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THCIC 837 Claim Testing/Submission 
Texas Health Information Network (THIN) is now accepting test submissions for the ANSI 837 
claims. A successful test will confirm that the submission is a readable THCIC 837 data file.  
Submitters must have THCIC confirmation of a successful valid test in order to submit 
production data files.    
 
Because the test review process involves manual interventions that place limitations on the 
number of submissions that may be reviewed, submitters (vendors and hospitals that submit 
data to THIN) will need to schedule a date to test their THCIC 837 claim submissions.  This 
will allow both the submitter and THIN to avoid bottlenecks and time delays.  Submitters must 
submit the Testing Request Form no later than November 3, 2003 indicating a test date prior to 
the June 1, 2004 deadline for submitting 1q04 discharges. 
 
Submitters should complete the attached form (THCIC 837 Claim Submission Testing Request 
Form) and fax it to Dee Shaw at  (512) 453-2757.  (The document may be obtained separately 
from Dee Shaw at Dee.Shaw@thcic.state.tx.us or (512) 482-3318). 
 
All submitters must have their test submissions reviewed and approved prior to submitting 
production data. 
 
837 Pilot   
THCIC is seeking hospitals to participate in the pilot for the submission, correction, and 
certification of the THCIC 837 format.  Pilot hospitals will be asked to run a “mini” file through 
the complete submission – correction – certification process during the first months of 2004, 
with the goal of completing the pilot by the end of March. Hospitals wishing to participate 
should contact Dee Shaw by e-mail at dee.shaw@thcic.state.tx.us providing the facility name, 
address, city, licensed bed size, a contact person, phone number, fax number, and E-mail 
address.  
 
Update of the Hospital Procedures and Technical Specifications 
Manual Delayed 
The finalization of the THCIC Hospital Procedures and Technical Specifications Manual has 
been delayed, due to issues discovered during internal testing of data. The THCIC staff is 
continuing to work with THIN and CCS regarding the testing of the data collection system. 
 
THCIC staff discovered that the THIN translator could not accept the 5-digit race and ethnicity 
codes as previously published; therefore, the Council will maintain the current coding structure 
for Race and Ethnicity: 
RACE (Loop 2010BA or 2010CA| DMG05) ETHNICITY (Loop 2300| NTE02) 

1 = American Indian/Eskimo/ Aleut 1 = Hispanic or Latino Origin  
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2 = Asian or, Pacific Islander 
 

2 = Not of Hispanic or Latino Origin 
 

3 = Black  
4 = White   
5 = Other Race   

 
THCIC staff has received information from several hospitals and associations that the statement 
“THCIC – Not used” is confusing to programmers.  It will be removed from the next update.   
 
Another change that will appear in the update manual is the Receiver ID code.  It will remain 
“YTHCIC” until hospitals start reporting first quarter 2004 discharges at which time the 
Receiver ID code will then change to “YTH837”. 
 
Another change discovered that affects data submitters for more than one hospital is that if the 
facility renders the service to the patient and that is different from the Billing Provider and the 
Pay-to Provider, the submitter should not mix the data for different facilities in a data submission 
file (“Envelope” or “Function Group”). This will cause problems in identifying the data for the 
individual facilities rendering the services to the patients. 
 
THCIC staff is continuing to update and test the audits for the data submission and these will 
appear in the next update.  Several new audits have been identified, specifically relating to the 
qualifier codes and missing data elements. 
 
Other changes are presented in the Version Updates section of the manual. 
 
Utilization of Specific Inpatient Procedures by Texas Hospital Referral 
Region Released 
The Texas Health Care Information Council (THCIC) announces the release of its third annual 
report on Utilization of Specific Inpatient Procedures by Texas Hospital Referral Region. The 
report, which includes data for 1999-2001, presents variation in the use of nine procedures in 24 
health care service areas in the state.  The report uses performance measures and methodology 
developed by the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) of the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services, and geographic areas developed by the Dartmouth Atlas of    
Health Care.  The procedures included are those for which there are concerns about over- or 
under-utilization, including:  
 
cesarean section  transurethral prostatectomy  
vaginal birth after cesarean section  radical prostatectomy  
incidental appendectomy among the elderly  laparoscopic cholecystectomy  
hysterectomy  coronary artery bypass graft 
laminectomy and/or spinal fusion  
 
The report can be accessed on the home page of THCIC's website at www.thcic.state.tx.us.  
Questions regarding the report should be directed to Sylvia Cook at (512) 482-3323. 
 
Reminder – Effective Nov 1st, THCIC will no longer distribute 
corrections and certification data on paper or diskette 
Due to budgetary reductions, THCIC will no longer be able to furnish audit reports (Frequency 
of Error reports [(FER]), error data, or certification data on paper or diskette.  Hospitals will need  



August 28, 2003  Vol 6 Num 9 

Page 3 of 5 

 
 
to download their audit reports/error data and certification files from their mailbox at 
Commonwealth.  The effective date for this change is November 1, 2003.     
 
