Birth Center - 
Bryan
Knapp Medical Center - 
Weslaco Lake 
Lake Granbury Medical 
Center - Granbury
Lake Pointe Medical 
Center - Rowlett
Lakeway Regional Medical 
Center - Lakeway
Lamb Healthcare Center - 
Littlefield
Laredo Medical Center - 
Laredo
Las Palomas A Campus of 
LPDS Healthcare - El Paso
Llano Memorial Healthcare 
System - Memorial 
Hospital - Llano
Longview Regional Medical 
Center - Longview
Mainland Medical Center - 
Texas City
Matagorda Regional 
Medical Center - Bay City
Maternity Care Center - 
Del Rio
McAllen Medical Center - 
McAllen
Medical Arts Hospital - 
Lamesa
Medical Center Hospital - 
Odessa

Medina Regional Hospital 
- Hondo
Memorial Hermann Baptist 
Beaumont Hospital East - 
Beaumont
Memorial Hermann Baptist 
Orange Hospital - Orange
Memorial Hermann 
Memorial City Hospital - 
Houston
Memorial Hermann 
Northeast Hospital - 
Humble
Memorial Hermann 
Northwest Hospital - 
Houston
Memorial Hermann 
Southeast Hospital -  
Houston
Memorial Hermann 
Southwest Hospital -  
Houston
Memorial Hermann 	
Sugar Land - Sugar Land
Memorial Hermann 	
The Woodlands Hospital 
-  Shenandoah
Memorial Hospital - 
Gonzales - Gonzales
Memorial Hospital - 
Seminole - Seminole
Memorial Medical Center - 
Port Lavaca
Memorial Medical Center 
of East Texas - Lufkin
Memorial Medical Center - 
Livingston - Livingston
Memorial Medical Center - 
San Augustine - 		
San Augustine
Methodist Mansfield 
Medical Center - Mansfield
Methodist Stone Oak - 	
San Antonio

Methodist Sugar Land 
Hospital - Sugar Land
Methodist West Houston 
Hospital - Houston
Methodist Willowbrook 
Hospital - Houston
Metroplex Hospital - Killeen
Metropolitan Methodist 
Hospital - San Antonio 
Mid Valley McAllen Birthing 
Center - McAllen
Midland Memorial Hospital 
- Midland
Mission Hospital - Mission
Mission Trail Baptist 
Hospital - San Antonio
Moore County Hospital 
District - Dumas
Motherly Way Maternity 
Center - Midland
Nacogdoches Medical 
Center - Nacogdoches
Nacogdoches Memorial 
Hospital - Nacogdoches
Navarro Regional Hospital 
- Corsicana
New Life Birth Services - 
Midwife - Katy
North Austin Medical 
Center - Austin
North Houston Birth Center 
- Houston
North Texas Medical 
Center - Gainsville
Northwest Texas Hospital - 
Amarillo
Oakbend Medical Center at 
Williams Way - Richmond
Ochiltree General Hospital 
- Perryton
Palestine Regional Medical 
Center - Palestine

Palo Pinto General 
Hospital - Mineral Wells
Paris Regional Medical 
Center - Paris
Parkland Memorial 
Hospital - Dallas
Permian Regional Medical 
Center - Andrews
Peterson Regional Medical 
Center - Kerrville
Presbyterian Hospital of 
Greenville - Greenville
Presbyterian Hospital of 
Kaufman - Kaufman
Presbyterian Hospital of 
Plano - Plano
Presbyterian Hospital of 
Rockwall - Rockwall
Providence Health Center 
- Waco
Providence Memorial 
Hospital - El Paso
Reeves County Hospital - 
Pecos
Reunion Women’s Health 
& Birth Center - Kingwood
Rice Medical Center - 
Eagle Lake
Rite of Passage of 
Women’s Health and 		
Birth Center - Pearland
Rolling Plains Memorial 
Hospital - Sweetwater
Round Rock Medical 
Center - Round Rock
Saldanas Birthing Center - 
Brownsville
San Jacinto Methodist 
Hospital - Baytown
Scenic Mountain Medical 
Center - Big Spring
Scott and White Hospital- 
Brenham - Brenham

