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Houston-Galveston Area

Hospitals
| nformation

If your hospital is located in one of the areas
that was affected by flooding and your
ability to fulfill reporting requirements will
be impacted, please notify THCIC in writing
regarding the nature of your problem.

Right Data, Right Hospital
I nfor mation/Oper ational

Every hospital has been issued a “THCIC
code’, a 3 digit aphanumeric code that
uniquely identifies your facility (from the
other 650 facilities). Hospitals have been
asked to insert the Code into Record 10
Field 20 of the electronic UB92. THCIC
uses this Code to ensure that claim data from
the hospital returns to the hospital in the
certification files. If your submissions do
not contain this Code, please ask your
vendor or IS staff to begin using the Code.

Closing and Reopening
Operational/Information

One area of concern relates to when a
hospital “closes’ and “reopens’ under a new
ownership and Tax ID number. When this
happens (and THCIC has been notified),
THCIC issues to the primary contact or
hospital administrator of the “new” hospital
a new THCIC ID number (6 digit identifier
that includes the hospital license number)
and a new THCIC Code. Hospitals should
make sure that their submission includes the
newly issued THCIC Code in the Record 10,
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Field 20, postion 190 - 192 when
submitting the data of the “new” hospital.
Failure to use the new THCIC Code will
result in the data being identified as
belonging to the “closed” facility, requiring
the new hospital to resubmit the data
correctly and have the incorrect data deleted
at a cost to the hospital.

Great Comments
Kudos

Congratulations to the hospitals that have
“certified with comments’. THCIC's
review of the recent hospital comments
shows that hospitals ae being very
conscientious  about  mantaining  an
acceptable level of patient and physician
confidentiality. Keep up the good work and
thank you!

Certification Confirmation
| nformation

THCIC recommends that each hospital
confirm receipt of its Certification Letter to
ensure that the fax was recelved by THCIC,
thus avoiding possible pendties for late
submission of the letter. Hospitals should
contact THCIC by e-mall
(dee.shaw@thcic.state.tx.us or
terry.salazar@thcic.state.tx.us) or phone
(512-482-3318 or 512-482-3322) about
three working days after the letter has been
sent.
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Missing Certification Letters for

2" Quarter 2000
| nformation

Notices were sent on June 12" to those
hospitals that had not submitted certification
letters for 2™ quarter 2000. If you did not
recelve a notice, you may assume the
certification letter was received.

Your Next Certification File May

Arrive on Diskette
| nformation

If your facility has been receiving your
certification files on CD and your facility
has fewer than 500 beds, your next set of
certification files will be sent on diskette.
This change will be effective beginning with
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the 4™ quarter 2000 certification files (due
out in August).

No Favoritism, No Endorsements
| nformation

THCIC uses various software packages to
generate different types of reports. Some
software has been purchased “off-the-shelf”
and is available to any user for the purchase
price. Other report generators are
proprietary to consultants or other service
providers and might have been provided to
the Council as a public service.

Users of THCIC's hospital discharge data
should be aware that staff uses software that
IS most appropriate to generating particular
report content or graphical presentations,
and that THCIC does not show favoritism to
or endorse any specific software, vendors, or
vendors' services/products.

Upcoming Meetings or Training

QM TAC meeting: June 18, 2001
HMO TAC meeting: June 21, 2001
HDD meeting: June 29, 2001
Council meeting: June 29, 2001

Agendas for all Technical Advisory Committee, Committee, and Council meetings are posted on
the THCIC web site and the Texas Register seven days prior to the meeting date.

Reminders and Deadlines

All claims submitted with discharges after April 2, 2001 must bein version 6.0
Last day to submit 4q00 corrections. June 29, 2001
Last day to submit changes to the 3q00 certification file: July 10, 2001

Questions?

Phone: (888) 308-4953 Fax (804) 979-
1047 Email: THCIChelp@comclin.net
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