For those hospitals that may not be able to make the transition by November 1, THCIC has 
authorized Commonwealth to continue to provide the reports / data on paper or diskette until the 
hospital is able to make the transition.   There will be a charge to the hospital of $ 30.00 plus 
shipping per distribution.  The charge will be payable directly to Commonwealth Clinical 
Systems, Inc.  Hospitals must contact Commonwealth at 888-308-4953 prior to November 1st to 
arrange to receive data on diskette in order to prevent disruption in receipt of reports, error data 
and certification files. 
 
For hospitals that are receiving certification data on CD, THCIC will continue to provide 
certification files on CD to those hospitals that have data volumes that preclude dial-up data 
transfer.  THCIC is working to provide Internet FTP transfer capability that will allow large 
volume hospitals to download data directly.  At that time, THCIC will no longer offer 
distribution of certification data on CD.  THCIC will provide 90 days notification once the 
Internet FTP option is available.  
 
Cost of the PUDF Increases 
Effective September 1, 2003, the cost of the Public Use Data File will increase.  Texas hospitals 
that submit data to THCIC may purchase any quarterly data for $750 each or purchase a year (1st, 
2nd, 3rd, and 4th quarter data of any one year) of data for $2500.  Participating hospitals wishing to 
pre-purchase the 2003 PUDF may do so for a reduced cost of $2250 if paid for by November 1, 
2003. 
 
For all other purchasers of the PUDF, any quarterly data may be purchased for $1500.  Yearly 
data will cost $5000.  THCIC has reduced the cost of the 2003 PUDF to $4500 if purchased by 
November 1, 2003. 
 
The PUDF user agreement and order form may be found at 
http://www.thcic.state.tx.us/Publications.htm#PUDF. 
 
3q02 PUDF Release 
The Public Use Data File for third quarter 2002 will be available by mid-September and will be 
sent to those who have already purchased it. The file can be purchased for $750 by participating 
hospitals and for $1500 by all other users. The file includes records for inpatients discharged 
during July, August, and September of 2002.  The PUDF user agreement and order form may be 
found at http://www.thcic.state.tx.us/Publications.htm#PUDF. 
 
Claim Acceptance Response Report Message 
You might have noticed informational message 162 on the rEDI-link Blue – Claim Acceptance 
Response, stating that UBF Version 060 will be invalid on 10/16/03.  THCIC has an agreement 
with THIN that will allow the continued submission of UBF (UB92 Electronic Format) version 
060 until June 1, 2004 (Deadline for 1Q04 discharges).  
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In other words, if you are submitting discharge data to THCIC, you may continue to submit 
UB92 Electronic version 060; however, if you are submitting claims for payment, they may or 
may not be allowed in the 060 format beginning 10/16/03. THIN is aware of the document by  
 
CMS/OCR “Guidance on Compliance with HIPAA Transactions and Code Sets AFTER THE 
OCTOBER 16, 2003, IMPLEMENTATION DEADLINE” about not penalizing facilities for not 
submitting and will be advising its customers on how it will be handling this situation in the near 
future. 
 
If you have questions regarding how THIN will handle this contact the THIN Helpdesk at (972) 
766-5480. 
 
Reminders and Deadlines 
The complete hospital discharge data schedule may be downloaded from 
http://www.thcic.state.tx.us/hospitals/schedule/schedule.htm 
 

• 9/1/03 – 4q02 certification letter/comments due 
• 9/1/03 – Last day to submit 2q03 claims 
• 9/1/03 – Hospitals to receive 1q03 certification file 
• 10/15/03 - Last day to submit changes during certification of Qtr 1 '03 data 
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THCIC 837 Claim Submission Testing Request Form 

 
The Texas Health Care Information Council requests that vendors and hospitals that submit data 
to THIN schedule a date to test their THCIC 837 Claim Submissions.  This will allow both the 
submitter and THIN to avoid bottlenecks and time delays.      
 
Please complete the information below and fax it to Dee Shaw at (512) 453-2757 to schedule a 
testing period.  Note:  Hospitals that do not submit data to THIN (i.e. use a vendor) do not 
need to complete this form; however, should ensure the submitter receives a copy of this form. 
 
THCIC will notify the contact person of testing date confirmation. 
 
___________          _______________________________________________________    
THIN Submitter ID              Submitter Name         

 
___________________________         ___________________       _______________________ 
Contact Name                      Fax number             E-mail address 
 
Requested Testing Start Date (Please allow 5 work days for completing the test review / approval 
process).      
 
1st choice    ________/________/________            2nd choice    ________/________/________ 
        Month              Day               Year                                                         Month              Day               Year 
 
 
List the 6 digit THCIC ID for all hospitals that will be included in submissions covered by 
this test  (Use an additional page if necessary): 
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