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	TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF STATE HEALTH SERVICES

	DAVID L. LAKEY, M.D.

COMMISSIONER
	P.O. Box 149347
Austin, Texas 78714-9347

1-888-963-7111
TTY: 1-800-735-2989

www.dshs.state.tx.us


December 16, 2008

Dear Licensed Massage School Owner,
Attached please find the necessary forms and instructions to apply for approval of a basic massage therapy educational program that exceeds 500 hours in accordance with the new rules. Once you receive an approval letter from our office, you may begin advertising your approved longer program. You should not begin instruction prior to January 1, 2009, the date that the new rules authorizing these programs will become effective. 
Please follow the enclosed instructions carefully to minimize unnecessary delays. The following guidelines will assist you in quickly receiving an approval:

· Do not send any fees with this application. There is no charge for approval of a longer program.

· Do not submit this form if we have not previously approved your 500 hour program. If you have not yet received an approval letter for a 500 hour program, you must send those materials to us and have them approved before we can issue approval for a longer program. Your longer program must be an expansion of the minimum 500 hour program required for licensure.  If you choose to submit both your 500 hour materials and your longer program at the same time, please include a cover letter requesting both approvals so we can process the two approvals separately.
· Do not combine multiple programs on the same forms. You may submit more than one longer program for approval, but each one must be submitted on separate forms and include a unique name for the program on the application, sample student notification form, and sample transcript.
· Do not submit advanced course work to the department using these forms. We do not approve advanced course work. 
Please ensure that the sample transcript you submit lists the additional subject areas and hours separately from the minimum 500 hours required for licensure, and correctly reflects the subject areas that you are submitting and that you intend to offer once approved. Our licensing staff will use these samples in the future when evaluating transcripts received from applicants for licensure. 
I will be the contact person for these applications and will be happy to discuss them with you as necessary. My direct line is 512-834-4521; feel free to leave me a voicemail if I am on my other line or away from my desk. Please direct student or public inquiries to the Massage Therapy Licensing Program at 512-834-6616. It may be more convenient for you to submit this application and additional materials electronically; you may fax all required items to: 512-834-6677 attn: Massage Therapy Licensing Program or e-mail them to: massage@dshs.state.tx.us.
Sincerely,

Yvonne Feinleib, Program Director
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