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1st and 2nd Quarter 2004 Claims Due October 1, 2004 
  

THCIC 837 Extension Offered 
 
Hospitals submitting claims using the THCIC 837 claim format that have not completed testing 
for 837 submission will be allowed to delay submission of 1st and 2nd quarters 2004 to the 
December 1st cutoff for 3rd quarter claims.  However, hospitals and/or their submitters must 
submit all three quarters of 2004 no later than December 1, 2004. 
 
To be eligible for this schedule extension, hospitals and/or their submitters/vendors must have 
submitted 837 claim tests prior to October 1st and must demonstrate progress toward a successful 
test.   
 
If hospitals wish to request the schedule extension for THCIC 837 format only, they should 
contact Dee Shaw via email at dee.shaw@dshs.state.tx.us.  
 
Hospitals submitting claims using the UB92T claim format that have submitted test claims prior 
to October 1st and are waiting for production approval will not be penalized as long as the 
production claims are submitted within 24 hours of receiving production approval from CCS. 
 
Hospitals that have not submitted test files (THCIC 837 or UB92T) prior to October 1st will be 
considered out of compliance and may be subject to penalty. 
 
CCS Ready to Accept Data by FTP 
 
Data can now be submitted to CCS and files can be retrieved from CCS using File Transfer 
Protocol (FTP). Go to http://www.thcichelp.com/ftp.htm for the procedures to follow. 
 
Data submitters must use FTP software to connect to the computer at CCS via the Internet. FTP 
software can be found using Google or Yahoo search engines and downloaded. Choose one that 
works for you. 
 
Data submitters must also use encryption software to transmit protected health information over 
the Internet. A Google or Yahoo search will find numerous sites where this software can be 
obtained free or for a reasonable price. A couple of strong encryption programs are Pretty Good 
Privacy (PGP) http://www.pgp.com, $59 for a personal desktop license, and GNU Privacy Guard 
(GPG) http://www.gnupg.org, available for download free of charge. The encryption software 
will convert text (your data files) into ciphertext (encrypted data) so that only the intended 
receiver can read the data. This process requires that keys be passed between the data submitter  
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and the receiver (CCS) before data submission. The keys are needed by the submitter to encrypt 
the data and for CCS to decrypt the data after it is received. 
 
UB92T Claim Submission 
 
The 3-character THCIC Code is NO LONGER VALID.  It has been replaced by the 6-digit 
THCIC hospital Identifier in record 10, field 10. 
 
Hospital Procedures and Technical Specifications Manual Update 
 
A new update, #12, of the THCIC Hospital Procedures and Technical Specifications manual is 
available on the THCIC website.  To better accommodate the different users of the manual, the 
main manual has been separated into three parts - Hospital Procedures, THCIC 837 Technical 
Specifications, UB92T Technical Specifications.   
 
The Hospital Procedures are still a work in progress as not all of the changes reflecting the 
switch from THIN and the new procedures at CCS are in place.   
 
The THCIC 837 Technical Specifications manual reflects the submission specifications, as we 
know them today.  More work is still needed to finalize copyright protections but the 
specifications are up-to-date.  (All data submissions must be in the THCIC 837 format by 
January 1, 2005) 
 
The UB92T Technical Specifications manual is complete and has been separated, as this manual 
will not be with us much longer.  (UB92T format will not longer be accepted after December 31, 
2004) 
 
The Appendices are being finalized today to remove some references to THIN, but code sets are 
as up-to-date as we know them to be.    
 
And finally, the updates section is being revised in light of the new manual format. This will 
happen over the next week or so.    
 
If you see any issues or have suggestions, forward those to us at thcichelp@dshs.state.tx.us.  
 
Important Phone Numbers 
Commonwealth Clinical Systems (CCS) 
 THCIC Helpdesk – 888-308-4953 or THC
 CCS web site – www.thcichelp.com (Pleas

ICHelp@comclin.net 
e note that this is a new Web site for the 

THCIC help desk.) 
 
HyperTerminal Phone Number – (434) 297-0367 (For Data Submission) 
 

DSHS-Center for Health Statistics – 512-458-7261 
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THCIC Staff – 512-458-7111 
  Bruce Burns  extension 6431 Hospital data submission, 837 format issues 
  Sylvia Cook  extension 6438 Hospital reports, data use 
  Terry Salazar  extension 2352 Hospital data submission, correction and 

certification training 
  Dee Shaw  extension 3374 Hospital compliance, data sales 
  Ron Weiss  extension 6453 
 
THCIC fax – 512-458-7740 
 
Reminders and Deadlines 
The hospital discharge data schedule may be downloaded from 
http://www.thcic.state.tx.us/hospitals/schedule/schedule.htm. 
 
� 10/1/04 – Cutoff for 1q04 and 2q04 initial submission 
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