Texas Immunization Registry
For contributing to the health of Texas children through outstanding implementation of the 	
newborn consent process for partrticipation in ImmTrac, the Texas Immunization Registry.
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ImmTrac Award for Excellence

Exemplary Performance (99 - 100 %)

Scott and White Hospital - 
University Medical Campus 
- Round Rock
Seton Medical Center 
Hays - Kyle
Seymour Hospital -  
Seymour 
Shannon West Texas 
Memorial Hospital - 		
San Angelo
Sierra Medical Center - 	
El Paso
Sierra Providence East 
Medical Center - El Paso
South Austin Hospital -  
Austin
South Texas Regional 
Medical Center -  
Jourdanton
Southwest General 
Hospital - San Antonio
Special Beginnings - 	
PLLC - Grand Prairie
St. David’s Hospital - 
Austin

St. Joseph Medical Center 
-  Houston
St. Joseph Regional Health 
Center - Bryan
St. Luke’s Baptist Hospital 
- San Antonio
St. Luke’s Hospital at the 
Vintage - Houston
St. Luke’s The Woodlands 
Hospital - The Woodlands
St. David’s Georgetown 
Hospital - Georgetown
Starr County Memorial 
Hospital - Rio Grande City
Stephens Memorial 
Hospital - Breckenridge
Texas Health Harris 
Methodist - Cleburne -  
Cleburne
Texas Health Harris 
Methodist Hospital HEB - 
Bedford
Texas Regional Medical 
Center of Sunnyvale -  
Sunnyvale

Texoma Medical Center - 
Denison
The Methodist Hospital -  
Houston
Titus Regional Medical 
Center - Mount Pleasant
Tomball Regional Hospital 
- Tomball
United Regional Health 
Care System - Eleventh 
Street - Wichita Falls
University Hospital - 		
San Antonio
University Medical Center - 
Lubbock
University Medical Center 
of El Paso - El Paso
UT Southwestern Medical 
Center - Dallas
Uvalde Memorial Hospital 
- Uvalde
Valley Baptist Medical 
Center, Harlingen

Valley Baptist Medical 
Center - Brownsville -  
Brownsville
Valley Regional Medical 
Center - Brownsville
W J Mangold Memorial 
Hospital - Lockney
Wadley Regional Medical 
Center - Texarkana
Weatherford Regional 
Medical Center -  
Weatherford
Wilson N. Jones Medical 
Center - Sherman
Wise Regional Health 
System - Decatur
Woodland Heights 	
Medical Center - Lufkin
Yoakum Community 
Hospital - Yoakum
Yoakum County Hospital - 
Denver City

Recognized Performance (97% - 98%)
All About Babies - Argyle

Bay Area Birth Center - 
Pasadena

Brownfield Regional 
Medical Center - 
Brownfield

Christus Spohn Hospital 
South - Corpus Christi

Christus St. Michael Health 
System - Texarkana

Corpus Christi Medical 
Center - Bay Area - 	
Corpus Christi

Covenant Hospital 
Levelland - Levelland

Covenant Hospital 
Plainview - Plainview

Del Sol A Campus of LPDS 
Healthcare - El Paso

Doctors Hospital - Dallas - 
Dallas

East Texas Medical Center 
Jacksonville - Jacksonville

Gentle Beginings Birth and 
Wellness - Midwife - 		
Fort Worth

Heavenly Hands Birthing 
Center - PLLC - Rockwall

Las Colinas Medical 
Center - Irving

Lyndon B. Johnson 
General Hospital - Houston

Medical City Dallas 
Hospital - Dallas

Memorial Hermann Katy - 
Katy (Precinct 5)

Memorial Hermann 
Hospital - Houston

Methodist Charlton Medical 
Center - Dallas

Methodist Dallas Medical 
Center - Dallas

Methodist Hospital - 		
San Antonio

Methodist Richardson 
Medical Center - 
Richardson

North Central Baptist 
Hospital - San Antonio

Northeast Baptist Hospital 
- San Antonio

Odessa Regional Medical 
Center - Odessa

Pecos County Memorial 
Hospital - Fort Stockton

Presbyterian Hospital of 
Dallas - Dallas

Presbyterian Hospital of 
Denton - Denton

Texas Immunization Registry
For contributing to the health of Texas children through outstanding implementation of the 	
newborn consent process for partrticipation in ImmTrac, the Texas Immunization Registry.
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ImmTrac Award for Excellence

