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Years of service, number of units and
number of calls: CRMC EMS is a hospital-
based EMS service that began in 1980 with
two ambulances when medical staff members
petitioned the Childress Regional Medical
Center’s board of directors to implement a
paramedic service. The first paramedic, W. J.
Copeland, was on call 24 hours a day. He began
teaching EMT classes to hospital personnel,
LVNs, respiratory therapists and physical
therapists, and soon more people became certified
to work on the ambulance.

CRMC EMS now has a fleet of three Type
111 ambulances, two of which are staffed 24 hours
a day with at least one paramedic on each unit.
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Current activities: CRMC EMS has
participated in the past two annual city-wide
disaster drills. By offering free monthly CPR
courses, CRMC EMS trained 159 people as CPR
providers in 2007 and expects to exceed that
number this year. The service is building a new
ambulance station and will soon be purchasing
a new ambulance. An emergency vehicle
operations course is planned for early 2008.
CRMC EMS was awarded the PEMSS Public/
Private provider of the year award in 2002 and
again in 2004.




