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Emergency 
funding 
available

Has your area suffered a 
devastating event that might 
qualify you for Extraordinary 
Emergency Funding? The 
Extraordinary Emergency 
Fund is available to assist 
licensed EMS providers, 
hospitals and registered first 
responder organizations if 
unforeseeable events cause a 
degradation of service to the 
community. Situations that may 
severely reduce or incapacitate 
emergency response capability 
are considered extraordinary 
emergencies. For information, 
contact Roxanne Cuellar at 
Roxanne.cuellar@dshs.state.
tx.us or call 512-834-67000, 
ext. 2377. 

Grants available for ECA training 
Are you in a rural area that 

needs more EMS personnel? 
DSHS has a total of $25,000 
this fiscal year available for EMS 
training programs, registered first 
responder organizations (FROs), 
coordinators and instructors to conduct ECA courses 
in rural or underserved areas of the state lacking local 
EMS training resources. Grant funds cover the cost of 
instruction and textbooks, as well as other expenses 
such as printing and supplies. OEMS/TS will accept 
grant applications on a first-come-first-served basis 
until the funds run out for the fiscal year. Eligibility 
requirements for ECAT grants: A minimum of three 
students; students must agree to perform emergency 
care attendant services for at least one year with a local 
emergency medical service provider or first responder 
organization; services must be provided in a designated 
rural or underserved area of Texas, as determined by 
zip code or county; and the course coordinator must be 
affiliated with an educational program. And give yourself 
plenty of time: It takes about 60 days for an ECAT grant 
to work its way through the DSHS approval process.  
For more information, go to www.dshs.state.tx.us/
emstraumasystems/TrainingFunding.shtm or contact 
Roxanne Cuellar at (512) 834-6700 ext. 2377 or roxanne.
cuellar@dshs.state.tx.us.  For a list of all EMS and trauma 
funding available through DSHS, go to http://www.dshs.
state.tx.us/emstraumasystems/efunding.shtm.

Recently awarded:
Scenic Loop VFD, Livingston

Don’t forget 
your conference 
evaluations

If you came to the 
conference and haven’t filled 
out a survey, please take a 
minute to do so at http://
2011attendeetexasemsconf.
questionpro.com. We’ll use 
the information to make the 
2012 conference even better. 
And we are in the process of 
sorting through the thousands 
of class evaluations and hope 
to get those entered into the 
computer and results sent to 
instructors by late February. 
And finally, exhibitors can 
fill out a survey at http://
11exhibitorstexasemsconf.
questionpro.com. The 
deadline for completion of 
online surveys is January 31, 
2012. 

Announcement listserv 
migrates January 1

OEMS/TS will no longer send out announcements on 
the EMS/TS Announcements listserv beginning January 
1. (However, the EMS listserv, which is hosted by a group 
outside of DSHS, will continue to be available as long as 
they are willing to host it.) Updates will be available via a 
new email notification system that alerts you when we make 
changes to the website based on topics you choose. There 
are 12 topics to choose from, ranging from EMS educators 
to GETAC. Every time we upload new information (such 
as GETAC agendas), you’ll be notified. And don’t worry 
– we decide when to send an email. So if we make a small 
change, like correcting a typo, we won’t send an alert. Go to 
www.dshs.state.tx.us/emstraumasystems and click on “Sign 
up for email updates” icon.
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utyCall for presentations online 
for 2012 conference

Want to present a class, workshop or lecture at Texas EMS 
Conference 2012? Texas EMS Conference 2012 is accepting 
submissions now through March 9. The conference takes place 
November 18-21 in Austin. Preconference classes are November 17 
and 18. 

Texas EMS Conference is looking for a broad range of 
presentations and workshops for this year’s conference. We’re 
particularly interested in workshops with a clinical content, or those 
that offer a fresh take on a subject. We try to have each category of 
continuing education well-represented (content areas are listed at 
www.dshs.state.tx.us/emstraumasystems/ceareas.shtm). 

Anyone interested in presenting at Texas EMS Conference 2012 must complete 
an official  Call for Presentations form and submit it electronically by March 9, 2012. A 
volunteer committee will choose workshops based on content and CE category. 

This year, in order to save money on audio-visual equipment and keep our registration 
costs the same, we are going to have fewer simultaneous tracks so there will be fewer 
presentations chosen. Please take time to make your Call for Presentation the best you can 
make it. 

Speakers whose presentations are accepted will be notified via email. Traditionally, the 
notices announcing our decisions for selection are sent out around mid-June. Assignment 
of dates/times usually occurs in September. Handouts are due electronically by October 14 
and will be posted on the conference website several weeks before the conference. 

Funding applications due February 14
The application for the fiscal year (FY) 2012 Designated Trauma 

Facilities and Emergency Medical Services (DTF/EMS) Account - 
Hospital Allocation is on the OEMS/TS website at www.dshs.state.tx.us/
emstraumasystems/default.shtm. The application information was also 
mailed to administrators of all designated and “in active pursuit” hospitals; 
an email notice went to the Trauma Coordinator/Trauma Program 
Manager at each facility. To be eligible for the FY12 allocation a hospital 
must be a designated trauma facility by the application due date or meet 
“in active pursuit of trauma designation” requirements by the application 
due date. The application must be emailed, per instructions in the application, no later than February 
14, 2012. Late applications cannot be accepted.

 FY12 funds will be distributed in the following manner: 
•	 Fifteen percent of the total amount of funds available for the Hospital Allocation will be 

divided equally among all eligible applicants. 
•	 The remaining 85 percent will be distributed to eligible hospitals based on the percentage of 

uncompensated trauma care a hospital provides in relation to the total uncompensated care 
provided by all the eligible hospitals that apply for the Hospital Allocation. 

The trauma care funding program enacted by House Bill (HB) 3588, 78th Texas Legislature, 
stipulates that 96 percent of the funds accumulated in the DTF/EMS Account be distributed 
to eligible Texas hospitals to reimburse a portion of their uncompensated trauma care. Since the 
inception of the account in 2003, OEMS/TS distributed approximately $447,550,000 from the 
DTF/EMS Account to approximately 270 eligible Texas hospitals. For questions or additional 
information regarding “in active pursuit of trauma designation” requirements, please contact Emily 
Parsons at 512-834-6794 or emily.parsons@dshs.state.tx.us.
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