Recognized Performance (97% - 98%)
Rio Grande Regional 
Hospital - McAllen

San Antonio Birth Center - 
San Antonio

San Antonio Military 
Medical Center - 		
San Antonio

Scott and White Memorial 
Hospital - Temple

Seton Medical Center - 
Harker Heights - 	
Harker Heights

The Medical Center of 
Southeast Texas - 		
Port Arthur

University of Texas Medical 
Branch at Galveston - 
Galveston

Val Verde Regional 
Medical Center - Del Rio

William Beaumont Army 
Medical Center - El Paso

Commendable Performance (95% - 96%)

Austin Area Birthing 
Center, Inc. - Austin

Baylor Medical Center at 
Carrollton - Carrollton

Christus St. Catherine 
Health and Wellness 
Center - Katy

Gentle Beginnings Birth 
Center - Hurst

Harris Methodist 
Southwest - Fort Worth

Hereford Regional Medical 
Center - Hereford

Hill Regional Hospital - 
Hillsboro

Huntsville Memorial 
Hospital - Huntsville

Medical Center of Arlington 
- Arlington

Medical Center of 
McKinney - McKinney

Medical Center of Plano - 
Plano

Park Plaza Hospital - 
Houston

Presbyterian Hospital of 
Allen - Allen

Texas Children’s Hospital-
Pavilion for Women - 
Houston

West Houston Medical 
Center - Houston

Texas Immunization Registry
For contributing to the health of Texas children through outstanding implementation of the 	
newborn consent process for partrticipation in ImmTrac, the Texas Immunization Registry.

LexisNexis Vital Chek Network Inc. has 25 years of trusted government
payment solutions experience, serving hundreds of agencies nationwide –
all at no Agency cost.

With secure encrypted transactions, detailed reporting, same-day
settlements via check or ACH, and PCI Level 1 compliance, our convenient
and secure payment processing can be the single solution for all your
payment options.

For more information, call 1-800-669-8313.

Fast – Safe – Secure
Vital Record
Processing
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Abilene Regional Medical 
Center
Angleton Danbury Medical 
Center
Baptist Hospital of Southeast 
Texas
Baylor Medical Center - 
Frisco
Baylor Medical Center - 
Garland
Brackenridge Hospital
Brownwood Regional 
Medical Center
Carl R. Darnall Army Medical 
Center
Cedar Park Regional Medical 
Center
Central Texas Medical 
Center
Childress Regional Medical 
Center
Christus Jasper Memorial 
Hospital
Christus Spohn Hospital - 
Alice
Christus Spohn Hospital - 
Corpus Christi South
Christus St. John Hospital
Cogdell Memorial Hospital
Coleman County Medical 
Center
College Station Medical 
Center
Coon Memorial Hospital
Covenant Hospital Plainview
Covenant Women’s and 
Children’s Hospital
Cuero Community Hospital
Denton Regional Medical 
Center
DeTar Hospital North
East Texas Medical Center - 
Henderson 

Gonzales Healthcare 
Systems
Graham Regional Medical 
Center
Hamilton Hospital
Harlingen Medical Center
Hendrick Medical Center
Hereford Regional Medical 
Center
Hill Regional Hospital
Houston Methodist San 
Jacinto Hospital
Huguley Memorial Medical 
Center
Hunt Regional Medical Center
Huntsville Memorial Hospital
John Peter Smith Hospital
Las Palmas Medical Center
Lyndon Baines Johnson 
General Hospital
Mainland Medical Center
Matagorda General Hospital
Medical Arts Hospital
Medical Center Hospital
Memorial Hermann Katy 
Hospital
Memorial Hermann Memorial 
City Medical Center
Memorial Hermann Northeast
Memorial Hermann Northwest 
Hospital
Memorial Hermann Southeast 
Hospital
Memorial Hermann Sugar 
Land
Memorial Hermann Texas 
Medical Center
Memorial Hermann The 
Woodlands Hospital
Methodist Charlton Medical 
Center
Methodist Dallas Medical 
Center

