Frequently Asked Questions
Regarding the Building of the new Trauma Registry
Q. Where is the list of the RSWG recommended data elements?

They are located on the DSHS Injury homepage http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/injury/
Documents for Webinar:

RSWG recommended Hospital Data Elements
RSWG recommended EMS Data Elements
RSWG presentation to GETAC
EMS Trauma Registry Data Dictionary
Hospital Trauma Registry Data Dictionary
NEMSIS Data Dictionary
NTDB Data Dictionary
Q. When do we start entering the new data elements into the Registry? 

New data elements will be available on the Trauma Registry web portal for entry into the new system when the new Trauma Registry system goes live in 2012.

If you submit data via data files there will be a transition period in which the current data elements will be accepted. After the transition period you will be required to begin submitting data files with the new data elements. 

Q. When will the new regulations be required? I noticed that one of the recommendations was for 30 minute access for all persons to an EMS...what about those who live in remote areas?
DSHS has not made any final decisions regarding which data elements EMS and Hospitals will be required to report.  The recommendations made by the RSWG are what we are discussing today.  

The particular data element you are referring to is a performance indicator element and is being recommended by RSWG as an optional data element for hospitals designated as Level III and IV who may choose to use the statewide system as their registry.  Only hospitals that report this data would have access to the data.  DSHS would not need to access these data elements. 

Q. Will we still be able to submit in XML format? 

Yes, the XML file format will be an accepted format in the new Trauma Registry.
Q. Will there be more changes to the elements? 

RSWG has made recommendations to DSHS on the data elements both for EMS and hospitals.  DSHS and RSWG will continue to review expanded data elements for submersions, traumatic brain injuries, and spinal cord injuries.  DSHS also is in the process of obtaining stakeholder feedback pertaining to the RSWG recommendations; thus, we expect there to be some changes to the data elements during this process.
Q. Is there a current traumatic brain injury/spinal cord injury registry that we should be entering information into or is it taken from the trauma registry?
Currently the only information collected on TBI/SCI is through the Trauma Registry.  However, we are working with stakeholders to identify additional data elements.  We will invite stakeholders for TBI/SCI to provide recommendations to the RSWG.  We also will be considering CDC’s Central Nervous System Injury Surveillance Data Submission Standards—2002. http://www.cdc.gov/ncipc/dir/2002cnsistrds.pdf as part of the discussions.
Q. Who is the vendor for the new system? 

The vendor is Consilience Software., consiliencesoftware.com 

Q. In NTDB you can choose to exclude a record. Can we do this in the new system? 
DSHS will not be sending data to NTDB.  Each hospital will continue to send their data to NTDB and will be able to exclude records through that process.  
Q. Is Texas planning to look at other medical data points in the future (for reporting), e.g. COPD, ACS, etc.?
DSHS will collect data for conditions mandated by law so only data elements pertain to those conditions will be collected.
Q. Where on the EMS side could information be tracked regarding faulty 911 addresses?  
We will bring this up for discussion with the RSWG. 

Q. What is the rationale for including Medical Record Number as an element? Other identifiers, such as registry number, are present.
RSWG recommended medical record number be collected as a means to help the hospital track the information source pertaining to this patient. We will discuss this with the RSWG to obtain specific reason why they are recommending that this be included.
Q. Is there funding available to pay for the switch and software upgrades?? What is the ballpark figure?
Currently, DSHS does not have funding available for these activities.  The cost to modify each type of software will vary by vendor. 
Q. Are you going to use NEMSIS v3 or the current one? 
NEMSIS v3. NEMSIS worked with DSHS and the RSWG to ensure the recommended data elements were consistent with what will be included in v3.   
Q. Is DSHS using TTCF listserv to distribute announcements on webinars? 

DSHS is using several mechanisms to announce these and future webinars.

Information about the webinars was sent to the Office of EMS/Trauma Systems Coordination and they forwarded to stakeholders through their listservs. 

An email announcing the webinar also was sent to all current Trauma Registry system users with valid email addresses. 

Q. Will a copy of the slides used in these webinars be posted on the DSHS website?

The slides will be posted after all 4 webinars are complete. 

Q. How will the test phases of the new system be implemented? 

Details on the test phase have not yet been fully worked out; however, stakeholders will definitely be involved in testing the new system before it is fully implemented. 

Q. Will the current Abbreviated Injury Scale (AIS) score standards be used? Will you take any version of AIS? 

The RSWG recommends the system collect AIS scores in accordance with the National Trauma Data Bank (NTDB). The NTDB allows the user to choose which version of AIS they are reporting.
Q. What’s the timeline for this project? 

Currently, the project is approved through August 31, 2012.  While we will diligently try to save time where ever possible it is not unusual for projects of this magnitude to experience delays.  We will make it a point to keep stakeholders apprised of the status of the project as it moves forward.
