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Executive Summary  

 

This report was created as required by the 2014-15 General Appropriations Act, S.B. 1, 83rd 

Texas Legislature Regular Session, 2013 (Article II, Health and Human Services, Department of 

State Health Services, Rider 94). Rider 94 requires the Texas Department of State Health 

Services to collect data and provide a report on all licensed birthing centers across the state. This 

report represents data from September 1, 2013 to May 31, 2014. Birthing center compliance with 

this reporting requirement was high; all the centers that were open and operating during this 

period provided reports. 

 

Totals were calculated based on all responses received from Texas licensed birthing centers. The 

following is a summary of the results: 

 

1. A total of 62 centers submitted reports from September 1, 2013 to May 31, 2014. 

2. 3,142 live births occurred across all Texas licensed birthing centers. 

3. The majority of live births (3,068, 97.6%) occurred between 37 and 41 weeks of gestation. 

Only 18 births were preterm (less than 37 weeks of gestation), all of which were at 36 weeks 

of gestation. 

http://www.lbb.state.tx.us/Documents/GAA/General_Appropriations_Act_2014-15.pdf
http://www.lbb.state.tx.us/Documents/GAA/General_Appropriations_Act_2014-15.pdf
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Introduction 

 

The 2014-15 General Appropriations Act, S.B. 1, 83rd Legislature Regular Session, 2013 

(Article II, Health and Human Services, Department of State Health Services, Rider 94), required 

the Texas Department of State Health Services (DSHS) to collect and report certain information 

from each licensed birthing center in Texas.  As defined by Texas Health and Safety Code, 

Section 244.002, a birthing center is “a place, facility, or institution at which a woman is 

scheduled to give birth following a normal, uncomplicated pregnancy, but does not include a 

hospital or the residence of the woman giving birth.” No later than June 30 of each year of the 

2014-2015 biennium, out of funds appropriated in this bill, DSHS was instructed to collect the 

following measures from each licensed birthing center: 

 

1. The number of women who gave birth at the birthing center; 

2. The number of live births at the birthing center; 

3. The number of births of stillborn infants at the birthing center; 

4. The number of women transferred by the birthing center to another facility for birth or 

postpartum complications; 

5. The number of infants transferred by the birthing center to another facility for complications; 

6. The number of women with multiple gestations who received treatment at the 

 birthing center; 

7. The number of vaginal breech deliveries at the birthing center; 

8. The number of births at the birthing center by women who have had a previous uterine 

surgery, including a cesarean delivery; 

9. The gestational age of infants at delivery at the birthing center; 

10. The number of infants with an Apgar score of less than three at five minutes after delivery at 

the birthing center; 

11. The number of women and infants admitted to a hospital not later than the 72nd hour after 

delivery at the birthing center; and 

12. The number of women and infants who visited an emergency room not later than the 72nd 

hour after delivery at the birthing center. 

 

Subsection (b) of this Rider tasks DSHS to create a report on the operations of licensed birthing 

centers. DSHS is required to submit a report to the Governor, the Legislative Budget Board, and 

the appropriate standing committees of the Legislature by August 31 of each year of the 2014-

2015 biennium.  The report’s format is determined by the Legislative Budget Board and includes 

analysis and aggregate data.  

 

As tasked in Subsection (b), this report is provided for the first year of the 2014-2015 biennium 

and contains analysis and aggregate data from September 1, 2013 to May 31, 2014. 

 

http://www.lbb.state.tx.us/Documents/GAA/General_Appropriations_Act_2014-15.pdf
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Background  

 

Methods 

 

Data Collection  

 

Data were collected from licensed birthing centers for two separate reporting periods: September 

1, 2013 to December 31, 2013, and January 1, 2014 to May 31, 2014. DSHS’ Division of 

Regulatory Services initially contacted birthing centers to request that they submit data 

(Appendix B). Subsequently, between December 1, 2013, and January 31, 2014, and again 

between May 1, 2014 and June 30, 2014, staff at the DSHS’ Center for Health Statistics 

communicated with birthing centers to provide reminders and answer questions regarding Rider 

94 and the reporting requirements.  

 

A total of 62 licensed birthing centers operated throughout the reporting periods and provided 

data included in this report. DSHS sent birthing centers instructions on how to complete the 

forms and provided options to submit the forms by mail, electronic PDF, email, or fax (Appendix 

C). On receipt, DSHS examined the forms for completeness and consistency. Forms were then 

entered into an internal dataset for analysis.  

 

Calculation of Totals  

 

Totals for the 12 legislatively-required measures are provided in Appendix A. Data for measures 

1-5, 7, 8, and 10 are provided as totals. Measure 6, the number of women with multiple 

gestations is provided as totals by the number of gestations (twins, triplets, and four or more). 