The Methodist Hospital
Methodist Mansfield Medical 
Center
Metroplex Adventist Hospital, 
Inc.
Metropolitan Methodist 
Hospital
Midland Memorial Hospital
Moore County Hospital 
District
Northwest Texas Hospital
Oakbend Medical Center at 
Williams Way
Ochiltree General Hospital
Palo Pinto General Hospital
Pecos County Memorial 
Hospital
Permian Regional Medical 
Center
Providence Health Center
Providence Memorial Hospital
Rice Medical Center
San Angelo Community 
Medical Center
Scenic Mountain Medical 
Center
Seton Medical Center
Seton Medical Center - 
Williamson
Seton Northwest Hospital
Seymour Hospital
Southwest General Hospital
St. David’s Georgetown 
Hospital
St. David’s Medical Center
St. Joseph Regional Health 
Center
St. Luke’s Hospital at Vintage
St. Luke’s The Woodlands 
Hospital
Starr County Memorial 
Hospital

Texas Children’s Hospital - 
Pavilion for Women
Texas Health Harris Methodist 
- Alliance
Texas Health Harris Methodist 
Hospital - Cleburne
Texas Health Harris Methodist 
Hospital - H.E.B.
Texas Health Harris Methodist 
Hospital - Stephenville
Texas Health Presbyterian 
Hospital - Dallas
Texas Health Presbyterian 
Hospital - Denton
Texas Regional Medical 
Center at Sunnyvale
The Children’s Hospital of 
San Antonio
The Medical Center of 
Southeast Texas
The University of Texas 
Medical Branch at Galveston
Tomball Regional Hospital
Trinity Mother Frances Health 
System
United Regional Health Care 
System
University Medical Center
Uvalde County Hospital 
Authority
Valley Baptist Medical Center 
- Brownsville
Valley Regional Medical 
Center -Brownsville
W. J. Mangold Memorial 
Hospital
William Beaumont Army 
Medical Center
Woodland Heights Medical 
Center
Yoakum Community Hospital
Titus Regional Medical Center
Wise Regional Health System

Exemplary

Attorney General of Texas Award
Attorney General of Texas Award for obtaining an average quality control 

