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CERTIFICATION FOR 1% and 2" QUARTER

FilesWill be Late

The certification files for 1% and 2" quarter were not released on 12/15. Current target for
release is January 7, 2005. THCIC is doing final quality assurance on the certification data and
the new certification software at this time. Once the certification files and certification software
is available, due dates for corrections at certification and certification letters will be adjusted as
needed. 1 and 2" quarter Certification letters will be due at the same time as the 3Q04
certification letter; early submission is encouraged and appreciated.

Quartersissued separately

The certification files for 1 and 2" quarter will be released separately so that hospitals will be
able to certify each quarter independent of the other. Hospitals will send in two certification
letters.

REMINDER: All FILE SUBMISSIONS BEGINNING JANUARY 1 MUST BE

IN THE THCIC 837 CLAIM FORMAT

Effective with the New Year, all claims submissions must be in the THCIC 837 format,
regardless of the service date of the claim. If your submitter has not been approved for 837
production, they should be testing in earnest. Experience to-date shows that the new format may
require several passes in order to get a valid submission. Turnaround for test reviews is around 5
days, which means that there are not many test turnarounds before January 1.

Update of Hospital Procedures and Technical Specifications Manual
The “THCIC Hospital Procedures and Technical Specifications Manual” has been updated
(version 13) and placed on the THCIC website at
http://www.thcic.state.tx.us/Reporting_Requirements.htm#WhattoReport

The document has several parts, which must be downloaded separately:
e THCIC Hospital Procedures Manual - http://www.thcic.state.tx.us/hospitals/procedures.doc

e THCIC 837 Technical Specifications - http://www.thcic.state.tx.us/hospitals/THCIC837.doc

e THCIC UB92T Technical Specifications - http://www.thcic.state.tx.us/hospitals/s THCICUB92T.doc

Appendices -http://www.thcic.state.tx.us/hospitals/appendices.doc

Version Updates - http://www.thcic.state.tx.us/hospitals/Updates.doc

Many of the codes are removed and language in the Technical Specifications tells you where to
locate the information, such as National Uniform Billing Committee, American National
Standards Institutes, Accredited Standards Committee X12, National Electronic Data
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Interchange Transaction Set Implementation Guide, Health Care Claim: Institutional, 837, ASC
X12N 837 (004010X096), May 2000 version, and the addenda published by the Washington
Publishing Company in October 2002 (ANSI 837 Institutional Guide, 004010X096A1), the
International Standards Organization, or Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services.

The changes to the documents are presented in the Version Updates -
http://www.thcic.state.tx.us/hospitals/Updates.doc document.

Center for Health Statistics

The Center for Health Statistics (CHS) at the Texas Department of State Health Services (DSHS)
is pleased to introduce its web homepage at www.tdh.state.tx.us/chs . The goal of CHS is to
provide a portal for comprehensive health data/information in Texas and to facilitate data
access for all stakeholders. CHS is responsible for disseminating a variety of health
data/information, which includes: vital statistics, health professions, hospital and behavioral risk
data/information.

The CHS web portal provides direct access to such popular features as Texas Health Facts
(“County Fact Sheets”), the Texas Health Data query system and all Texas workforce
information from the Health Professions Resource Center, as well as a variety of on-line reports
published by CHS.

For more information, please contact Mike Gilliam or Norma McNab at 512-458-7261.

SUBMITTER TOPICS
Articles for submitters and software vendors.

Provider Validation Automated

THCIC and Commonwealth have completed automation of what was previously a manual
process, that being provider identification. With the transition to the UB92T and the 837,
THCIC now has available the final piece of data that allows for completion of automation of the
validation.

THCIC uses a combination of three data elements to ensure the validity of providers; those being
the 6-digit THCIC hospital ID, the 1* fifteen characters of the Provider street address and the
Provider’s EIN. If there is not a match on all three data elements, the submission will be rejected
back to the submitter. New audits have been created for each of the possible data element
mismatches.

Submitters that encounter a provider identification rejection should ensure that the provider data
they are submitting is the same as recorded at THCIC. This can be validated by contacting Dee
Shaw at dee.shaw@dshs.state.tx.us.

THCIC 837 Claims Submission Example

A PowerPoint based example for a THCIC 837 claim submission that describes a minimum
submission is located on the THCIC website at
www.thcic.state.tx.us/hospitals/THCIC837technical.ppt.
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4Q03 PUDF Release
THCIC anticipates the release of the 4Q03 Public Use Data File in early January 2005.

Important Phone Numbers
Commonwealth Clinical Systems (CCS)
THCIC Helpdesk — 888-308-4953 or THCICHelp@comclin.net
CCS web site — www.thcichelp.com (Please note that this is a new Web site for the
THCIC help desk.)
HyperTerminal Phone Number — (434) 297-0367 (For Data Submission)

DSHS-Center for Health Statistics— 512-458-7261

THCIC Staff —512-458-7111

Bruce Burns extension 6431 Hospital data submission, 837 format issues

Sylvia Cook extension 6438 Hospital reports, data use

Terry Salazar extension 2352 Hospital data submission, correction and
certification training

Dee Shaw extension 3374 Hospital compliance, data sales

Ron Weiss extension 6453

THCIC fax —512-458-7740

Reminders and Deadlines
The hospital discharge data schedule may be downloaded from
http://www.thcic.state.tx.us/hospitals/schedule/schedule.htm.

e 1/7/05 - Distribution of 1% and 2™ quarter 2004 certification files
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