Measure 9, the gestational age of infants at delivery at the birthing center, is provided as totals by 

weeks of gestation. There were no births reported with a gestational age earlier than 36 weeks of 

gestation. Two measures were totaled separately for women and infants: measure 11, women and 

infants admitted to a hospital within 72 hours after delivery; and measure 12, women and infants 

who visited an emergency room within 72 hours after delivery.  
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Results 

 

Table 1 provides totals for all licensed Texas birthing centers that reported. These totals answer 

measures 1 through 12 as requested by the 2014-15 General Appropriations Act, S.B. 1, 83rd 

Legislature Regular Session, 2013 (Article II, Health and Human Services, Department of State 

Health Services, Rider 94, subsection a). In total, 3,142 live births occurred to 3,142 women 

across all 62 birthing centers (Table 1). This represents approximately 1.1 percent of all live 

births in Texas; 298,673 live births occurred in Texas between September 1, 2013, and May 31, 

2014, based on provisional birth certificate data.  In addition, two stillbirths occurred and this 

represents 0.1 percent of all 1,524 fetal deaths that occurred in Texas during this same reporting 

period based on provisional fetal death certificate data. Birthing centers varied in the number of 

births, ranging from no births to over 450 births; however, half of the centers reported fewer than 

35 births. 

 

Totals were also provided for the number of transfers of women and infants, as well as hospital 

admissions and visits to the emergency room within 72 hours of delivery (Table 1). A total of 

524 women were transferred to another facility for complications, regardless of whether they 

gave birth at the center. However, only 25 women were admitted to a hospital after delivery at 

birthing centers, representing 0.8 percent of the total number of deliveries (Table 1). Only 1.6 

percent, or 50, of reported infants were transferred by birthing centers to another facility after 

birth.  

 

Overall, 97.6 percent, or 3,068, of the infants were delivered at term, defined as between 37 and 

41 completed weeks of gestation.  62.8 percent, or 1,975, of reported deliveries were at full term, 

defined as between 39 and 40 completed weeks of gestation. There were 18 preterm births, 

defined as less than 37 weeks of gestation. This comprised 0.6 percent of total births among all 

centers combined, and all of these births were at 36 weeks of gestation.   

 

Conclusions 

  

Approximately 1.1 percent of all Texas live births, 3,142 in total, were delivered at Texas 

licensed birthing centers between September 1, 2013 and May 31, 2014. While centers varied in 

the number of births, half of the centers reported fewer than 35 births. 97.6 percent of infants 

were delivered between 37 and 41 weeks of gestation, and just 1.6 percent of reported infants 

were transferred to another facility after birth.  

 

Limitations of Data and Results 

 

This report includes only nine months of data from licensed birthing centers, which represent a 

small proportion of all deliveries in Texas. Specifically, 3,142 live births were reported at these 

birthing centers, whereas 298,673 live births occurred in Texas during the same time period. In 

addition, two stillborn births were reported at these birthing centers whereas 1,524 fetal deaths 

occurred in Texas during the same time period.  

 

Data were provided by self-report and were only screened for data completeness and 

consistency. Data were provided by self-report and were only screened for data completeness 

http://www.lbb.state.tx.us/Documents/GAA/General_Appropriations_Act_2014-15.pdf
http://www.lbb.state.tx.us/Documents/GAA/General_Appropriations_Act_2014-15.pdf
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and consistency. Data were submitted in aggregated format rather than as individual cases. This 

was the first time these data were reported by Texas birthing centers. These limitations should be 

considered when interpreting the results in this report.  
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  Appendix A: Table 

 
 

Texas Birthing Centers Totals by Measure  
Representing Operations of 62 Texas Licensed Birthing Centers 

September 1, 2013 to May 31, 2014 

Measure Total* 

1. Number of women who gave birth at birthing centers 3,142 

2. Number of live births at birthing centers 3,142 

3. Number of births of stillborn infants at birthing centers 2 

4. Number of women transferred by birthing centers to another facility for birth or 

postpartum complications 

524 

5. Number of infants transferred by birthing centers to another facility for complications 

6. Number of women with multiple gestations who received treatment at birthing 

centers: 

50 

 

 

Women with two gestations who received treatment  12 

Women with three gestations who received treatment  1 

Women with four or more gestations who received treatment 0 

7. Number of vaginal breech deliveries at birthing centers 14 

8. Number of births at birthing centers by women who have had a previous uterine 

surgery, including a cesarean delivery 

9. Gestational age of infants at delivery at birthing centers: ** 

102 

Births at 36 weeks gestation 18 

Births at 37 weeks gestation 151 

Births at 38 weeks gestation 339 

Births at 39 weeks gestation 814 

Births at 40 weeks gestation 1,161 

Births at 41 weeks gestation 603 

Births at 42 weeks gestation 54 

Births at 43 weeks gestation 4 

10. Number of infants with an Apgar score of less than three at five minutes after 

delivery at birthing centers 

11. Number of women and infants admitted to a hospital not later than the 72nd hour 

after delivery at birthing centers: 

6 

Women admitted to a hospital not later than the 72nd hour after delivery  

Infants admitted to a hospital not later than the 72nd hour after delivery 

25 

33 

12. Number of women and infants who visited an emergency room not later than the 

72nd hour after delivery at birthing centers:  

Women who visited an emergency room not later than the 72nd hour after delivery 16 

Infants who visited an emergency room not later than the 72nd hour after delivery 19 

*Total = The number of events for all Texas licensed birthing centers.  

** There were no births at less than 36 weeks gestation. 
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Appendix B:  Letter and Form Provided by DSHS Regulatory Services 
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Appendix C: Form Instructions Provided by the Center for Health Statistics 
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