score of 100 for Federal Fiscal Year 2013



Modernizing Vital Records : Navigating the Technological Highway24

Baptist St. Anthony’s 
Health System

Baylor All Saints Medical 
Center

Baylor Medical Center - 
Carrollton

Baylor Medical Center - 
Irving

Baylor Medical Center - 
McKinney

Baylor Regional Medical 
Center - Grapevine

Baylor University Medical 
Center

Bayshore Medical Center

Brazosport Regional 
Health System

Brownfield Regional 
Medical Center

Centennial Medical Center

Christus Hospital - St. Mary

Christus Santa Rosa 
Hospital – Westover Hills

Christus Santa Rosa 
Hospital - New Braunfels

Christus Spohn Hospital - 
Beeville

Christus Spohn Hospital - 
Kleberg

Christus St. Elizabeth’s 
Hospital

Citizens Medical Center

Columbus Community 
Hospital

Conroe Regional 	
Medical Center

Cypress Fairbanks 	
Medical Center

Del Sol Medical Center

Doctors Hospital at 
Renaissance

Doctors Hospital at White 
Rock Lake

Doctors Hospital of Laredo

Fort Duncan Medical 
Center

Golden Plains Community 
Hospital

Good Shepherd Medical 
Center - Marshall

Goodall-Witcher 
Healthcare Foundation

Guadalupe Regional 
Medical Center

Hill Country Memorial 
Hospital

Hillcrest Baptist Medical 
Center

Hopkins County Memorial 
Hospital 

Houston Methodist 
Hospital

Houston Methodist Sugar 
Land Hospital

Houston Methodist West 
Hospital

Houston Methodist 
Willowbrook Hospital

Houston Northwest 
Medical Center

Knapp Medical Center

Lake Granbury Medical 
Center 

Lake Pointe Medical 
Center

Laredo Medical Center

Las Colinas Medical 
Center

Longview Regional 	
Medical Center

Medical Center of Arlington

Medical Center of 
McKinney

Medical Center of Plano

Medical City Dallas 
Hospital

Medina Community 
Hospital

Memorial Health System 	
of East Texas

Methodist Richardson 
Medical Center

Nacogdoches Memorial 
Hospital

Navarro Regional Hospital

North Hills Hospital

North Texas Medical 
Center

Peterson Regional Medical 
Center

Reeves County Hospital

Rio Grande Regional 
Hospital

Scott and White Healthcare 
- Round Rock

Scott and White Memorial 
Hospital

Seton Southwest Hospital

Sierra Providence Eastside 
Medical Center

South Texas Regional 
Medical Center

St. David’s North Austin 
Medical Center

St. Joseph Medical Center

St. Luke’s Baptist Hospital

St. Mark’s Medical Center

Texas Health Arlington 
Memorial Hospital

Texas Health Harris 
Methodist Hospital - Fort 
Worth

Texas Health Presbyterian 
Hospital - Flower Mound

Texas Health Presbyterian 
Hospital - Kaufman

Texas Health Presbyterian 
Hospital - Plano

Texas Health Presbyterian 
- WNJ

Texoma Medical Center

The Woman’s Hospital of 
Texas

University Medical Center 
of El Paso

UT Southwestern St Paul 
Medical Center

Valley Baptist Medical 
Center - Harlingen

Wadley Regional Medical 
Center

Weatherford Regional 
Medical Center

Recognized

Attorney General of Texas Award
Attorney General of Texas Award for obtaining an average quality control 

score of 98 – 99 for Federal Fiscal Year 2013
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Rider 72
The Vital Statistics community has an obligation to secure and maintain the confidentiality of 
the vital records of our citizens from criminal activity such as document fraud, identity theft, 
unauthorized release, or use of their records, or the fraudulent creation of such records.

State Office Branch Manager Lonzo Kerr is currently overseeing the implementation of the following 
five listed Rider 72 recommendations:

•	 Rec. #2 - Require that all individuals who can register a birth record or interact with the 
birth record information system undergo a criminal history background check. 

•	 Rec. #12 - Leverage a third party identification verification and validation system and/or an 
identification attribute database for all forms of accepted identification. 

•	 Rec. #14 - Consolidate purchasing of security paper/issuing medium through a contract 
established by VSU with distribution done through the approved vendors. 

•	 Rec. #19 - Establish minimum standards for physical access to security paper, certificates, 
and archival paper record storage. 

•	 Rec. #20 - Standardize the form of certified birth certificate to one statewide format. 

The State Office Vital Statistics Unit is interested in hearing from you about 
perceived implications on your operations. For more information, please visit: 

http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/vs/rider72.shtm 
or submit your questions or concerns to Lonzo Kerr at Lonzo.Kerr@dshs.state.tx.us.

PURPOSE: 
The DSHS Center for Health Statistics was established to provide a convenient access point for 
health-related data for Texas. Our objective is to be a source of information for assessment of 
community health and for public health planning.

Please look for these informative posters regarding the latest 
statistical information compiled within our State.

•	 Center for Health Statistics: Providing High - Quality 						    
Actionable Health Information for the State of Texas

•	 Texas Vital Statistics, 2011
•	 Cigarette Smoking and Cancer in Texas
•	 West Nile Virus in Texas
•	 Hispanic Births in Texas, 1981-2010
•	 Where Aren’t the Doctors? Areas of Shortage in Primary Care Physicians
•	 Unhealthy Heart Behaviors Prevalence & Diseases of the Heart Mortality
•	 Geocoding: What is Geocoding?

For more information, please visit: http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/chs/

DSHS Center for Health Statistics
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Academy of Excellence

David Zane presenting to
Vital Statistics staff

Purpose:  
The Field Services section of VSU developed and implemented an internal training program 
as a quality improvement effort for the purpose of enhancing staff’s professional knowledge 
and developing careers within VSU.

Recognized Members: Vital Statistics staff that attended all six internal training 
sessions.

