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1. Sometimes it appears that we have a cluster of a type of disease when we do 
not. Has the “internet age” with social media contributed to this thought, or has it 
been beneficial in sharing information?  

 
The internet age has helped because there are more data available online 
that can often help to inform the investigation at an earlier stage, 
sometimes demonstrating that background rates are as expected and that 
additional data collection or analyses is not warranted.  

 
 

2. What are the contributing factors towards the greater incidence of birth defects 
among Hispanics? 
 
Genetic factors, country of birth, diet, diabetes/obesity, specific lifestyle 
factors. 
 

3. If a woman has a baby with omphalocele, is she at risk of a recurrence in 
subsequent pregnancies?  

 
The recurrence risk for an isolated omphalocele in a subsequent 

pregnancy is less than 1%1. 

From: https://iame.com/online/omphalocele/content.php (Institute for 

Advanced Medical Education) David TJ, Illingworth CA. Diaphragmatic 

hernia in the South-West of England. J Med Genet 1976;13:253-261. 
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