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September 10, 2008
Dear Licensee:
NEW LICENSE CERTIFICATE

Due to a database conversion and a change in the appearance of the Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist and Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist Associate license certificates, we are issuing a new license certificates to all licensees.  

Please review your new license certificate, license expiration card, and wallet card carefully.  Check for the accuracy of your name, license title, your license number, and the expiration date.  If you are a board approved supervisor, the words, “Board Approved Supervisor,” should appear on your license certificate and your wallet card.  If you suspect that information is inaccurate, please contact the board by telephone.

You may destroy your old license certificate.  If you wish you may retain it in your own secure archive storage, but you are responsible for any possible fraudulent misuse of the certificate.

NEW RULES

On March 15, 2008 at the regular quarterly meeting, the board considered public comments and adopted previously proposed changes to the board rules with some modifications.  The new board rules became effective May 18, 2008.

All licensees should be aware of the changes in the board rules and ensure compliance with new rules regarding ethics and conduct of licensees.   The new board rules may be viewed at www.dshs.state.tx.us/mft.  A section by section summary of the changes is included in the published rule adoption.  The published rule adoption can be found at the Secretary of State website at http://www.sos.state.tx.us/texreg/index.shtml.  To find the posted adoption, click on the “previous issues” link.  Then click on the May 9, 2008 issue of the Texas Register.  Then scroll down to Texas State Board of Examiners of Marriage and Family Therapists and click on it.  Many of the changes were to update language or clarify terms.  Other important changes and new rules include:

CHEA:  An accredited institution or program is an institution or program which holds accreditation or candidacy status from an accreditation organization recognized by the Council of Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA).
Endorsement:  The board accepts licensing qualifications completed in another jurisdiction by endorsement only.  Endorsement is the process whereby the board reviews requirements for licensure completed while under the jurisdiction of a different marriage and family therapy regulatory board from another state. The board may accept, deny or grant partial credit for requirements completed in a different jurisdiction.
Late renewal fees:  The board shall base the late renewal fees for up to and after 90 days on a percentage of the current license renewal fee, instead of on a percentage of the license examination fee.  The result of this rule is lower late renewal fees.

Therapist versus licensee:  Throughout the rules, the board replaced the general word “therapist” with the more specific term “licensee.”

Parenting coordination, parenting coordination training, parent education and parent training, and life coaching are added to the list of professional therapeutic services which may be provided by a Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist or a Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist Associate.
New or clarified ethical requirements and rules of conduct:

· Licensees are required to make reasonable efforts to prevent others from making misrepresentations regarding a licensee’s professional qualifications and services and are required to indicate his or her status as a licensed marriage and family therapist or licensed marriage and family therapist associate when providing professional services.

· Licensees are required to provide professional services only in the context of a professional relationship.

· Licensees are required to obtain appropriate consent for treatment before providing services and make reasonable efforts to determine whether the conservatorship, guardianship or parental rights of the client has been modified by a court.

· Licensees are required to make known to a prospective client the confidential nature of the client’s disclosures and the clinical record, including the legal limitations of the client’s confidentiality.

· Licensees are required to make a reasonable effort to avoid dual relationships and have the responsibility to ensure the welfare of the client if a dual relationship arises.

· Licensees are required to offer only those services that are within his or her professional competency, and the services provided shall be within accepted professional standards of practice and appropriate to the needs of the client.
· Licensees are required to base all services on an assessment, evaluation or diagnosis of the client.
· Licensees are required to evaluate a client's progress on a continuing basis to guide service delivery and to make use of supervision and consultation as indicated by the client's needs.
· Licensees are prohibited from promoting or encouraging the illegal use of alcohol or drugs by clients.
· Licensees are prohibited from administering and interpreting any test without the appropriate training and experience to administer and interpret the test.

· Licensees are required to report changes in home or business addresses or telephone numbers and the granting of an academic degree relevant to the practice of marriage and family therapy to the board within 30 days of the change.

· Licensees are required to provide clients with complete information about how and where to file complaints.
· Licensees are prohibited from using information in advertising and announcements that is false, misleading, deceptive, inaccurate, incomplete, out of context, or not readily verifiable.  Provisional licensees must indicate that status on all advertisements.
New licensing requirements address portability issues:  Academic and experience requirements for licensure as a LMFT or LMFTA are revised.  See the “Requirements for Licensure” page on the board’s web site for further clarification.

Degrees and coursework received at foreign universities are acceptable only if the degree conferred and coursework has been determined by a member of the National Association of Credential Evaluation Services (NACES) to be equivalent to a degree conferred by or coursework completed in an accredited institution or program.
Continuing education required for renewal:  A Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist must complete 30 clock hours of continuing education acceptable to the board each renewal period.  A Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist Associate must complete 15 clock hours of continuing education acceptable to the board each renewal period.  All licensees are required to complete 6 hours of ethics each renewal period.  A board-approved supervisor must complete at least 3 hours of clinical supervision continuing education each renewal period.

New licensees:  The board may impose monitoring of a licensee who may pose a potential threat to public health or safety as a condition of initial licensure and impose conditions that are not considered to be a formal disciplinary action.

Record keeping and client confidentiality:  Revisions to Section 801.48 included clarifications of requirements of record keeping, maintaining confidentiality and the appropriate release of client records to authorized persons and reporting of client information required by Texas statutes and clarify what client records must include.

Complaint procedures:  The board rules describing the processing of complaints and due process afforded to licensees were updated.  See Subchapters L, M, N, and O for details.

UPDATE

Roster on the TSBEMFT Website:  For many years, the board has posted a roster of licensees on our website.  Licensees’ mailing addresses have also been posted on the web.  By law (Occupations Code

§502.157) the board is required to annually prepare a registry of all license holders and make the registry available to the public, license holders, and other state agencies.

The board fulfills this requirement by the making a roster of licensees available on the website.  In response to concerns from some licensees that their home address is displayed on the roster, the board considered various options.  Licensees may choose whether the address shown on the website is their home address, their primary practice or employment location, a secondary practice or employment location or a post office box.  Licensees should be aware that the address that is chosen to appear on the roster will be the address that the board will use to send correspondence from the board.  A licensee who chooses to change the public address should contact the board.

Please review the rules in their entirety. Use the website at www.dshs.state.tx.us/mft for information regarding the limitations and privileges of holding the Marriage and Family Therapist license in the State of Texas.

Sincerely,
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Sandra L. DeSobe, MA
Board Chair
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