Congratulations to this year’s Recognized Academy of Excellence Members:

Belinda Alba
Martha Almendarez  
Roman Arefyev 
Tiffany Barker
Brad Baron 
Tinisha Briggins 
Donna Brown
Maura Calvimontes 

Debra Chambers 
Linda Cisneros 
Aerial Claiborne
Christina Hernandez 
Danielle Irvin-Anderson
Jimmy Jacksits   
Christine Jester 
Anika Lawter 

Jackie Martinez 
Stephen McCandless 
Darwa McFarland 
Sylvia Medina
Theresa Murphy 
Maria “LuLu” Paredes   
Tammie Ruiz 
Antonio Samaniego 

Susanna Sparkman 
Angelica Torres 
Rebecca Villarreal
Alice Whitley
John Wilson 
Tricia Zeigler
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Modernizing Technology

Our innovative website is new and user-friendly.
http://texasvsu.org

Stay Informed! 
Sign up for up-to-date information 

from VSU.
www.texasvsu.org

Accessible anytime, 
continually growing vault of 

information.
www.faq.texasvsu.org

Stay tuned! 
Modernizing Vital Records
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Master Registrar Certification (MRC) Course

Theresa Bowe
City of Yoakum
Yoakum

Daniel Clark
Vital Statistics Unit
Austin

Damaris Felps
Vital Statistics Unit
Austin

Tina Flores
Bexar County
San Antonio

Cynthia Gonzalez
City of Harlingen
Harlingen

Linda Hale
Tom Green County
San Angelo

Linda Haney
Ector County
Odessa

Misty Hilliard
Harris County
Houston

Rhonda Hite
City of Temple
Temple

Irma Holguin
Maverick County
Eagle Pass

Danielle Irvin-Anderson
Vital Statistics Unit
Austin

Elizabeth Kouba
Lavaca County
Hallettsville

Jennifer Lindenzweig
Hunt County
Greenville

Breann Macklin
Vital Statistics Unit
Austin

Meaghan McClay
Fort Bend County
Richmond

Renee Michulka
Fort Bend County
Richmond

Maria “Lulu” Paredes
Vital Statistics Unit
Austin

Kelley Price
Wood County
Quitman

Barbara Steffek
Lavaca County
Hallettsville

Gloria Wells
City of Terrell
Terrell

Congratulations 
2013 Graduating 

MRC Class



The Department of State Health Services – Vital Statistics Unit, would like to 
invite all local registrars to participate in our Master Registrar Certification course.

In an informal setting the course 
encompasses all aspects of the 

local registrar’s duties:

•	 Statutes and Codes relevant to       	
vital records

•	 Review of specific topics 		
regarding vital records registration 
and issuance

•	 Computer lab (TER) training

•	 Group projects

•	 Vital Statistics Unit Tour

•	 Peer networking

 . . . .  and many other educational 
experiences and materials to assist the 
local registrar with their daily duties!

The Master Registrar Certification course is comprised of a small group of local registrars and 
deputies from around the state. The course provides them with a deeper understanding of 
vital registration and issuance through the statutory framework of vital statistics, best practices 
and working collaboratively with the processes at the federal, state and local level.

Additional information and the registration form
are available on the vital statistics website, 
www.mrc.texasvsu.org.  Download the form and 
fax it to the Vital Statistics office. The deadline for 
receiving applications will be listed on the form. 
Registration forms should be faxed to 
Soo Teal at 512-776-7538. 

The registration forms will be reviewed and 
applicants will be selected to attend the course. 
If you have been selected you will be notified 
by email.

2014
Master Registrar Certification (MRC) Course
March 24 – 28, 2014 in Austin, Texas
Apply now for the 2014 MRC course!

If you have any 
questions please 
contact Soo Teal at 
Soo,Teal@dshs.state.tx.us 

We look forward to seeing you!

If you have any 
questions please 
contact Soo Teal at 
Soo.Teal@dshs.state.tx.us 

We look forward to seeing you!



2014 Regional Vital Statistics Conferences

— Start Planning Now — 
2014 Regional Vital
Statistics Conferences
Three one-day conferences are planned 
to offer training opportunities to 
Local Registrars, County Clerks, Hospitals, 
Medical Professionals, Funeral Homes, 
Justices of the Peace and office staff that
work with vital records.

2014 Regional Conferences are 
tentatively scheduled for June 2014 
at the following locations:
•  Dallas	 •  Galveston	  •  Midland

Look for registration and hotel details on our website: www.texasvsu.org

Dallas

Midland

Galveston

American Banknote Company 
welcomes you to 
The 58th Annual Texas 
Vital Statistics Conference

When it comes to the quality, 
integrity and safety of your 
vital records you can count on 
ABnote, an American owned 
and operated company since 
1795.

ABnote products comply with 
the State of Texas requirements 
for Vital Records per Rule 
181.28 of Texas Legislature.

Happy Holidays, 
to you and your family.

Jack Barnett
JBarnett@ABnoteNA.com
615-794-1575

Come by our booth to enter a drawing for a 
$100.00 American Express Gift Card

Name  __________________________

Phone __________________________

Email ___________________________

Jurisdiction _______________________

The 59th Annual Texas
Vital Statistics Conference

American Banknote Company
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Thank you for all your hard work!
Monitors and Volunteers 

Aerial Claiborne
Alex Mejia
Allison Jameson
Angel Rivera
Angelica Torres
Anika Lawter
Ann Scalis
Breann Macklin
Breanna Gibson
Brittnee Khalid
Cathy Ortiz
Charlotte Brown
Chris Villapando
Christina Hernandez
Christine Jester
Cindy Cantu
Damaris Felps
Danielle Anderson
Darwa McFarland
Donna Brown
Elbra Reed
Erica Brock
Ernie Schooley
Evelyn Holman
Gladys Boswell
Gracie Vasquez
Jennifer Collins
Jimmy Jacksits	
John Wilson
Joshua Wallens
Juanita Head
Juanita Moshier

Kellee Walker
Komeka Bills
Kris Bell
Linda Ward
LuLu Paredes
Lynn Hancock
Margaret McClendon
Mari Sharma
Maria Crawford
Martha Almendarez
Mary Roberson
Maura Calvimontes
Melissa Zimmerman
Miranda Munford
Nija Tiegnon
Nikki Sigler
Ollie Brown
Rebecca Villarreal
Riba Allen
Roman Arefyev
Ronda Cook
Sam Guajardo
Sharon Collins
Shawn Spindle
Stephen McCandless
Tammie Ruiz
Teresa Serrano
Theresa Murphy
Vivan Murphy
Yesenia Diaz
Yvonne Monagas

Special Thanks to our Monitor and Volunteer Leads: Linda Rodriguez and Brandy Gibson. 
Special Thanks to our Decorating/Awards Committee Lead: Shawn Spindle

Special Thanks to our Photographer: Angelica Torres.



As used in this document, “Deloitte” means Deloitte LLP and its subsidiaries. Please see www.deloitte.com/us/about for 
a detailed description of the legal structure of Deloitte LLP and its subsidiaries. Certain services may not be available 
to attest clients under the rules and regulations of public accounting.

Copyright © 2012 Deloitte Development LLC. 
All rights reserved.
Member of Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu Limited

Refreshing advice.
Deloitte can help you:
• Redefine service delivery 
• Reinvigorate your people
• Refocus your strategy 
• Realize results
• Reframe your technology

www.deloitte.com/us/stategovernment



Vital Statistics Word Search

VITAL STATISTICS WORD SEARCH 

Z R P F F B V S S S P O N H G D A R E Y  
I A I N V A Z E T R R O F L H P L G E T  
C R Z Q A R J C L A I E Z X P L A Z F N  
O T Y G B Z P I D T T O N L L I B U E U  
V S X A K F R V A I C I I I R Y N O Z O  
B I G D G E R R J G S C S R M E V Q W C  
V G F H V P T E R H A T A T R A H L C Q  
T E T E B S D S I N T M R A I Q X P P U  
Q R X D I Z I D T Z E B L I T C I E H L  
L T H G R H V L I Y C N A I C I S Y H P  
Z A E Q T E O E V I H O S P I T A L T K  
H R C P H D R I C O N F E R E N C E W Y  
L E R I E S C F E H O E F I W D I M F O  
F A A A D Q E C N Y L W C D O C T O R I  
E N T L L E U L A C O L P I I P B K X P  
G H N I T N M Z N O G E D X F F J K D F  
E T E I V H N Z U O Y P T Z R N O E X T  
F L L F X H P D B A T W W D C X Q J B M  
V F N D Z V S M C Y D O I B O C Q D U B  
W H E U F R P Y V Z R Y J V F S J K Y I  
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Renaissance Austin Hotel Map 

The hotel map is color-coded to the conference schedule on pages 16 - 17.

A         B


